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To the Worſhipful 


HENRT HOGHTON, Eiq; 


And the 


Lady STANLET, His 


Vertuous Conlort. 


(FE I R, 
Worthy ) SER WP 
4 7 


Preſume to afix your Venerable 
Names in the Frontifpicce of this 
Treatiſe, not upon. my own acs 
" count, or upon any ſuch intereſt 
I can challenge in your Worſhips, being 
much unknown to youzbut as acting the 
part of the deceaſed Author, who had 
upon great reaſon conceived a very high 
eſtimation of you,asI doubt not but your 
reſpefts to him were reciprocal, being 
grounded both upon long acquaintance 
and experience of each other, his dif- 
courſe of you with grateful acknowledg- 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
ments of your multiplied kindneſs to his 


perſon and family in my hearing, and his ' © | 


affectionate prayers for you, were clear 
teſtimonies that you were engraven up- 
on his heart ; and if his unparallel'd mo- 
deſty had permitted him to have com- 
mitted any thing to the Preſs, doubt- 
leſs his cordial affection would have ifſu- 
ed it ſelf in {ich an Epiſtolary inſcripti- 
on. But fince I am neceſhitated to ſup- 
ply his place in handing theſe Diſcour- 
ſes to the World, I proſtrate this expo- 
ſed Orphan at your feet, and queſtion 
not your candid reception, and reſolute 


| protection of what wis the genuine 


rodudt of his mind and mouth, which I 
w1ll confidently afſure you theſe Trea- 
tiſes are,both for matter,method; words, 
without the leaſt addition, ſubſtraCtion, 
or alteration, being taken out of his 
own notes as he preacht them, writ at 
large with his own hand. 

The matter of theſe Sermons 1s of 
greateſt moment and importance 3 fun- 
damental truths they are | of the gift of 
God in our bleſſed Redeemer,and Chriſts 


| Lordfhip- and Soveraignty ] which are 


truths 


tr come. 
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truths of the firſt magnitude, moſt neceſ- 


 fary,like wool and corn, the {taple-com- 


modities of this Kingdom ; like bread 
and ſalt that muſt be ſet upon the Ta- 
bte 3 like ground-Cclls upon which Jyes 
the weight of the fabrick;thele are com- 
prehenſive and exten{ive truths; without 
this gift ſinners had not been pardoned, 


' accepted 3 without this Lordſhip ſouls 


would wander and rebel ; the former: 
brings us into favour with God, the 
latter conquers rebellious wills, ſubducs 
enemies, regulates Saints, and crowns 
them with glory. The manner of hand- 
Iing theſe ſubjedts 1s plain, exact,nervous, 


_ and very pathetical, which took great 


impreſſion on the hearers vvhen firlt de- 
livered with the lively voice of that fair 
ſpokeſman for Chriſt, whoſe heart was 
much taken with his lovely and bcloved 


. Lord, and took great delight to recom- | 


mend him to poor ſinners. which he did 
with great advantage and ſucceſs, wheres 
by he became a ſpiritual father of man 
children, whom he begot in the bonds 
of the Goſpel. Indeed he excelled athers 
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in other ſubjects, but in this he excelled 
himſelf, eſpecially in this ſwan-ike ſong, 
which ſavours of Heaven, and {cems to 
be calculated for the height of S70z,,to be 
ſung by that heavenly holt in the praitcs 
of our dear Redeemer. 

But neither do theſe weighty ſubjects, 
nor the lively colours whercin they are 
{et off, need my recommendation ; nor 
yet the Authors gitts, graces, induſtry, 
fidelity, and other imitable propertics, 
well known to you and all that were ac- 
quainted with him, need at all be menti- 
oned by me, at leaſt at this ſeaſon, his 
fingular accompliſhments and converla- 
tion ſhine too bright to be darkened by 
any. black-mouth*d Momus ; as his foul 
and body are beyond the reach of Satan 
and Sorrow, ſo his name is above any jult 
cenſures and calumnies. 

I make bold to put theſe Poſthurons 
works into your hands; may your Wor- 
ſhips in the firſt place reap the benetit, 
and by your experiments thereof in your 
ſouls, and conformity thereto in your 
hves, incourage others to come = lee 
| | 1OW 
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how good our Lord Jeſus is 3 this is a 
lovely Song of one that could play well 
on an in{trument;may. your hearts eccho 
to this Goſpel-tune 3 here's ſolid food 
well cookt, rendred delectable with the 
ſweet ſauce of acceptable words 3 may 
vour ſtomacks be keen and ſharp, and 
nouriſht by it to eternal life. Thele are 
goads and nails faſterted by this maſter 
of atlemblics (now rewarded by his Ma- 
{tcr) given out by one ſhepherd 3 may 
Gods Spirit falten them as a nail in a ſure 
place upon many conſciencesz I have 
then attained my ends 1n this underta- 
kingz may Gad be thereby glorified, and 
ſouls cdified, we have enough. The Lord 
blets you both, and make you rich bleſ- 
lings to vour Country in your publick, 
domeltical and pcrional {tation and rela- 
tion. The Lord drop down this choice 
gift into your laps and hearts, that you 
mav give up your ſelves to him again as 
his bored,devoted ſervants for ever. God 
Almighty, that hath been the ſtay of 
your Youth, be alſo the ſtaff of your 


_ old age, and maintain you as choice 1n- 
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ſtruments of his glory in the land of 
the living, and in a good old age 
conduct. von throngh the valley of 
the {ſhadow of death, into the land of 
lite 3: fo prayeth 


Your TVor!li-cvs humble 


| Gert | 
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Deareſt Lord. 
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To the CHRISTIAN READER, 


eſpecially the Inhabitants of the 1] on 
and Pariſh of Or: {rib and ihe 
laces adjucent, G:iacc, 5>crey, and 
Peacc. 


My d-arly beloved in our deareſt Lord, 
T 8s an aſtoniſhing Providence that in ſuch a 
day of Epidemical ſinning, general fears of 
approaching Fudgments, and great neceſſity 
11 moſt places, God ſhould thus wea'gn our 


ſtrength, undermine the fabrick,, by cutting off ſo 


many faithful Shepherds in /o ſhort a"fpace,there- 
n ſeeming as if he would mate a way to bis nrasvh. 
But as your dark parts have more need of fach 
fa:thfal Watchmen ;, ſo you are moſt empried, God 
having of late renewed hu witneſſes againſt you, 
and broken you with breach upon breach \, before 
your eyes were fully wiped for one lojs, another 
fol.ows at the heels, like Job's meſſengers, bring- 
tng the ſad tidings of the death of another gracioas 
Alumſter, and this laſt is not the leaſt, under 
which you lye bleeding. It 5 true, on his account 
that's gone, you have no reaſon to lament, God 
hath put a bleſſed end to 15 torturing pains of bo« 
ay, perplexing thouthts of heart, and indefatiga- 
ble labours sn the Miniſtry, and crown'd bum with 
glory; the ſharper was his paſſage, the ſweeter is 


his 


/ 
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his preſent repoſe; he finds himſelf abundantly re- 
warded. God made great uſe of him here, and 
bath now ta\en him home to kimſelf, His afflittions, 
temptations, oppoſir.ons, were above the ordinar 

Yate, WiIHICh as they aſſimilated him to his Maſter, 
ſo they prooted his greater uſefulneſs here, and 
fittedneſs for heavon;the lintel-ſtones and pillars of 
the new Feruſalem, ſufſer more knocks of Gods 
hammer and tool,than the common ſide-wail ſtones ;, 
God wearied him out of this world, and made hea- 
ven welcome ;, wiſh him not here again, but labour 
zo improve this dreadful breach, by remembring his 
Dettrine, witating his exemplary prattice ;, and 
underſtsnding Gods deciſion in this ſo amazin 

ſtroke, ſearch out that achan that hath troubled 
your camp, lay to heart ſin, reform your lives, 
live up to the Dottrines you have been taught ;, and 
do theſe in particular which are here preſented to 
your view, and I am confident will be acceptable 
fo you, though wanting the warming-accent of his 
lively voice, which was full of ſparkling ſpirits ; 
you muſt ſee his face, hear his voice no more in 
your ſolemn aſſen.blies 5, but yet this Elijah as be 
mounted up to heaven in a c:ariot of fire, dropped 
down this paper-mantle among us, which by the 
ſpirit of grace concurring,may divide the ſwe!l ing- 
waves of Jordan; I mean, /eparate betwixt pre- 
cious ſouls and thoſe abominations which at this 
day over flow all banks and bounds. Oh that Gods 
Spirit may by theſe conduits convey ſpiritual life 
and marrow into your fouls, that you may live, 
though Miniſters ate, they ate civilly, naturally, 
; ' may 
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may you live ſpiritually, eternally. This ſervant 
of God ſpent himſelf as a candle to grve you light 
if ever it might be ſaid of a mortal man, as of 
our Saviour, The z-al of thy houſe hath caten 
me up, it may be ſaid ſc of this choice ſervant of 
God, who ſpent and was ſpent for ſouls ;, who 
counted not his life dear unto him, that he might 
finiſh his courſe with py, in lahours more abuns= 
dant. But I purpoſely wave what concerns his per- 
fon at preſent, leaving a rough draught of his 
ſmooth life to a fitter ſeaſon. 

All T ſhall add s,to grve a brief account of theſe 
enſuing Treatijes: As to the printing of them, 
thoneh Solomen caution his Son againſt making 
and reading many Books, Ecclet, 12 12, yet that 
only ſounds a retreat to luxuriant wits in a ſcrib- 
ling age, as ro writing upon ſome ſubjetts, or for 
vain glory, but doth not ſimply condemn writin 
Books, which hath been the key of diſcipline, an 
Herauld of the Go/pel, and a notable mean to 
propzgate true Rel:pron. eAs for theſe diſcourſes 
upon Common juvjecis, I pickt them out of a vaſt 
bundle of variety of excelieur diſcourſes,upon ſuch 
accounts as theſe. 

1. Becauſe I do not remember any ſuch full 
Treatiſes upon theſe heads. 

2, Yet they are nceaful and uſeful, pleaſant 
and profitable. 

3- They are handed out -in a taking-method and 
manner. 

4. His heart was much carried out in preach- 
ng Chriſt to ſinners, be profeſſed moſt delight in 


it 3 
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it 5 theſe Sermons then are the lively idea of his 
Goſpel ſpirit. 

5. God made them ſavoury and deleftable in 
their firſt verbal delivery, and why not upon a 
fecond review ? 

6. This ſervant of God us likely to preach no 
more, but hereby being dead he yet ſpeakcth 

7. The importunity of ſuch friends as deſerved 
to be oratified, extorted this [labour of love to the 
ſouls of ſinners, nor (hall it repent ws to expoſe it 
naked to the worlds cenſures, ſo it may by Geads 
bleſſing profit any. 

For Treatiſes themſelves, though carried on by 
way of ſirrilitude and reſemblance, yet are not 

therefore to be deſpiſed ov rejetted; 
Lumen ſuper- the Prophets uſed ſimilitudes,Chriſt 
num nunqguim preacht much in Parabies, and this 
defends fone way ſweetly inſtills Trutys with de- 
indumentoe-s ,. - | od 
Rab. Cup. in light and clearneſs into the min 
Synt. Apoſt. and affe tion ; ſo tbat Cyprian's 
p.177,178. Caution be well regarded, that they 

be net ſtretcht too far : He mn- 
ftanceth in leaven', 1 may inſtance in this gift of 
God: Jeſus Chriſt :s not jo a gift, ut that he ts alſo 
a Lord, not tobe ruled by 1, but to rule : To 
us a Son is given, [/a. g. 6. but how? that yet 
the government might he upon his fNoulder. As 
he ts the Lords Cbriſt, ſo he us Chriſt the Lord,who 
will rule where he reſts,” and reign where ever he us 
received; he will be | ord as well as Life, a Ma- 
fter as well as a Treaſure: he will ſway bu righte- 
4 ſcepter over u4, as well as vouchſafe his glort- 
' 0d 
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ous benefits to 47, he expetts we (hould be his ſer- 
vants as well as his friends ;, we muſt be the Lords 
Nethinims, given to God; yea by cur ſelves, as 
we expett th 15 bleſſed Donative frem God, he that 
will not be ruled 'y his golden ſcepter,ſhall be cruſh- 


ed by his iron rod. And as feſus Chriſt is a gift, 
ſo he is food, bread of life, heav:nly manna yet 
this muſt not be ſtretcht too far ;, for in this he is 
contrary to ordinary corporal food, for though be 
feed ſouls, he turns them (nct they bim) into his 
holy, heavenly nature. Chriſt as the gift of God 
is the matter of this feaſt, Chriſt as Lord is the 
maſter and maker of this feaſt. «All this muſt be 
underſtood ſuitable to the majeſty of the Son of God, 
and according to the nature of Metaphors , other- 
w/e ſaith Cyprian, If they were the ſame, they 
were not examples, but the things rather which 
they illuſtrate. But all theſe ſimilitudes fall infi- 
nitely ſhort of the perfettion of him who is above 
finite excellencies, { Nec ſimilitucinem fubſtantiz 
in facturis ſuis habere potett ile, qui faRtor eſt 
omnium.7] AUT ſhail add further on this account 
is that caution of his in a like caje, | Et jam hoc 
leco mundior auditus requiritur & purior fen- 
lus, | Let your ſenſes be raiſed to ſpiritual objects, 
Having hinted a few words concerning the Au- 
thor and Treatiſes, grve me leave, having this fair 
opportunity,to beſpeak the once conſtant attenders 
upon this good mans Mimiſtry, and thoſe are either 
ſinners or Saints. | 
A's for unconverted ſinners that attended ſuch 
powerful awakening preaching, and have ſitten out 


theſe 
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theſe loud calls, and pathetical intreaties, and ra- 
tional Interrogatories, Perſwaſives, Expoſtulati- 
ons; I may now ſay, Lord have mercy upon you, 
your caſe 1s miſerable ;, hath your Mimiſter killed 
himſelf to ſave your ſouls, and yet will you not be 
ſaved? have you worn him to the ſtumps, and 
quenched his nat;zzral light with your ſpiritual dead- 
neſs ? Have you ſlifiei all thoſe convittions you 
have had unaer his Miniſtry * And have you not 
reaſon to fear that Gods Spirit vill ſtrive with yor 
20 more f Where will you find ſuch another upripht 
Nathanecl, ſuc 2 rouzzng Boanerges, ſuch a 
melting Barnabas ? Shall he that ſtudied,travelled, 
ſweat, wept, ſigh'd, and ſuffered, be brought in 
as 4 teſtimony againſt you? He was mighty in 
prayer 5 were you ſtupid when be wreſtled with 
God for you, and was loath to be put off without a 
ſoul at a Sermon * Did you look, about you as per- 
ſons unconcerned in Prayer, Sermons, and com= 
paſſionate workings of his ſoul for you? God 
knows, and you ſhall know, there bath been a Pro- 
phet amongſt you 5 he hath waſht his hands from 
the guilt of your blood by faithful warnings, your 
blood be upon your own heads : yea, may not his 
blood come to be upon your heads? Yea, may not 
the guilt of the blood of the Son of God be required 


at your hands * And have you worn out man? are 


| you 0t content to Weary men, but will you weary 


out God alſo ? Shall Chriſt weep over you as over 
Jeruſalem, 4nd ſay as Luk. 19.42. It thou hadſt 


known, even thou at leaſt in this thy day, the 


things which belong unto thy peace ! but -=_ 
; | they 
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they are hid trom thine eyes. Though you cannot 
hear your former Miniſter's liv:ng voice, yet 1 
ſend you one ſummons more to your eyes in his own 
words; if this will not prevail, expett to hear an- 
other manner of meſſage from tie great [ehovah, 
Cut them down, tor they cun;ber the ground 


bind them hand and foot, and caſt them into the _ © © 


fire. 

1. Is there not yet ſome ignorant ſouls amon 
yeu, that have not the knowledg of God, (hiſt, 
Goſpel myſteries * And if you kaow not this gift 
of God, no wonder you ſlight it *, if you know not 
the worth of this jewel, or your need of it, you can- 
not eſteem or deſire it ;, a blind man cannot diſtin- 
guiſh colours, ſwallows many a gnat, knows not 
whither he goeth. God complains, His people are 
deſtroyed tor lack of knowledg, Hof. 4 6. So- 
lomon ſa#th, Without it the heart is not good, 
Prov. 19. 2. The Apoſtle ſaith, If our Goſpel 
be hid, *tis hid to them that are loſt, 2 Cor. 4. 3s 
And the Prophet ſaith, He will have no mercy 
on a people that have no underitanding, I1/a. 27. 
I1.. Alas ! the whole ſoul is miſouided with this 
blind guide; the will is perverted, affettions ran- 
Sings conſcience dittates ami/s, for its a witneſs 

ut to what it knows ;, and thy clock cannot go if 
the weights be taken off. God Almighty pity you { 
it's a ſhameful thing to be ignorant, but it's damn- 
ning to be wilfully ignorant, yea it will aggravate 
damnation, 1 Cor. 15. 34. Oh now at laſt ply 
your work, read, pray, confer, meditate : One 
wor think.the poor priſoner ſhould take pains to 


learn” 
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learn to read, that knows he muſt be hanged if he 


cannot read his neck-ver ſe, but if you be negligent, 
God may ſeal you np in darkneſs, and ſay, if any 
be :gnorant let him be ignorant, 1 Cor, 14- 38. 

2. Is any among you an hypoerite, that makes 
« fair [hew in the fleſ h, that paint your ontſides 
with 4 gooaly garniſh of Com non gifts, and out- 
fſede duties, that have owned your godly Wnsſter 
lwvins, and honour his memorial now dead, but 
have not obeyed from the heart the Dottrine which 
he delivered, or have not been delivered into the 
form of Golpel-dottrine;, that are one thing before 
others 171 Meetings, another t11ng alone and in your 
families ;, that can down with lome common aits 0 
religwuſneſs, but [l; geht telf- denying. fleſh- as/plea- 
fing dures}, totally $93. "aa WP with heart-work. 
and mortify:ng /pecial luſts, yea rather uſe duties 
4s acleak to cover ſin, thn ſpiritual armour tos 
fehr ag tn jt oe? las, bow many is there that were 
baptized 81 infancy, 10in with Chriſtians as with 
4 party or faction, ſ'rde into a profeſſion, that ne- 
ver Came 1n by the a of & php tt and /o ae- 
eeive themſelves and others, Miniſters judg oha- 
ritauly of Profeſſors, know not mens nearts;, and 
tbough they expreſs their jealouſie, and + grve 
fautfal Camtions, yet encourage good beginnings, 
and opeful ſhews in ſuch an evil day as this 15,bat 
way be mijtaken ;, for who would judg hum an ene- 
my that marcherh after Chriſt F an wears his 
colours, learneth his poſtures, bath got the word, 
keeps bis rank, Converſeth-with Saints in a religs- 
0:4 havit ard language ? yet ſuch may be hypocrnes, 


an 
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and prove apoſtates, witneſs Judas, Simon Ma- 
gus, Demas, Himeneus, Philetus, &c. Oh Stirs, 
as you love your ſouls, ſee to the truth of grace, 
the root of the matter; be as good or better than 
you ſeem; the heart-ſearching God knows your 
home-hehaviour, and ſees how your principles are 
ſated; and as you would ſee Gods face and meet 
your godly Miniſter with comfort, be ſincere and 
ſingle- ſpirited. H $465 

3. Are any amongſt you worldlings, additing 
your ſelves to purſue and dote upon the profits of 
the world? That ſpend moſt of your time un la- 
ding your ſelves with thick clay,and panting after 
the duſt of the earth? are theſe things fatufatto> 
ry ? Have you ever weighed them 1n- the ballance. 
of retified reaſon? did you never heay. of better, 
things? Did you ever bear that riches made men 
happy.? Have you not ſeen riches jake wings and. 
leave the poſſeſſor ? Or have you not ſeen the rich. 
die as well as poor. and leave their wealth behind. 
thew? Alas!the world was never true to any that 
truſted to it ? It's @ ſad thing to ſee men almoſt 
pre/ſed to deach, ſtill call for more weighs.;, zo ſee 
perſons full of drink, greedy of more, ahd com-. 
plaining they die for thirſt : Oh but ſaith Chriſt, 
{ am the bread of life. he that cometh 'to_ me 
ſhall geyer.hunger, and he that belieyeth in me! 
{hall never thirſt, -Foh. 6. 23 5. . The enjoyment of 


C briſt quencheth world{y thirſt ; the (Lord awake | 
your ſpirits to ſee how vaſt a diſtaice theye is be-" 


1wixt earth and beaven; apd ſtir up your ſpirits to 
a preportionable care about ſoul-concerpments. 
R ; 4: [s 
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4. Is there a ſlothful, careleſs, or diſcouraged 


ſoul among you, that loves his eaſe better than life, 
that will not take the pains to be ſaved, or that is 
mot reſolved for heaven, but in ſuſpenſe, as balt- 
$17 b rwixt two opinions, could have a months mind 
after (rift were it not for the inconveniences that 
attend him,difficulties in Reliozon d:jconrage them, 
and having much ſenſe which vears ſway, diſtruſt 
prevails, and ſhouts faith to the heart, ſo that the 
poor ſoul falls flat at Satans feet, grows liſtleſs to 
duty: 45 one who fees the Well dry,brea's or throws 
away bi pitcher», ſome ave ready to ſay as thoſe, 
Jer. 2. 25. when God ſaith, With hold thy foot 
fron being unfhod, (i.e. do not by putting off 
thy ſhoos addreſs thy ſelf to a ſlothful or an adul- 
rerous bed] and thy throat trom thirſt, (i.e. 
forbear thy ſinful thirſt and deſires after idols aud 
vanities] but thou faidſt, there is no hope,[irs 
to no purpoſe, paſt cure, pai care} | have loved 
ſtrangers, and after them will'I go, | you may 
fave a libour, I am too far fone to turn now, God 
hath caſt me off, I am deſperite, and may as well 
take my fill of eaſe and /enſual yieaſures, for this 
$55 all the hequen 1 am like to have. }T bus ts a dread- 
ful caſe, and ſuch ſinners ſurely underſtand not 
what it is to be damned, and have not learned 
Chriſts readineſs to pardon and accept penitent 


ſmuers. That was a wretched anſwer that that 


blaſphemous Arrian made (executed at Norwich 
Qacen t|:zabeth*s days ) to /uch as urged him ta 
repent, that Chriſt might pardon hum ;, deſperate- 
ly replied, And is that God of yours fo _ 
| [v 
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ful indeed as to pardon fo readily thofe rhat 
bl:{-heme him, then | renounce and defie him, 
| horrela referens,) Ohthat ever fuch an bellsſh 
word ſhould ever be belched out of the olack month 
of al:ving man! but 1s net thu the language of 
ſome mens hearts and lruves ? do not ſome jay ts 
to 1:0 purpoſe torurn, God hath grven me up, and 
it cannot be helpt, I am lize to 20 to hell, and 1 
will be damned for ſomewhat. Oh horrible ? that 
ſinners ſhould ſo deſperately throw away their 
precious immortal ſouls ! and ſeez to murder Chrift 
as man,by ſinning. as Gog, by deſpairing. eAlas, 
that ever ſinners ſhonld fo kick, and ſpurn at the 
warm bowels of love, or deſpiſe the riches of hs 
Zoodanefſs, or ſin though grace abound ! but men 
abuſe grace, on both hands turning grace imo laſ- 
civiouſneſs by preſumption and deſpair, but the 
Sun hardens clay , and brengs forth a fiinking 
ſmelt from a dirty dunghill ; Fuſtice will be glorse 
fied upon thoſe that would net honour Chriſt and 
grace by believing. £ 
But God forbid, my Brethren, that you ſhout 
ſplit on either of theſe dangerous vocks, or ran 
your ſorils upon the ſands of floth or ſenſuality. Oh 
[hall not the calls of God, the death of Chriſt, the 
entreaties of your Miniſter, checks of your own 
conſcience, nothing avail? for Gods ſake, for 
. Chriſts ſake, for your own ſouls fakes, leok_afrer 
4 title to bleſſed Teſws here ſo lively deſcribed; you 
Cannot be damned at fo cheap a rate as others; 4 
Goſpel-bell is hotter than a Law-bell; « ſcemins 
_ Chriſtian ſhall fink lower than an ignorant bea- 
- | B 2 then ; 
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then; alifting up to heaven in priviledges.,makes 
the fall lower sn torments. But you'l ſay, God for- 
bid, we would gladly have Chriſt, and bope we 
have him, and pardon. by kim; I ſay, Amen, 
would to God it were ſo, but be not deceived, 
many that pretend to take him, miſtake him, and ſo 
wiſs of kim; it's not a conceit, but receit 0 

Chriſt that will advantage you, the ſhadow doth 
not ſhelter except you be under it, the plaiſter cures 
not unleſs applied, the pby/ick works not unleſs ta- 
ken; Chriſt 1s of none effect to you withont faith, 
faith will do you no good, except it be unfeigned, 
faith is not right if it divide Chriſt, (briſt is 
diviaed if not taken as Lord as well as Saviour, 
God ss reſolved not to parcel out | is Son by piece - 
meal, as men ſell wares in their ſhaps, cut off what 
every one likes and no more ;, ſo he would have cu- 
ſtomers more than a good many, one would have 
(briſt as Prieſt to pardon, not as Xing to govern; 
they jadg him a troubleſome gueſt, cumberſome 
wares, if indeed he will be maſier, and rov them 
of their luſts, and rule them by his laws, ſaying, 
We will nas have this man to rule over us, the 
great controverſie hath been in Nations, Churches, 
hearts, whether or no Feſus muſt be ſole Lord and 
Aaſter , God and Grace are for. ((hriſts prehemi- 
nence;God hath ſet his Son upon h:s holy hill;Grace 
ſets the Crown upon his head \ Satau and lufs con- 
tradiftt tt. The Devil, ſaith Luther, hates that 
word more thau any in the Bible, Pial. 110. 1 

1 IIVTTAVL Ze. Sit thou on iny right hand 5 an 

.4 corrupt heart ta'gs bis part, but his arrows ſhalt 


- be 
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be ſharp in the hearts of the Kings enemies, he will 
rule in the midſt of them to conver ſion or confuſion 
of them. Oh be you Virgin: followers of the Lamb, 
accept of him, give up your ſelves to him, and you 
ſhall find him what us here reported of him, the 
choiceſt gift and beſt Maſter. 

As for you into whoſe ſanitified ſouls God hath 
dropt this rich and rare gift, had 1 time and room 
I might ſay much for counſel and comfort t2 theſe 
conſecrated ones, 

You, you, above others have reaſon to adore free 
grace, that gave you ſuch a Miniſter who laid 
open the riches of Grace before you, who threapt 
k:naneſs upon you, and was loth to leave you with 
a denial; free-grace came with the key of Spirat 
ard Word, ,and opened your hearts as he did the 
heart of Lidia, and uf q poſſeſſion .of you for the 
Kung of Glory. Oh who or what were you, that 
the bizheſt Majeſty would ſtand ſo long knocking, 
and ſaying, Opca to me, my. fifter, my love! 
Cant. 5. 3, 4, 5- And when you ſnorted in your 
beds, or gave him a churliſy anſwer, be put his 
ard by the hole of the door, and cauſed your bow- 
els to moan after him, yea be left behind ſweet- 
jmelliing myrrh upon the handles of the lock,, which 
caujea you to run after hiv: with love-ſics motions 
t:z you found ard tnjyed biv:. eAnd Oh how 
Jweet was the enjoyment of ſo dear « friend ! Let 
their money periſh with them ( ſaid that neble 
arq eſ; Galeaſius) that eſteem all the riches 
ta ihe world worth more than one: hours com- 
| nn olkg. i: wm” 
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munion with Jeſus Chriſt. 7 ſhall not anticipate 
the work of this enſuing Diſcourſe, yet give me 
leave to propound theſe few branches of counſel as 


a ſupplement to it. | 

I. Be not miſtaken in your title to this gift ;many 
are: miſtakes are eaſie and dangerous, thouſands 
of ſouls are like the man at Athens that laid ciaim 
to every Merchants Ship that came to ſhore, the 
wain lyes in ma\ing good your title ;, he that boaſt- 
eth of a falſe gift,ss like clouds and winds without 
rain, Ptov. 25. 14. 4 groundleſs vapour , what 
are you better for others imagining, or your own 
conceting that Chriſt is yours, if it be not found 
ſo at the day of trial ? your diſappointment will 
but aggravate your torment : God prevent it , do 
you y — prevent it by a ſpeedy impartial ſearch, 
and calling in aid from beaven to diſcover your 
ſtate, and know the worſt in time. eAnd as you 
way think, you have a title to Chriſt when you 
have not ;. ſo on the contrary, you may ( at leaſt in 
4 temptation ) think you have notitle to Chriſt, and 
yet he may be yours ;, your friend whom you ſeek 
way be in the houſe, coming in at the back door, 
when you expett him at the fore door 5, you have 
bim by faith, th:ugh you feel him not in [inſe 

2. Be moſt jealous of your ſelves when you have 
found moſt ſenſible incomes of his grace, Satan 
like a Pirate envies and makes moſt at a richly 


laden Ship ; Cheats ſtrike in with a young heir, 


when be bath newly received his rents :, you are 


never in more danger than after your ſweeteſF 
enlargements ; watch and pray,believe and mo 


» | 
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let your hand be on your purſe, and yoar eye on the 
chief; þ e will look you in the face like an angel of 
light, and rob you ,, when a white arvil allures 

you, he is worje than a black, devil that affrights 

you 7, a5 one ſaith, I love a rumbling raging devil, 
comparatively , 1.: ;au do wleaſt burt when we ſu- 

ſpett him moſt; a calm at Sea doth more miſchief 

than a ſturms ;, alethargy of ſecurity 1s more dan» 
gerous than a feaver of joul-trouble. T ake beed 0 
your ſelves that you loſe rot what you have wrought, 
but that you receive a full reward, let this gift of 
God make you aſpire after the higheſt enjoyment of 
God in eternal life, which is alſo the pift of God, 

3- Lrve npon and live up to this bleſſed gift of 
Godzimprove Feſus Chriſt.T he height of true Chrs- 
ſtian perfettion, is a full view of this lovely Feſut, | 
a conformity to him, and deriving all influences 
from him; there's freſh ſprings in bim, new un» © 
heard-of treaſures, an unknown-land of grace and 
delights in him ; ſet your ciſtern under the cock, 

pat the month of faith to the full breafts of Goſpel- 

promiſes made in Feſus Chriſt, Pray mach, give © 

Ged no reſt :, tell God there's enough in. bis Son of 
that. you want, in bim are hid all the treaſures of 
witdom and knowledg, Col. 2.3. why fhould you 
want, when there's enough laid ap for your why 
"fhauld you be afraid to ask, when all is of free- 
gift ! Gods more willing to grove than you are: 80 

*| ."veceive, it eaſeth his heart, as it were, togive of - 

| phe r6ches of his grace to ſinners King Janres gave © 
- to Sir HenryRich(after Earl of Holland) 3000l. 
| 6 once, who had wiſut for ſo much money; You 

XN B 4 think - 
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think (ſaith the King ) now you have a:great 
purchaſe, but I am more delighted to think how: 
much I have ptealur'd yow in giving, . than, you 
are in receiving. Gods gifts finding: room and 
welcome in your hearts, is infinite content to an 
open-handed giver ;, but you wuſt nether ſlight 
nor trifle away his gifts;, you live all cf bevging, 
beggars muſt not be waſters, (Nemo prodiger Gui 
mendicat) own God zn all, give him the-glory, 
When thou haſt thy beſt $ uit on, #emember- who 
bought it, made it, put it on, keeps it 03:: what. haſ 
thou that's not received ? thank thy good Maſter 
for ſo bountiful an alms . ie” 
*. 4+ Admire free-grace in this great gift: I. have 
heard of 4 gracious ((hriſtian that lyzng down. in 
bis bed, and riſtng up, had this in his mund and 
-mouth, Thanks be to God for his unſpeakable 
-Giit- | Feſzes Chriſt 12 ſuch a\gift as never. came out 
\of the bands of God, and was never received hy 
the hands of man ;, a gift that conſecrates all other 
-rifts, as the altar ſanttified the gift laid thereon, 
all Gods. gifts to. us without this, world in ſome.ſort 
" be. giftleſs gifts, crumbs caſt to dozs, as Luther 
.calldthe:Turkiſh Empire ;, without which all our 
per ſons and performances. are no better than dung 
\$n'Gods-arcount, yea in Sawits eſteem, as ſo many 
- Oyphers without a figure 5, yea, without Chriſt we 
oor ſelves:bdd been dead and. damn'd. wretches. 
* Chriſt ws, the darling of Heaven, the delightof 
vBaints, the objeth of Angels admiration: If. eas 
.uvex and earth: were. conſolidated; into one: wityſy 
1: Pearl it wonld nat be as the dyſtran the ballance to 
* '- op & | bleſſed 
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bleſſed Feſus ;, caſt in all the koly eAngels and ra- 


tional ſouls, they would all be but trifles compared 
with this Lamb of God, He ts the beſt part of 
heaven, all heaven, more than heaven ; the Kin 

mazes the Court, his preſence makes heaven, which 
would be a black. nothing, a T ohu, and Bohu, ar 
hell wit'-eut his company. Oh that real Saints were 
tranſported with admiration of Goas love in giving 
Chriſt, and Chriſts love in giving himſelf for and 
to them ! this will be their work jor ever; begin 
it here, ard cry out with the 7artyr in the flames, 
None but Chriſt, none but Chriſt. Be content to 
be burnt ;n this heavenly Sun, jo you may more 
fully fee and admire him.. Long to ſee his bleſſed 
face upon his Throne, though you could not fee his 
face in the fleſh, Live to him here, that you may 
live with kin hereafter. Sirce he 15 given to you - 
give your ſelves back_to him, (ome and ſee, make 
ſtrange diſcoveries, the nearer you approach to © 
hin, the better you'l like him. We are dim-ſighted, 
and unaffetted here, but perfett faculties, ard an 
endleſs eternity will compleat our praiſes of Him. 
Thy beſt is reſerved til the laſt. Read and live, 
and learn what © hrifÞ is , but die and learn bet- 
ter ;, ſight will make you perfect Scholars, Whi- 
ther this C hriſt-admiring jriend ts gone, whither | 
I pray God bring your :mmmortal ſouls, with 


Your Souls real friend 


in Chriſtian Offices, 


WU, ith 
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Joh. 4, 10. Feſus anſwered and ſaid unto her, if 
| thou kneweſt the gift of God, and who it #5 that 
ſaith unto thee, Give me to drink thou wouldeſt 


have asked of him, and he would have given 
thee long water. 


FMIaity: HE firit thing that God 
NZ IP NU created in ry world was 
2 Light, Gen. 1.3. and the 
"RY firſt work of God in the 
> renovation or new Crea- - 
AY tion of loſt man, is to 
Wh) . create light in the heart of 
RW OVRTONTs ſuch as dwell in the region 
of darknels,and fit in the ſhadow of: death, The 
natural man is darkneſs, and knoweth not 
the things of the Spirit of God, becauſe they | 
are {piritually dilcerned. And (Ignots nulla cu- * 
p3do) what we know not, we do not,we cannot | 
deſire ; one great reaſon then why men ſubmit | 
not themſelves ro the government and ways of 
Chriſt,is becauſe their minds are not enlightned 
thorowly, and in a manner ſuitably to the na- 
ture and worth thereof; ſo long as they feel no 
neceſſity of Chriſt, ſee no beauty or excellency 
in him, they keep themſelves at a diſtance from 
Him and their own happineſs. Hagar was near 


the Well, but her eyes were not opened, and 


there- - 
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therefore ſhe made not towards it. So this Wo- 
man to whom Chriſt ſpoke in the Text,was ncar 
the well of living water,the fountain of all grace 
and comfort, yet her eyes were ſhut, and ſhe 
| knewit not, of which Chriſt does admonith her 
in theſe words, If thou kneweſt the gift of God, 
and who it is that ſaith unto thee, cc. They are 
the words of our bleſſed Saviour to the Sama- 
ritau woman at Jacob's Well near the Cit 
char, and part of that conference he had with 
. herin his Diſciples abſence. 

In this Chapter you have a relation of Chriſts 
Journey from Judea by Samaria to Giles, to- 
| age with the occaſion thereof, 1: m4ny ob- 

rvable paſſages in the way. 1 '{ orty and 
'but lightly touch upon thole that concern this 
Woman in whole perſon is excmplifie.] thar ſay- 
ing of the Prophet 1/a. a | Tam ſourht of 
them that asked not for we, 1 an found of them 
that ſought me not; I ſaid veho!d me, behold me, to 
'a Nation that was not cailed by my name, The 
- Rory is this; Our Saviour Chriſt leaving Fudea, 
retires to Galilee :: z now the way to Galzles lay 
through Samaria; as he went, there fell out an 
extraordinary thing, or as "alviz calls it, a hap- 
-py chance: for coming to Syc+ar, which place 
(though its name be no where elle mentioned in 
Scripture) 15 commonly thought to be S:chem, 
' fituated:on the ſide of mount Gerizz:im, the in- 
' habitants whereof were murdered by . Simeoz 
"and Levi. Fereme (who thinks that 'tiscorrupt- 
ly read Sychar for Sickers) faith in his time it 
, 7", Was 


Chriſt the choiceſt (Giſt. y 


7 
was called Neapolis. "Here was a noted Well of 
{pringing-water, which did bear Facob*s name z 
now Chri:t coming hither in the heat of the 
day about the ſixth hour, z.e, at noon; he was 
weary, and fate on the Well as one weary, or re- 
pretcenting the geſture of a tired man, without 
ſeeming to ſtay there to any other purpole, 
though in the ſecret of his Frovidence he had 
an intcnt to convert the people of that place; at 
the-lame time comes a Samaritan woman ' to, 
draw water, a Samaritan by Nation and Religi- 
on; Jeſus asked her water to drink, as to refreſh 
himiclf in his wearinels and thirſt, ſo alſo to 
give occaſion of diſcourſe for the Salvation of 
her and many others. Thus he that was rich and 
Lord of all, became ſo poor in the days-of his 
fleſh, as to aska cup of cold water, and that. of 
a ſtranger, and one that denies him with icorn- 
and dildain. . The woman antwers him readily, 
and roughly, How :s it that thou being a Few a5k- 
eſt water of me which am a © amaritan ? (and.ane 
realon 15 annexed cither by the woman or Evan- 
geliſt) for the Fews have no dealings with the Sa- 
waritans, He doth not mean.no commerce .at ail 
(for the Diſciples were gone to buy meat? hue 
not to ask or r:ccive courteires. Theſe $arars- 
tans were amixture of Pagan Natians, who.be- 
ing brought, thither by. the King of Aria, 
{2 Kig...17-.24.) after, the captivity of-the 
Iſraelues, had built themſelves a Temple. on 
'Mount Ger:z2:m,and together with lore Apo 
Nate Jews had there eftabliſhed a falle Woritip 
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in 1nitation of that at Fern/alem; therefore 
they were excommunicated by the Fews, who 
accounted them wicked and profane : Likewile 
the Samaritans thought themſelves polluted if 
they touched a Few; fo they mutually hated and 
deſpiſed each other. Chriſt in the Text is not 
moved to anger with theſe terms of hoſtility; 
but proceeds to preach the Grace of God, and 
power of his Spirit, If thou kneweſt the gift of 
God, &c. The woman till perfilts in contradict- 
ing him, and firſt chargeth him with promiſing 
more than he was able to perform, The well :s 
deep, and thou haſt nothing to draw with, for the 
Fews and Samaritans held it a pollution to uſe 
each others veſſels. 

2. She acculeth him of arrogancy becauſe he 
preferred himſelf before the Patriarch Jacob ; 
This Well ſufficed bim and his family,and who ma- 
keſt thou thy ſelf tobe? what better water [peakeſt 
thou of ? but Chriſt till bears with her. O what 
contradictions of ſinners did he endure ! how 
long is it ere Chriſt can make men willing to 
imbrace Golpel-offers and terms of mercy ! He 
proves himſelf to be greater than Facob,by ſhew- 
." Ing the difference between this Myftical and 
Spiritual water ſpringing and refreſhing to eter- 
nity (which Facob could not give) and that 
which Facob gave his Sons, which could only 
quench a preſent thirſt, Still the woman pro- 
ceeds in her ſcoffing and opprobrious exprefh- 
ons, (O how hard is it to believe their word of 
whoſe authority we are not well. perſwaded) 
Grue 
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Give me this water, ſaith ſhe ironically, or flout- 
ingly, 9.4. thou makeſt great brags, but 1 ſee 
nothing z if thou carſt do any thing,let me ſee it 
indeed. Queſtionleſs the woman knew well 
enough that Chriſt ſpeaks of {piritual water;but 
becauſe ſhe deſpiſed himyſhe eſteemed all his pro- 
miſes as good as nothing. *Tis high time Chrift 
ſhould now bid go call her husband,having born 
with her perverſe anſwers all this whilezhe now 
{mites her with the ſenſe of her own fin, and his 
divine Majeſty, before whom ſhe had deported 
her {elf to ſecurely and audaciouſly; fo are con- 
fident ſinners to be wounded that they may be 
healed, and that the only way to deal with ſuch 
asare obſtinate and dally with heavenly things,is 
to convince them thorowly, and to awake them 
from their ſecurity and careletneſs in ſo great an 
intereſt as their own falvation : She knew that 
ſhe lived in fin, yet her conſcience conld not a- 
wake till a Divine hand ſeemed to touch the 
wounds thereof; Here allo the tender mercy of 
Chriſt is to be obſerved; he {aid not, Go thou 
Adultreſs and call thy partner in fin, thy preten- 
ded husband, that you may hear your 'doomss 
(as 1 Cor. 6. 9, 19.) but he ques Rtileth him 
husband whom he knew to be an adulterer, that 
ſhe might neither preſume any longer to 
conteft with the ſearcher of ' hearts, nor 
deſpair of his mercy , whole lenity in repro. 
vins ſpake him merciful to cure and amend 
not buſie and malicious to find fault and accuſe, 
Hereupon ſhe gave him ſome more reyerence, 
call. 
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calling him a Propliet, and he fully reyeals him- 
ſelf to her, to the converſion of her and many 
other Samaritans. 
Jn this verſe we have Chriſts mild and Sraci- 
ous anſwer to the womans irreverent and uncivil 
detiial of his fmall requeſt of a little water to 
drink; wherein obſerve, 
1, The Preface, Zeſus anſwered and ſaid. 
+ The Anſwer it ſelf; in which is firſt a Sup- 
poſition, :1f thou kneweFF, &&c. 
- 2. A DeduGtion therefrom, Thou woulde£t 
bave 4ked, Cc. "Bt nIers, Thy Sopeay 7% ©e8.%) Tis 
Bay 3 Abyay cot, Ag wot TIEV,0U av iTHT45 AUTO ,Y, 
ED orvr. &p 001 vo; (n'v. 
- The gift of God] what is meant by this gift ? 
ſome think he means this of the Spirit which 
was to be given, Foh. 7. 37. others the Grace of 
God offered by Chriſt, or the opportunity of 
Salvation tendered by Chriſt to this woman ; fo 
. the Evangelical call and grace is called &asezy 
Os, Epheſ. 2-3 (as Grotius obſerves) and then 
the ſents is, If thou didſt but underitand how 
great the benefit of this eccaſion is which God free- 
ly put into thine hands,thou wouldest be ſo far from 
denying me that water, that thou wouldeſt agh of 
me, Cc. 

But-moſt and beſt Expoſitors take it tobe 
* meant of Chriſt himſelf, both becaute the Arti- 

cle ſhews it to be ſome eminent or excellent gift. 

He faith not indefinitely: $@:e4y donum, nor in 
the._Plural number T5 Sages dona, but Thy 
Sp 8, donum hoc vel illud, that: gift Chriſt as 
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given to the world, Fch, 3. 16. and offered to 
this woman by the Father, and alfo that which 
follows ſeems to be exegetical of this, 1 thou 
kneweſt the gift of God and who it «, GC. 
[4g 7h; b2ur] expoſitio ejuus quod 5= | & quis 
quantiſq,, &c. | 1.e. Filins Dei, Salyator Mun- 
di, Grotius. I read thete two members (faith 
Calvin) if thou didjt know, and who it #, 10 
diftintlv, that the latter 1s as it were an in- 
terpretation of the former ; and he adds, the 
fenſe will be more plain, it inſtead of the 
copulative conjuntivun [ and ] you pur 
the expolitive particle, [Namely ] thus, if 
thou didft krow the gift of God, namely, who t 
i that talketh with w_ , for this was a tngu- 
lar benefit. of God, to have Chriſt preſent, 
who brought with Bo everlaſting life. And 
hence we learn that we do then know who 
Cirift is, when we underſtand what the Father 
hath given us in him, and what good things 
he himtelf olicreth to us, 

od og Cav, Water in feveral places hath-dif- 
ferent fiprifications : Here and .in the Apoca- 
lypftCairh Gretiz: ) 1 doubt not but that it ſigni: 
hes the Evangelical Doctrine, as It Contains 
thoſe things which are neceſſary and: ſut- 


ficient to ob:;ain'cternal liie., And many of 


the Fathers difizr tot much from this, who 
take it to mean the water of Baptiſm, as it is a 
folemn profeflion of that DoQrine z Piſcator 


and'others take jr to be meant of the holy; Spi- 


rit, as > APPCars by the 14 verl. A will of waces 
ſpring- 


«.# 
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ſpringing up to eternal life, Joh. 7.39. So Cyril 


laith it ſignifies [ ComarorriTe ms pays Ibouw, | 
a quickening gift of the Spirit. But with 
Hammond | conceive it denotes the Grace of 
(39d exhibired in Chrift, So Theophylatt, 
{_7hy 5 aew Te 4x18 mrivupel@,) the Grace of the 
holy Spirit. And Calvin, all the whole Grace 
of renovation, aqaza viva, not metonymically, 
as quickning water, but metaphorically (faith 
Pijcator ) becaule *tis ever ſpringing, never fail- 
ins, not like ſtanding or dead water. 

One general Doctrine aril:th from the whole 
Text, as it ſtands related to the Context : 
That Feſus Chriſt is meek and gracious, ſlow te 
anger, and full of compaſſion, bearing with the 
zonorance and folly, peruerſeneſs, and reſiſtance 
of them he intends to ſave. 

How often did this woman provoke him ? 
how long did ſhe withſtand him ? what femi- 
nine artifices doth: ſhe uſe to elude, breaking 
jcſts, making captious fallacies, as one difpoſed 
to ſlight and jzer whatever he fpake,.cc. yet 
he would take no denial from her, - but pre- 
tented his gracious delign, as one that heard 
not. O the unutterable trealure of Grace in 
Chriſt which all her provocations could not 
overcome ! Tn all this diſcourſe we may read 
our [tiffneſs and ftubboronets, Chriſts gentle- 
neſs and g£oodnefs, 

1. Do&. Chris i the gift of God. | 

2, Doo One great reaſon why men refuſe 
{hbriſt and their own ſalvation, t becauſe they 
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Low him not, Ignorance is the caule of reje&- 
ing Chriſt and his Grace; this keeps fouls from 
him; Chriſt and holineſs have no encmies but 
the ignorant; did men know what Chriſt is, 
and what the love of God was in giving him, 
they muſt have iron-hearts indeed it they could 
deſpiſe and refit him. If thou kneweſt, cc. | 
3 Do. The bleſſed Son of God made himſelf 
very poor, ſtooped exceeding low for the good of 
ſinners: eAnd who tit is that ſaith unto thee, 
give me to drink, ;, He was Lord of Heaven and 
tarth, the world was his, and the fulneſs 
thereof, the fowls of the mountains, the beaſts 
of the forreſt, and the cattel upon a thouſand 
hills, yet he. begs a little cold water of a poor 
woman to quench his thirſt! O aſtoniſhing con- 
Celcenſion ! deep humiliation ! Blefſed Jeſus 
whither did thy love to ſinners carry thee !- 
4. Dot. Knowledg in the mind rakes way 
for a ſpontaneous motion of the will and affets- 
ons ; the underſtanding 1s to the will, as the nee- 
dle to the thread. If thou kneweſt, thou wor.ldeſt. 
When the underſtanding is enlightned with 
eye-lalve, and hath clear apprehenſions of 
Chriſt, as tranſcendently excellent,” then the 
Will puts forth ir felf in its ſtrongeſt deſires 
after him; as the eye tranſmirs the beauty ir 
beholds to the heart, ſo when there is- an 
| afſent to the things revealed of Chriſt in the 
| Word, when we do with open face behold as 
in a glaſs the glory of the Lord in the Go. 
!pel, then we are ready to accept of him and 
C 2 R's 
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his Grace with ſuitable affeRions 3 this is plain 


in the connexion in the Text, and from the lat- 


ter {weet connexion, Thou wouldeſt have asked, 
I would have given, ec, 


5. Do&t. If we wY but right iy aiR, Chriſt 
will readily groer, as ard have,ts the language 
of the Goſpel, The Grace of God is frec, but 
it muſt be begged : fl: will be inquired of, 
and fought unto, for that he intends and pro- 
miles to give 5 though this woman Was, a S4- 
maritan , Yer Re would not deny her living 
water had ſhe defired it of him. We mult 
be touched with the knowledg and fenfe of 
our malacics and poverty,before we will ſeek 
"the remedy. Therefore the Lord inviteth not 
the drunken but the dry 5 not the full but 
the hungry, that rhey may cat and drink. To 
what end ſhould Chriſt be fent unto us with 
the fulneſs of the ſpirit,unlets we were empty ? 
and *tis not enough to feel our wants, fo as 
to fee our need of help from another, unlets 
the hope of preſent ©r near help be added 
thereunto , becaule it we only fee and feel 
our wants, We ſhould do nothing elſe but | 
Sroan under Our iniferies, and pine away with 
{orrow ; but this is true and profitable know- 
leds of the Grace of God, when we know 
that the ſame is offered to us in Chriſt, and 
that ir is reached vnto us by his hand, and 
{o our hcarts are inflamed with vehement pro- 
paſſions ai;d deſires after it. 


6 Do: 
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6, Dot. Grace 1s the gift of Chriſt, he is 
the fountain whence this water flows : I would 
have given thee living water, Chrilt gives grace 
to them that ack it of him:as we ſhould ask ſpi- 
ritual bl-Nings arcently and importunately, fo 
he gives them moſt freely and liberally, Foh, 
0. 27. | 


7. Do&. True Grace never fails; thoſe that 
once have it, ſhall never loſe it; whozver drinks of 
this water of life which Chr:ſ! gwves, ſhall never 
periſh. *Tis vdag (ov, denoting the perpetuity, 
everlaitingnets of it, Grace 15 ſure,ans the pri- 
viledges of it are ſure; this is the advantage 
of ſpiritual comforts, that they do not only 
ſatisfie our defires, but {ccure us againſt our 

' fears: Once in Chriſt, and for ever preſerved 
in Chriſt. This certainty of Grace,” the com- 
tort of a Chriſtian is not reſpetFu res; but Dez. 
One of the Fathers brings in the fleſh, ſaying, 
Ezo deficiam, | will furely fail and milcarry 
and the world, Ego decip:am, | will: intice and 
deceive them; and Satan, Ego criptam, I will 
inatch and carry them away : Bur God faith, 
Ezo cu;toaiam, I will keep them: there lyes our 
latety and fecurity, he hath faid, 1 will never 
leave them nor forſake them. 


* 1. Do&. Coriſt # the giſt of God. Chrit * 
Jin a peculiar and eminent manner js termed- 
\ Gods gift. It is the common mode and faſhi- 
on of great perſons, to give rich and magnifi-. 
Z Cei.t 


CT” ERS — — — DC — —  —  ——— A—_ a - - _ 


12 Criſt the choiceſt Gift. * 


cent gifts ſuitable to their ſtate and quality, 


too great for Alexander to give, If duſt and 
aſhes can ſpeak and think at this rate, O how 
large is the heart of God ! The great and 
glorious God out of his infinitely overfiow 
ing love and unlearchable riches of Grace,hath 
conferred upon poor loſt {elf deſtroying, unde- 
ſerving, and ill deſerving mankind, ſuch a gift 
ſo tranſcendently ſuperlatively excellent and 
wonderful, that if God the Lord ſhould create 
an underſtanding-faculty of man or Angel 


millions of cegrees more, apprehenſive and. 


vigorous than it all the men and Anpels that 
are or poſſibly might be creared, were con- 
teraperated in one, yet covid not their under- 
ſanding fo fee the incomparable worth an 
ſuperexcellent beauty of this gift, but that 


there would remain unſzen trealures of love- © 


lineſs, and oceans of excellencies never known, 
to the amozement and admiration of al} crea- 
tures to all eternity : Nav, it implys an eter- 
al contradiction that the Creatures ſhould 
ſee to the hottom of the Creator, or. that 
which is finite fathom that which is infinite. 


This gift is promiſed in the Old, and thoſe | 
Promiics are fulfilled in the New Teſtament : 


Hear 


. . ; ſ 
regarding more what becomes them to. give, | 


than their petitioners to ask or receive: The | 
great eAlexander could tel] his ſuitors (whom | 
he had more aſtoniſhed than relieved with his © 
bounty and favour) That though the thins might © 


be too great for them to receive, yer it was 10 | 


- 
£ 
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* Hear what the Prophet 7/atah faith, 1/a. 9.6. 


Unto ws a child 1 born, a ſon & given. A Child 
born in reſpe& of his Humanity ; a Son given 


' in reſpe& of his Deity; and both as already 
| done in regard of Gods purpole, and the in- 


fallible certainty of his promite, which is as 
lure as if it were alreacly done; anc in regard 
of the fruits and benefits thereof to men,though 
it was to be accompliſhed above 700 years 
aſter ; and in the fulneſs of time God ſent his 


* Son actually given both to us and for us, to 


"My 


effe& our Salvation, Foh. 3. 16. God ſo loved 
the world that he gave his only begotten Son, 
that whoſoever believed on kim ſhould not periſh, 
but have everlaſting life. 

All I purpote to do in the proſecution of 
this Do&rine, is to ſnew the excellency of this 
giſt, and then make Application. A great at- 
tempt indeed, and far above the utmoſt reach 
of a finite capacity | for who can declare his 


generation ? what pen though dipt in the ri- 


ver of life that flows under the SanQuary z 
what tongue, though ſhap*r out of all the'An- 
gels in Heaven, and watered with the milk 
and wine of that good land, can fufficiently 
expreſs the glory and excellency of this heart- 
raviſhing flower of Angels, this living Ark of 
heavenzthe ſong of Angels and glorified Saints, 


' the joy and glory of that new land, the 


; crown and garland of his Fathers delight, the 


iweetnefs of the garden of God, the wonder 


of wonders for exernity to Angels and men z 


C 4 | that 
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that fajr tree of lite, the branches whereof 
cannot for the narrownels of the place chave 
rqom to grow within the huge and capaci ous 
borders of the Heaven of heavens! How im- 
poſſible is it therefore to contain him in the 


narrow compaſs of the words-or thoughts of Þ 
any mortal creature ! I cannot better expreſs 


what he is, than by telling you I cannot ex- 
preſs him. Yet ſomething I ſhall endeavour 
- to ſpeak of his inexpreſſible worth under the 
notion of a Gilt in theſe particulars. Chriſt and 
Heaven cannot be praiſed Hyperbolically. No 
danger of excels, ſpeak I as much, think you 
as much as we can of Chriſt. 
1. Chriſt is a moſt free gift; we uſe toſa 

. what's freer than gift? I may well add, What 
gift freer than..Chriſt? whether we reſpe& the 
giver, or look on the receiver, ?tis eaſie to 
judg that this gift is abſolutely free and un- 
d:\:rved. In relation to God; it is beyond 
all doubt, that there was nothing in man that 
might move God to pive him Chriſt, no wor- 
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thineſs in man,' no prohit by man, nothing hut | 


loathiomnels... The promiſe of Chkrit coming 
in the fl-th, was an abſolute unconditional pro- 
miſe, H:-nce *tis faid Chraſt is not only lent, 
delivered, &-c | but given; not-paid nor ſold, he 
35. not returneU_ tous by” way of payment, for 


who hath given cupht that, he ſhould he re- 


payed ; neither 15 he fold to us in conſidera- 
tion of ought to be paid by us; for what can 
we return, tO GoG that is nat his own already? 

we Rom, 
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| Rom, 11, 35, 36. 1 Chron. 29. 11, 12, 13, 14- 


If Facob could ſay, He was ' uot -worthy of the 
leaſt of all his mercies, Gen. 32, 10 Who can 
pretend to be worthy of this greateſt? but 
Chriſt is given, . freely beſtowed of his meer 
grace and bounty, without re{pe& of ought 
in us that might invite or induce him there- 
unto, Rom. 5. 6,8, 10. Tit. 3. 5. without any 
expectation of ought from us that might be 
beneficial to. himſelf. Can a man be profitable 
nnto God? Is it any pleaſure to the Almighty 
that a man tis righteous? Is it any pain to him 
that we make our ways perfett ! Joh 2223. &_ 
35-5, 3. No, our goodneſs cannot extend it ſelf 
tznto God, Plal. 16. 2. Look on man, and what | 
is there to be found ih him but fin and mile- 
ry! He is not only without firength, and fo 
deſpicable, cannot help himſelt ; but ungodly 


_ alſo, and fo loathſome, delerving no help from 


others. What is man that God was thus 
mindful of him ! a poor, naked, indigent, help- 
els and wretched creature ! and all this wo: 
and miſcry. is brought upon him by his own - 
choice and at! he is not only miſerable bur © 
wicked ; a rebel as well as a beggar; not 5 
only caſt out into the open ficld to the loa- 
thing of his perſon, but found in the field of 
war treacherouſly fighting againt his Lord 
and Maker. Man was in a ftate of darkneſs, 
flavery, rebellion, poverty, pain, ignominy, - 
baniſhment, nakedneſs, filthinels, detormiry, . 
ficknets, death, perdition, every thing that's 

naught 
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naught and miſerable; all the woes in the 
world, were they a. thouſand times greater, 
are but a faint repreſentation of the milcries 
of man by nature. 

Now if a gift may be free when beſtowed 
on a friend, how much more when given to 
an enemy ? why, God gave us his Son to re- 
concile us to himfelt, when we were not only 
ſtrangers from him, but enemies to him, Col. 1. 
21, O the riches of his meer mercy and grace ! 
Is not that {£iit free that is beſtowed on ſinners, 
ſtrangers, enemies? Ephef. 2. 12, 13, 14, God 
never did, nor never will ſell his Grace, his 
Son, to any 3 none can have Chriſt but thoſe 
- . that: come empty 3 a full hand can hold no- 
thing. | NE 
' Fix your thoughts on the terms expreſſed in 
that Evangelical Proclamation, Iſa. 55. 1. Ho 
every one that thirteth, come ye to the waters, 
and he that hath no meney, come ye, buy and. 
' Eat, Yea Come, buy wine and milk without money, 
and without price. h 

2, Chriſt is a moſt full gift, Ze is full of 
Grace and truth, Joh. 1. 14. Col.1. 29. It plea- 
fed the Frrher that in him ſhould all ful- 
neſs dei, ie fills all in all. Ihere is in this 
tft of God a icinels of tufficiency, and a ful- 
nets of redundancy ; enough for himſelf, and 
to fill afl perſons, all rings; there is enough 
in Chriſt for every foul, and for the ſnpply 
of evety want; whatever the heart of man can 
want or With 13 to be had in Chriſt, That's 
a very 
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a very full expreſſion, Col. 2.-9, In him dwells 
all the fulneſs of the Godhead bodily. Fulnels 
in the abſtra}; he is not” full only, but Full- 
neſs it ſelf; fulneſs not of the ciſtern but of 
the fountaini,Gods fulneſs ; fulnels of the God- 
head, not in ſhadows, types, repreſentations, 
as Gods preſence filled the Temple, Camp, 
Mount z but bodily, that is eſſentialiter, pre- 
fentialiter, potentialitey ;, in regard. of eſſence, 
prelence and power ; the expreſſion is yet more 
#zmphatical, tulnefs dwells in Chriſt, not ſome- 
times but always there : there's a fulnels in the 
Sea, but *tis ebbing and flowing ; a fulneſs of 
the Moon, but it is growing and decreaſing 3 
a fuineſs in the creature, but it is going and 
coming,up and down; but in Chriſt is not on- - 
[v, but dwells fulneſs ; yea in Chriſt dwells all 
tulncls;there was a fulneſs of beauty in Abſalom,” 
but not a fulnets of truth and fincerity ; a 
ſulncſs of wiſdom in Solomon, but not of con- 
ſtancy and ſtedfaſtneſs ; he gave his heart to 
pleature and folly. A. fulneſs of Policy in 
cAchitophel, but not of holineſs and faithful- 
nels to his Prince ; yea it proved fulneſs of ' 
folly to hang himſelf, A fulncſs of ſtrength | 
in Sampſon, but not of faith and courage of | 
mind ; he was ſtrong in body, but foft and 
impotent in mind , and was overcome by a 
woman. There's eAhiatzs and fome empti- 
nels in every creature 3 yea, an Angels fulneſs 
ſits neighbour to pure nothing. Bur in Chriſt 
is all fulneſs. The Ark or holy Cheſt in the 
| Taber- 
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Tabernacle did typifie Chriſt in whom God 
hath treaſured up all perfetion of wiſdom, 
grace, power, goodneſs and mercy ; for by 
this fulnels 5eza underſtands the accumulati- 
on or heaping up of all divire gifts in a mot 
copious and plentifu! manner, which the School- 
men call habitual grace diſtin trom the grace 
of union. God giveth not the Spirit by mea- 
ſure unto him; Fe anointed him with the oyl 
of gladneſs above bis fellows, But this ri-h 
treature is not hid, this full ark nor locked, up; 
for from the fulneſs overflowing in Chriſt, all 
Believers reccive their t{itiiciency and | fulneſs, 
Foh. 2.16 Of his fulneſs we all receive, and 
grace for grace;, that is grace anſwerable to 
* every communicable grace in (hriſt. If there 
* be light in the Sun, the air cannot be dark ; 
if there bz: ſap in the ſtock the branches can- 
not be dry. IF there be fulnels 1a the foun- 
tain the ſtreams cannot be empty. Therefore 
| the Apoſtle prays, Eph. 3 19, That they might 
be filled with all the fulneſs of God , that is, 
the Divine fulnefs which 1s cifſuſive and com- 
municablez that Chriſt (in whom dwells all 
ſulnet.) may dwell in their hearts by faith, that 
they may be abi: to comprehend with all Saints 
what «5 the breid 1, and length, and depth, and 
beioht, and to know the love of Chriſt, which 
paſſeth know led, and might ricerve abundance 
of or ace, and that his frace may more than 0 
Vz Þ abagind 9%: 1rd; them, 
3. Chiitis a moſt hind gift, a gift of 
love, 


Chriſt the choiceſt Giſt. I9 


lovez there is a wonderful and O_ 
Philanthropy, kindnels and love of God towards 
man appearing in his giving Chriit, T#, 3.5, 
It is not the gift many times, but the love 
and good will of the giver that makes It ex- 
cellent in the eye of the receiver, 

Now Chriſt is a moſt <xccllent incomparable 
viſt, owing out of a bottomlels Eounclets foun- 
tain of pure and dear love, Joh. 3. 16. God ſo 
loved the world, that he gave his only begotten 
ſon, &c. He ſo loved, that is, fo admirable 
was his love, that it cannot be expreſled, nay 
it far excceds our high:ſt conceptions. Gods 
love was herein as himſelf, infinite, incom- 
prehenſible and everlaſting; in the womb of 
this love Chriſt was conceived , and thence 
brought forth. When God mace the world, 
he intended to give an evidence of his Power 
in ordering and governing all Creatures (even 
the moſt ungovernable): He manifcfts his in-, 
finite Wiſdom, he appointed the Lake of fire 
and brimſtone to declare the feverity of his 
Juſticez but he gave his Son to be by his 
own death the Receemer of loſt ſinners; and 
herein his purpole was to demonſtrate to the 
world the tranicendency of his love. This is 
the highcſt expreſſion and fulleit Cemonſtrari- 
on of his love to the Creature, not cnly that 
ever Was, but that ever can be; for in this 
love God only a&s to the utrermoſt ; he ne- 
ver ſhewed {fo much of his Power, Witldem 
and Wrath, but he could have ſhewed more. 

But 
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But he hath no greater inſtance of his love 
than Chriſt, to give ſuch a Son for ſuch fin- 
- ners! O the ſuperlative, matchleſs, unlimited 
love and grace of God, tranſcending the reach 
of the higheſt finite capacity ! He had dorſe 
exceeding well tor man as he made him at firſt, 
for he put him into a very good eſtate, ſtampt 
his own Image upon him, made him above all 
other Creatures to be his favourite 4, but he 
tooliſhly flaned and fell, and loſt all his hap- 
pinels, Well, what did .God now Go, did hc 
let man alone, (hut up his bowels againſt him, 
tall upon him with his utmoit wrath ? Did 
he fay, Nay fince it is thus, let him even rife 
as he hath fallen; ſince he would be fo foo- 
liſh as tor a trifle to break with me, {et him 
Gie and rot, and periſh for ever, Ple do no 
more for him, cc. O no! not tuch a word or 
thought Oil] pats from the gracious God to- 
wards his miſerable Creature. But will he 
pardon him without fatisfaRtion ? no, fin ſhall 
be puniſhed, but the puniſhment ſhall be 1zid 
an his Son, © the height of Juſtice ! and fo 
the ſfinner{hall be acquitred ; O the depth of 
mercy ! There is more of mercy in pardoning 
this way, than. in ablolute pardoning. Meer 
mardon and falvation it felf had not ſo much 
of mercy and love in them, as what was in 
giving Chriſt. *Tis more for a King to put 
his Son 1n the Traytors ſtead, and take the 
MalefaQors chains and ſuffer, than juſt to 
Pardon, &c. God might have redeemed us 
ang» 
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another way, but he could not ſhew ſo much 
love another way. | 

God pives many rich gifts and royal fa- 
vours to his people, together with Chrift, as 
lo many tokens and pledges of his love: But 
herein is the very top and zenith of love, the 
ereateſt evidence imaginable of Gods bounty 
and goodneſs. God commendeth ht love towards 


8 (as unpzrallel'd) in that when we were ſin 


ners Chriſt died for ws, Rom, 5. 3, Herein he 
lays open and nzked to us the tendereſt bow- 
els of mercy and love; infinite goodnets here 
makes free love {well without it felf, like a 
boundlcis River impatient of irs banks; *tis a 
loye that could not flow within its own chan- 
nel; O! the boundlels breadth, the bottom- 


lels depth of the love of God in Chriſt ! a Sea- 


of love is nothing, it hath a bottom 3, a Hea- 
ven oft love is nothing, i: hath a brim; but 
infiaite love hath no bounds, ?tis unfathom- 
able, unſearchable, and incomprehenſible. 

4. Chriſt is a moſt rich gift; in him are kid. 
all the treaſures of wildom & knowledg;Cel. 2. z. 
he 15 the pearl in the fiel* - ine of pure gold, 
and therciore he cour...: on poor Church of 
Laodicea to buy of hin. iryed gold that ſhe 
may be rich, Rev. 3. 13, He is the inexhauſt- 


ed fountain of all thoſe treams of bleſſednefs. 
that flow forth all the Creation over; the eter-- 


nal Sprins and Well-head of all thoſe freſh 


Seas and Oceans, of all the {ivelling-rides and / 


Sottorl:!s depths of unutrerable riches of 


race 
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grace and love to all hisele&. - He muſt needs 
be rich, who lets up and enriches ſo many 
thouſand Binkrupts, that had not only waſted 
their goods , but told themlelves irito ſlavery 
and bondage 3 he pays their ranſoms , buys 
out their liberty , and purchaſes Crowns and 
Kingdoms for thcm. It would beggar all the 
Ange's in Heaven to pay down the ranſom of 
one ſoul, yea to purchaſe the pardon of one 
ſia: The redemption of the {ſoul is precious, 
the ſoul of the meaneſt man alive, is of more 
worth than a world, as he khimiclf tells us, 
who went to the price of fouls: What then 
ſhall we think of Chriſt who faves {o many 
millions of fouls ? Hence in Scripture, the rich- 
eſt things on earth are made uſe of , to ſha- 
dow out the riches of Chriſt. Under the title 
of wiſdom, he ſaith, Prov. 8. 18, 19, Riches 
and honour are with me, yea, durable riches 
and righteouſneſs. My fruit us better than gold, 
and my revenue than choice ſilver. And Prov. 
3- 16, Length of days are in her right hand: 
and in her left hand tiches and honour, Eter- 
nity hath the honour of her right hand; riches 
are the left-hand bleſſings oft wiſdom. The 
riches of Chriſt are not ordinary things, not 
periſhing riches, but unſearchable and inex- 
| hauſtible , Eph. 3- 8. There are unſearchable 
riches of Chriſt, 4rsZ1xviagev mairo 783 Xerss, 
not to be traced out, never to he drawn dry. 
| Though all true bclievers have all their debts 
"paid, and are all maintained and advanced by 

his 
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his riches, and at his coſt and; 
there is no leſſening of this thggfyre , thar's 
never the <©mptier : Sumit un, Jumnnt mille, 
quantun iſt tantum ills, neq, ſunptu abſumi: ur : 
One believcr draws water of life, and a fup- 
ply of all necdful blefſings out of this Well of 
Salvation, and a Thouland gracious fouls do 
the like, and the One draws as much as the 
Thouſand, yet the Well is never drawn dry. 
As the Apoſtle Paul {peaks of his over-abun= 
dant grace, confeſſes ts was dipt in a fea of 
mercy. One Paul obtained as much grace, 
even lo whole and compleat a ranſom without 
diminiſhing, as would have faved a world. 
Grace reigns, vtni;ioavvotrn 1 y2pis, Chriſt is 
rich, and Lord of all. 
5- Chriſt is a moſt precious gift, He is more 
precious than rubies;, and all the things that 
thou canſt deſire are not to be compared unto 
him. Imagine what you will, name what you 
can, and *cis unworthy to ſtand in compariſon 
with Chriſt, who a zree of life to them that 
lay hold upon him, and happy ts every one that 
retamneth him, Prov. 3. 15, 18. | It's too true, 
there are not a few that fer light by Chriſt, 
.and can fee no beauty or comlinets in him that | 
they ſhoula defire him; but to them that be- 
lieve he is precious, 1 Pet. 2. 7. The wiſe 
Merchant underlitood his worth, which made 
him ſell all chat he had with joy, with a very 
good will; fo far from ſticking and mans 
{o far from changing his mind, that he perſi 
D 


rges; yet 


in 
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in his reſolution with a chearful heart, that he 
might purchaſe this Pearl of great price, ar. 
13. 44. The Apoſtle Paxl was at one with 
himſelf, Tea doubtleſs, 1 count all things but loſs 
and dung, oxiB:2ne, Dogs-meat, that I may win 
Chriſt, Phil. 3. 3. Let burning , hanging, all 
torments befall me, tantumodo ut Chriſtum 
nanſciſcar, ſo I may get Chriſt, ſaith Jgna- 
His. 

Could we give you a particular” view and 
account (but that's impoſſible ) of every ex- 
cellency, and all the high perfe&ions that are 
in Chriſt, you would find him precious in all 
the parts of his Mediatorſhip, in his perſon, in 
- his natures, in his offices, in all his gifts and 
Sraces. Look on him as Mediator, and there 
he ſhines forth moſt gloriouſly, and appears to 
be the moſt peerleſs and precious thing in the 
world; as Prophet, he is moſt precious. Enoch, 
Noah, Moſes, Eliſha, David, &c. were excel- 
lent and precious men in their times, but were 
types of Chriſt ; he as far excels them, as the 
ſubſtance doth the ſhadow : He is Prophet, 
xcd]sZox3v > by way of eminency and exellency 
above all other Prophets ; they ſpake to the ear, 
he to the heart; they ſearched out the mind of . 
God, he came out of his boſome, and faith, 
Counſel ts mine, and ſound wiſdom, I am un- 
derſtanding, Prov. 8. 14. 

So as Prieſt he is moſt precious; this office 
is the moſt excellent part of his mediation 5, he 
could never have opened our eyes as Prophet, 

: nor 


NE 
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nor ruled our hearts as King, had he not died 
for us: O, the death and blood of Chriſt this 
Lamb of God ! how precious! of what infinite 
value ! The death of a Man is more precious 
than of a Beaſt, of a King than of many Men 
of Chritt more than a thouſand Kings. Thou- 
{ands of Rams, and ten thoutand Rivers of Oyl 
had been nothing to the price Chriſt paid. See in 
the Hebrews how far Chriſts Pric{thood excels 
all that went before him: He alone is an ever- 
laſting Prielt, offering but once, ſufficient for all, 
gone to Heaven, &c. and he is Sacrifice, Prieſt, 
Temple, Altar, and all in one z w#yaarns 7s 
9:5: Never was there on carth a King fo pre» 
cious as Chriſt, though all good Kings are pre= * 
cious, he is over all, King of kings and Lord 
of lords; his kingdom {piritual over all hearts, 
conſciences, over all nations, ages, all ſorts 


and ranks of men, from generation to genera- 


tion; he is head and King alone, without ei- 
ther Collzgue in the largeneſs of his domini=- 
ons, or Regent in his minority, or Vice-roy 
in his abſence. 

How precious is grace ! one dram of it bet- 
ter than all the treaſures in the world, Now 
he is the fountain of it, full of grace and 
truth ; fo Truths, Ordinances; ſo Comforts, 


4 Promiſes, all that belongs unto him, very 


precious. 

6. Chriſt is a moſt pleaſant gift: Nothing 
more deſirable and amiable than Chriſt to fin- 
ners. Excellency is the attraQive of deſire, 

D 2 beau- 
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beauty draws the eye, that aftefs the heart; 
and delight following love, makes very de- 
lightful. Now Chriſt is altogether lovely, 
T otizs ipſe & in univerſum delettabilis &+ de- 
ſiderabils, all throughout from top to toe de- 
firable, and delightful, the cheif among Ten 
thouſand, matchlels and incomparable. To 
{ay nothing of his bodily features, though Hi- 
ſtorians report Chriſt to be very beautiful as 
man : As God, he is the perfeQion of beauty, 
"ris true, beauty is not formally in God, yet it 
is in him eminently and by way of Analogy ; 
for if beauty be good, and a deſirable per- 
fe&ion in the creature, it mult needs be in the 
infinite God, as the perfe&ion of the effe& is 
in the cauſe. It Roſes and Lillies be fair, he 
muſt be fair that created them: but in ano- 
ther kind, it the Sun, Moon and Stars be beau- 
-tiiul, the lovely Lord that made them muſt 
contain their beauty in the higheſt meaſure , 

2auty in God is the amiableneſs and lovelineſs 
of his nature, and all his infinite perfe&ions ; 
as this pleatantneſs offers it ſelf ro his own 
underſtanding, and the underſtanding of men 
and Angels. So that as bodily beauty ſatisfies 
the eye. and fo a&s on the heart to win love: 
So the Truth of the Lords nature, and all his 
Attributes offered to the underſtanding and 
mind, drawing from them admiration and love, | 
is the beauty of God. The Prophet ſpeaks of 
it with admiration, How great # thy beauty! | 
Zech. 9. 17. David makes ir, his one __ 
tnat 
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that he may behold it, P/al. 27. 4. David de- 
ſires no other life, but to ſtand beſide God, 
and behold with the eye-of his mind and faith, 
God in his Nature and Attributes, as he re- 
veals himſelf to the creature. Now this beau- 
ty of God ſhines forth to us in Chriſt, 2 (ox, 
4. 7, who is the brightnels of his Fathers glory, 
and the expreſs charaRer of his perſon, Heb.1., 
When Moſes was to behold God, he was hid 
in the Rock while his glory paſſed by, and that 
Rock was Chriſt, . You ſometimes ſee beauty 
that raviſhes the heart of the beholder in the 
children:of men; O! but Chrilt is fairer than 
the Sons of men, Pſal. 45,2, on which place 
Auſtin thus defcants. To us Believers the hea- 
venly Bri\cgroom ſeems 10 be moſt fair every way, 
fair in Heaven, fair on Earth, fair in the Womb, 
fair in the Cradle, fair in his Miracles, fair in 


| bus Dottrine, fair in hs Stripes, fair on the Croſs, 


fir in bis very Grave, 
To make vp a beauty is required, | 

1- A good complexion, fairneſs in colours: 
So Chrift is* prre 'white and red, Cant. 5. 10, 
white in his Divine Nature, which was the 
brightneſs of his Fathers ſubſtance ; Red in his 
humanity, being of the fame lubtance with the 
firſt Adam, who was made of Red Farths 
White in his holineſs, Red in his blood and 
ſufferings; White in his own immaculate inno- 
cence and purity, Red by the imputation of 
our fins, which are like ſcarlet and Crimſon ; 
White in his goodneſs and free grace to hum- 
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ble ſinners, but Red and bloody in his ſeverity 
to his enemies that will not that he reign over 
them : His efftigies was ſo beautiful, that no 
Painter could ever draw him, becaute of that, 
Occ; dayins d yaurds, Divine luſtre and grace 
that ſhone in him; Hs countenance is as Leba- 
70n, excellent as the Cedar, Cant. 5.15. and 
1- 16, the Spouſe cryes out wondering, Be- 
hold, thos art fair , my beloved , yea pleaſant : 
that is lovely and amiable. 

2, As he is fair in Coulors, ſo he is comly 
in proportion and integrity of parts: If a per- 
lon have never ſo good colours, yet if any 
part be wanting, or be not an agreement of 
parts in regard of quantity, {cituation and ſta- 
ture, *tis no beauty, but an error of nature. 
Bur Chriſt is beautiful for features : for infinite- 
neſs and ſweetneſs of order and proportion is 
ſo ſpread over his nature and attributes, that 
nothing can be added to him, nothing taken 
from him. He is the fulneſs of the godhead, 
the perfe&ion of beauty, (art. 5. 10, to the 
end: Hu head is as moſt fine gold, his locks 
buſhy and black as a raven, his eyes as the eyes 
of p Sg tis checks as a bed of ſpices, bis lips 
like lillzes, &c. O what a plealant harmony, 
and ſpecious conſent of parts is here! yea, he 
7s altogether lovely — Here ſhe breaks off her 
praiſes in a general Elogy , which no words 
can expreſs enough, q. d. Alas! what is this I 
have fpoken! I am too barren and empty of 
language, I know not what to call him); n 
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do you that hear me imagine or name any 
thing that is moſt deſirable, moſt worthy to 


' be loved, longed for, and admired, and that 


' is he he is the deſire of all Nations, 


"_ — 


This pleaſant and delightful gift is ſet forth 
in Scripture by ſomething that pleaſes all rhe 
inward ſenſes. Here's beauty to delight the 
eye, O! how bleſſed are they who ſee the 
King in his beauty ! 

Here's Myrrh, Aloes and Caſſia, ſweet per- 
fumes to the ſpiritual ſmell, Pſal. 45. 3. He is a 
bundle of myrrh, Cart. 1. 1 3. His voice is moſt 
{weet and pleaſant to the car, {azr.2, $. The 
voice of my beloved; fo taken with the {ſweet- 


; nets of it that ſhe ſpeaks in broken language, 


His lips like lillies dropping ſweet ſmelling myrrh, 
Cant. 5- 13. How ſweet is he to the taſte,Cant. 
2.3! 1 ſate down under his ſhadow with great 


| delight, and hu fruit was ſweet to my taſte ;, of 


an excellent relliſhz wine, milk, honey, fatted 
calf, &c._are but ſhadows of this. He's a de- 
licate Banquet. The kifles of his mouth and 


> hidden manna are moſt deleQable to the ſpi- 


ritual touch, Cart. 1. 2, The ſenſe and experi- 
ence of his mercy , the aſſurance of his love, 
the ſealing of his Spirit, O how fw.et to a 
thirſty ſoul ! O taſte and fee that the Lord i; 
gracious and tranſcendently amiable and plea- 
lant : as Mr. Ratherford. Suppoſe all the corns 
of fand in all the earth and ſhores, ail the low- 
ers, herbs, leaves, and twigs of trees fince the 
creation, all tne drops of dew and rain that 
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the clouds ſend down, all the ſtars in heaven, 
all the joints, hairs, and drops of blood of all 
men that have been, are or ſhall be, were 
all rational creatures, and had the wiſdom and 
tongues of Angels to ſpeak of the beauty 
znd lovelineſs of Chriſt, "they would in all 


their expreſſions ſtay millions of miles on this | 


ſide Chriſt and his excellency. 

7. Chriſt is a moſt uſeful gifr. In this re- 
ſ>e&t he is the one thing needful; and were 
there no other excellency in him, this were 


enough to commend him to us, he is fo ule- | 


ful that we cannot be without him. Though 
a giſt were never fo rich, pleaſant, and pre- 
cious in it ſelf, yet if the excellency in it may 
not be made ule of, and it be not. good and 
fit for us, it is not much valued, But this 
gift of God is ſo admirable good for our uſe,thar 
he ſeems to be fitted and drefſed, and made all for 
our ulezin regard of his Mediatorſhip,that office 
is wholly for us and our benefit. He was born, 
lived, died, roſe again, fits on Gods right hand 
as Advocate, and comes to judgment for our 
ſakes and for our good. He is God and Man, 
Prophet, Pricſt, and King. A Saviour, a Re- 
deemer, a Surety, an Advocate, a Mediator, 
Wiſdom, Righteoutneſs, SanRifcation, &c. 
all for uſe to us loſt and periſhing ſinners. He 
is a jewel indeed, but not locked. up in hea- 
ven to be made ule of by none. Chriſt is 
ſhadowed forth in Scripture by Head, Vine, 
Milk, Water, &c, now what. more neceſſary 


and 
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and uſeful to men than theſe? Who could 
reconcile us to God when we were cnemics, 
but Chriſt in his blood?Rem.5. 10. Who could 
juſtifie us in the ſight of God, when we were 
ſinners, but Chriſt by his righteouſneſs? Rom. 
3.26, Who could repair the Image of God 
in us, and reſtore the life of Grace when we 
were dead, but. Chriſt by his Spirit ? How 
could we ever pur off the old man, and put 
on the new, die to (in, and live unto God, 
were it not for Chriſts death and reiurreCtion? 
Had not he ſanctified himieli for our fakes, we 
had never been koly; had he not born the 
puniſhment we deſerved,we had never been hap- 
Py: was not he given, that whoſoever believed on 
him might not periſh, but have everlaſting life? 

Tell me, you that think Chriſt is a perſon 
that may be well ſpared, &c. who could eyer 
have opened the eyes of the blind, the ears of 
the deaf, or hcaled a wounded ſpirit ? Who 
could have bound up a broken heart, opened 
the Prilon-dores, broken off the chains of 
bondage, and proclaimed liberty to the cap- 
tives? Who could have faticfied infinite juſtice, 
born the weight of Gods Wrath, removed the 
curſe of the Law, made reconciliation for ini- 
quity, and hrought in everlaſting righteout- 
nels? certainly none but Chriſt. 

3, Chriſt is a moſt gainful gift. He is ab- 
ſojute and univerſal gain Chriſt is the moſt 
profitable gift to the ſoul that can be injoved, 
yea that can be imagined; nothing more com- 
mo- 
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\ modious, nothing more enriching than Chrift 
is to them that have him. There is no man 
rich without Chriſt, neither is there any poor 
that have him; a man without Chriſt is a beg- 
garly bankrupt; but one that hath Chriſt is a 
wealthy King : He that hath Chriſt, hath all ; 
he that hath not him, hath nothing. Chriſt is 
not gain as worldly things are profitable in re- 
lation to their ends, as wealth is good to ſup- 
ply want, food to maintain life, clothes to 
keep off cold air, a bed to reſt weary limbs; 
but Chriſt is a rich and ineitimable treaſure to 
the ſoul, without reference to any further end 
than himſelf ; he is to be deſired even for him- 
ſelf, his merchandiſe is better than ſAver, and 
his gain than fine gold, Prov. 3. 14. Man 
knows not the price of wiſdom, of this wil- 
dom, Prov. 8. 18, It cannot be valued with 
the gold of Ophir , with the precious Onyx 
and Saphire ,, there is no talking nor bidding 
in this Market, ſo precious is this corner-ſtone. 
No mention ſhall be made of corral, or of pearls, 
| for the price of wiſdom is above rubies : The to- 
pat of Ethiopia ſhall not equal it, neither ſhall 
2t be valued with pure gold, &c. Job 28. 18, 19. 
What the Apoſtle ſaith of godlineſs, is very 
true of Chriſt, he is profitable for all things, 
and he is gainful at all times, and to all per- 
| ſons, both for ſoul and bedy, for the life that 
now is, and the life that is to come, and for 
' ever. The ſalvation of the foul, is better than 
the gaining of a whole world ; What zs a man 
| pee 
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' profited if he gain the world and loſe his ſoul? 


How much more gain then is he by whom a 

world of ſouls are {aved! + | 
9. Chriſt is a moſt ſuitable gift. He ſuits 
all perſons, and all conditions, whether a man 
be poor or rich, young or old, noble or ig- 
noble, learned or unlearned, bond or free, 
high or low 3 the richeſt have need of him, as 
well as the pooreſt, and the meaneſt may have 
him as well as the greateſt z be in what con- 
dition or relation foever, he is ſuitable to all. 
And O! how ſuitable is Chriſt to the loſt con- 
Cition of all men by nature! man is an enemy 
to God, Chriſt is the Peace-maker 3 he is a 
Captive, Chriſt is a Redeemer ; he is loſt, 
Chriſt a Saviour ; he is fick, Chriſt a Phyf- 
cian; he is dead, Chriſt gives life z he is poor, 
Chriſt gives riches; he is weak , Chriſt is 
ſtrength 5 he is guilty, Chriſt hath righteouſ- 
neſs; he is filthy, Chriſt hath blood to waſh 
him in ; he is naked, Chriſt hath a Garment 
to cloath him; he is hungry, Chriſt is the 
Bread of Life ; he is thirſty, Chrift gives li- 
ving waters O! how ſuitable, kow accepta- 
ble is Chriſt to poor finners! Fe that hath 
Chriſt may ſay, here's ſtrength to ſupport me, 
Wiſdom to dire& me, Power to prote& me, 
Gold to inrich me, Cordial to comfort me, 
and Fulneſs to ſupply all my wants: He is 
made all things to all men, eyes to the blind, 
feet to the lame, and a Father to the poor. 
Chriſt is for eyery turn, and fitted for every 
| COn- 
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condition ; be it what it will or can, he hath 
a ſufticiency relative and ſuitable to it; therc's 
no diſeaſe hut this Phyſician can cure it; no 
Cafe but this Counſellor can reſolve itz no 
Enemy but this Champion can conquer ; no 
difficulty but this mighty Saviour can over- 
come. 

10. Chriſt is a moſt ſeaſonable gift. Ever 
thing is deautiful in its ſeaſon : all other things 
have their ſeveral ſeaſons; as food is good, 
but *tis when a man is hungry; fo cloaths when 
a man is naked , Phylick when a man is not 
well ; Mulick when a man is merry : now 
Chrift i is never out of ſeaſon. A gift-beſtow- 
ed in the nick of time is moſt valued ; Brs aat, 
qii cito dat, tis a double fayour when done in 
time: the right timing of things, is a high 
point of praftical wiſdom, and puts a beauty 
and value upon all things. Now conlidering 
the ſtate of man ( as lapſed ) Chriſt was the 
moſt ſ{eafonable gitt that cver the world heard 
of. This isfet forth in the Pargble, Luk, 10. 
30, A certain man went down fray: Jeruſalem 
to Fericho, and fell amon# thieves, which ſtrip- 
ped him, wounded him, and left biz balf dead, 
&c. The man that travelled was our firſt 
Parent Adam, the Thieves were the Divels, 
who deprived him of ali, wounded him, and 
left him not half, but wholly dead : the Prieſt 
and Levite came bv and looked on, but paſſed 
away, neither would nor could help him z, but 
the good Samaritar 8 eſteemed by the Jews) 

arilt 
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Chriſt he comes, had compaſſion on him, went 
to him, bound up his wounds with his own 
{oft hands, poured in Wine and Oyl, and 
brought him to an Inn, and took care for him 


” that he ſhould want nothing towards his re- 
- covery; takes the whole charge of it to himſelf. 
What can be imagined more ſealonable, than 
for ſuch a compaſſionate Phyſitian to come by, 
look on and undertake when a man lyes bleed- 
ing and dying in the high way? Ezekzel 16, 
» beginning, doth excellently exprels the ſeaſon- 
” ablenefsof his coming to us; Chriſt is fent to 
' us, When we are at an utter lofs, can neither 
4 help our ſelves, nor all the world do us any 
good, give the leaſt relief: When he comes 
into the world, it is faid, Heb. 10. 5, Sacrifice 
and offerins thou wouldeſt not, In burnt offerings 
' and ſacrifices for ſin thou hadſt no pleaſure : all 
: the world was at a lols to pleaſe Godz What 
| ſhall man do, and whither will he fly for help? 
Then, even then , ſaid I, lo I come (in the 
volume of thy book, it 1s written of me ) to do thy 
will, O God, Chriſt comes in the very nick of 
time, when all mankind was ready to periſh, 
that goodly tribe of the Creation was almoſt 
utterly loſt; I looked and there was none to 
help , then my own arm brought ſalvation, Iſa. 
63. 5- The year of my Redeemed is come, 
now is the accepted time, now is the day of 
{alvation : So when a poor convinced finner is 
at a loſs, and knows not what to do, crys, I 
am cut off for my part , my hope and my 
'{trength 
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ftrength is periſhed,&c. even deſpairs of help 
from all other, then comes Chriſt, then arifeth 
the Sun of Righteouſneſs with healing in his 
wings 3 in the thickeſt darkneſs day breaks 
forth 3 when the Bricks are doubled, then 


comes Moſes : In the maunt of the Lord it ſhall | 


be ſeen. 

11. Chriſt is a moſt ſatisfying gift. He 
that creates the heart, can fill and fatisfie it : 
in worldly things the more a man enjoys, 
the more he deſires. If God heap temporal 
gifts on men till there be no room for more, 
give them never ſo many left-hand bleſlings, 
fill mans heart is like the grave, that never 
faith it is enough; or the daughters of the 
Horſleech unſatisfiedly crying, Give, give. But 
there is this excellency in this gift, that he 
that hath received it, hath enough ; and no 
wonder, for he hath all. Eſau faith, 1 have 
enourh, my Brother , and Faceb ſaid, 1 have 
enough, Gen. 3;. 9, 11. Interpreters obſerve, 
that word which E/az uſeth (tranſlated enough, 
ſignifies much) and the, word for Facob's 
enough, ſignifies all. Eſau had much, but Fa- 
cob had all. And the reaſon he renders is, be- 
cauſe God hati dealt graciouſly with me, Ha- 
bet omnia qui habet habentem omnia, in Chriſt 
is a full ftore-houſle,. and well-ſpring of com- 
forts to make up whatever defeRs are in other 
things. The Sun can make day without the 
Stars; ſuch as have Chrilt can ſay (as 2 (or, 
6. 10.) We are, as poor, yet rich; as having no- 

| thing, 
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thing, yet poſſeſſing all things : in reſpeR of the 
world we are poor and contemptible; but in 
reſpe& of our incomes, and havings in Chriſt, 
we are rich and honourable, 1 Cor. 3. 22. Alf 
things are yours, whether Paul or Apollo, or 
Cephas, or the world, or life, or death, things 
preſent and things to come, all are yours, for 
Chriſt is yours, and ye are Chriſts. O this 
{weetens every relation, this ſuffices in every 
condition, Foh. 4. 14. Whoſoever drinks of the 
water that I ſhall give him, ſhall never thirſt ; 
which muſt not be underſtood of feeling the 
neceſſity ; but of falling into the intire priva- 
tion of Gods grace; not as ſpoken againſt de- 
fire, but againſt drinels ; or rather it's exclu- 
ſive (not of deſires after more of Chriſt, hut) 
of all inordinate defires after all other things : 
As Bernard ſays, Nihil ita temperat ſuim ava* 
ritie, ſicuk, nomen Jeſu, nothing quenches the 
thirſt of covetouſnels, ambition, cc. but the 
name of Jeſus; ſuperbie tumprem ſedat ;, nihil 
ita libsdints flammam extinguit, 1114.49.10. The 


| ſhall not bunger nor thirſt, for he that bath 


mercy on them, ſhall lead them: even by the 
ſprings of water ſhall he guide them. Plal. 36.8, 
They ſhall be abundantly ſatisfied with the fat- 
neſs of thy houſe , and thou ſhalt make theys 
drink of the rivers of thy pleaſures, for with 
thee 1s the fountain of life, in thy light ſhall 
we ſee light, He that hath Chrift, that can 
lay, my beloved is mine, and I am his, may 
contentedly want all other comforts ; he hath 

enough 


- 
dance ..cou fu} 3. cl. 


28 C brit the choicesf Gift. 


enough beſides. He hath that ep9evier, that 
abundant plenty, which obſerved, will nor 
Juffer him to envy the moſt proſperous fin- 
ner : he may anſwer Satan when he offers 
worldly glory and preferments, as that wo- 
man did the Prophet, 1 hve amorg mine own 
people, I bave exough. The Lord 1s my ſhep- 
herd, I ſhall not want ;, the Lord is my portion, 
and I will reſt in him. He can look on earth- 
ly Paradiſes with a diſdainful eye and ſcorn- 
ful countenance, and trample under foot with 
a holy contempt, all {ublunary fading vanities, 
Chriſt in his eye, his glorious excellency,. ra- 
viſhing beauty, and inexplicable delightfulnels, 
doth infinitely tranſcend the utmoſt height of 
all earthly felicitics, and .it laſteth for ever. 

12. Chriſt is a moſt laſting gilt ; yea, he 
is everlaſting. This is the flower, top and 
bound of all the forementioned Excellencies, 
without which they would be ſcattered and 
lok. He is a moſt free , full and kind gift; 
a moſt rich, precious, and lovely pift ; moſt 
neceſſary, ulecſul and gainful gift 5 moſt ſuita- 
ble, ſeatonable, and 1atizfying. Add this one 
more, and it compleats all, He is unchange- 
able, the fame for ever, 

They that once have him,ſhall never loſe himz 
none ſhall ever be able to pluck them out of his 
hands, nor him out of their hearts ; the uni- 
on. and propriety is inſeparable, and infuper- 
able; other things (like flowers) decay and 
wither in our hands, and the excellency that 

| is 
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7 is in them goes away, but Chriſt is always 


freſh and precious, and always outs. "Twas 
a juſt complaint that was made long ago a- 
gainſt the Heathen gods, O faciles dare ſum- 
ma deos, eademq, tueri difficiles., they could 
Sive their favourites great gifts, but they 
could not maintain them in the poſſeſſion of 
them. So *tis not with our God; his gifts 
and gratuities are 4u47Tapuianre, without repen- 
tance ; and in this reſpe& Believers are in a 
better ſtate now than Adam in innocency, he 
had excellent gifts of knowledg, grace,. and 


| Inherent righteoufneſs, but was not confirmed 


: In them, but being left. to the mutability of 


his own will, choſe the evil, refuſed and loſt 
the good, -and fell from his own happinels : 
But now Chriſt is confirmed upon: them that 
believe in. him ; he ſhall lofe none that are gi- 
ven to him%, nor ſhall they lote him to whom 


he is given ; once theirs, and for ever theirs; 


while he keeps them, they . ſhall keep-him- 
and while they are his, he is ,theirs, - that is 
lo long as God: is God, for ever and ever. 


Us | ” 0 
Uſe. This Do&rine (Chriſt is Gods gift ) if 


; fully improved in Application, would afford 
- many'excellent Utes, but I ſhall (for brevities 


lake) compriſe all in one. | 

An Ule of Inſtrution or Exhorfation, 1s - 
Chriſt the gift of God? it may lerve to inſtruft | 
and exhort us: ” 8 
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I. To receive, 
2, To keep this pift. 
3. Make uſe of it. 
4. Be thankful for. 


5- Be faithful in him, waik worthy of 
him. : 


I, { Let us be perſwaded to receive and 
embrace this rranſcendently excellent gift. O 
that we- may be enticed and allured by what 
hath been ſaid of the incomparable worth of 
this gift-of God, to a hearty reception and 
particulur- application-of it to our ſelves; we 
can hardly fee an excellent perſon, but we are 
wiſhings him'for our friend and companion 3 
nor hears'of-a precious Jewel, or fair eſtate, 
but we' are ſecretly coveting it were ours 3 
and can we hear of him who is Excellency it 
felf, originally, the ſpring and iMidard ot all 
excelletcy in others, whole name alone is ex- 
cellent; ant not wiſh, Qithat it were mine ? 
O that this-bleſſed Chriſt were my friend, my 
father; my head,” my. hasband, my lot, my 
portion? Who will give me to drink of this 
Well of: water ſpringing up to eternal life ; 
this fountain of living waters, this pure river 
that flows from the Throne, from the heart 


of God. Canſt thou hear ſo much (though 


infinitely ſhort) of his worth, and not defire 
him? Doſt thou indeed believe that allthis 
« true, and yet thy foul hot hunger-and-thirft 
aftce him? Are theſe faithful ſayings, and is 

X not 
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not he worthy of all acceptation ? Is it poſſi- 
ble for a rational creature to hear of ſuch a 
bottomleſs treaſure, of ſuch a boundlels plea- 
ſure, and not covet the enjoyment of it? O 
man! where are thy wits? W hat's become of 
thy reaſon? Art thou a man or a bruit? If 
thou kneweſt the gift of God, and what it 
is that is offered thee, thou wouldeſt ſcorn 
the higheſt honours, the {ſweeteſt pleaſures, 
the greateſt riches, yea trample upon all the 
Crowns and Kingdoms of this world for it. 
I's an ineſtimable priviledgs that thou art a 
creature capable of to vaſt a happineſs; it*s the 
aſtoniſhing wonder of Heaven and Earth, that, 
God would give a Son, ſuch a Son to be thy 
Saviour! what could he give more or bet ter ? 
and it's a ſpecial favour that' the Goſpel hath 
been ſent to thee, to reveal this great my- 
ſtery, to offer this excellent gift to thee 3 and 
now when it is tendered, wilt thou refuſe it? 
Wilt thou negle& and undervalue Chrift?. or 
wilt thou not rather give it all humble and 
thankful acceptance? Reflc&@ upon thoſe twelve 
incomparable properties and charaQers of this 
giſt, methinks though I have ſpoken bur little, 
yet I have ſaid enough to one that will let 
his reaſon judg, to draw out thy moſt vehe- 
ment defires after this gift. - Yet I will add 
theſe Conſiderations more. 


1. Conſider who it is that offers this gift 
to thee, Chriſt is the gift of God, in a pe- 
E 2 culiar 
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, Culiar and eminent manner fo ; therefore were 
there no other reaſon, thou muſt take it. 

The worth, greatneſs and excellency of the 
Donor,is an argument to move us to take the 
oitt > we regard not ſo much what it is, as 
trom whom it is: It thy Father or thy Prince 
offer a gift to thee, would*ſt thou, durſt thou 
deny it? It thy deareſt Friend ſhould fend 
thee a token, wouldeſt thou ſlight it ? Now 
look on the beſt of men, in all his Excellen- 
cies in himſelt, relations to thee, and thy de- 
pendance on him; conſider in him all that 
faithtulneſs, goodnets, greatneſs, or any thing 
elſe that would moſt move thee to take a gift 
from his hands; and there is infinitely more 
caule to accept this gift at the hands of God. 
The great and glorious God, the King of 
kings,Lord of lords,andGod of gods, the bleſſed 
Majeſty of Heaven, the firſt Caule, the original 
Being.felf-f1fficient,all-ſufficient,ablolutely,per- 
feft, uncapable of any addition, or diminuti- 
on, humbles himielf to offer this gift to thee. 
*Tis the high and lofty One that inhabits E- 
ternity, to whom millions of ages are but as 
one day ; who is boundleſs in his Being, Om- 
nipotent in his Power, unſearchable in his Wil- 
dom, unconceivable in his Grace, and infinite 
in all his Perfetions. He who dwells in that 
light inacceſſible, before whom the Angels the 
higheſt of Creatures vail their faces; to whom 
the whole Creation is nothing , les than no- 
thing, and vanity, This God is he that mer 
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thee and all things of nothing; ſupports all 
things, influences ail things, and is all things, 
and infinitely more than all things. He is the 
God in whole hands thy life is, and who is 
acquainted with all thy ways-3 who is of in- 
finite holineſs, and perfetly hates all wicked- 
neſs; of unlimited power, able to avenge him- 
ſelf on-thee every moment, and turn thy ſoul 
and body into Hell. Of infinite juſtice, a 
jealous God, who will by no means clear the 
guilty ; againſt whom thou haſt ſinned and 
been an offence and provocation to him all 
thy days, and is thine enemy according 20 
tri julkice z *tis he whole favour is life, and 
whole frown is death and hell, &c. 

The height of a perſon that beſtows a fa- 
your, and the meannels and unworthineſs of 
the obje&t on whom it is beſtowed, as it doth 
exceedingly advance and heighten the Grace 
and goodneſs of him that doth it; fo it migh- 
tily aggravates the (in and danger of him that 
deſpiteth and refufeth it. See that ye refuſe 
not him that ſpea\eth from heaven, for if they 
eſcaped not, &c, Heb. 12. 25. 

O what infinite grace and goodneſs is it for 
this great God to take fo much notice of man, 
and do fo much for him! What admirabic, 


: wonderful condeſcenſion is it, for the moſt 


High, the God of Heaven and Earth, that 
God whom the Heaven of Heayens cannot 
contain, to manife!t ſuch reſpe& to vile pol- 
lured duſt and aſhes, yea to thin that. are 
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rebels and traytors againſt his Majeſty , and 
thereby worthy of hell, as once to offer his 
blefled only begotten Son to us as a Saviour : 
Well may we with David be amazed at it, 
and cry with admiration, Pſal. 8. 14. O Lord 
our Lord, how excellent 1s thy name in all the 
earth, who haſt ſet thy glory above the heavens. 
And adds, What # man that thou art mindful 
of him, and the ſon of man that thou viſueſt 
him? That fo glorious a Lord ſhould mind 
poor, filly, weak, frail, dying man, ſinful, fil- 
thy, polluted, wretched, miſerable . man, could 
not bur afte& his heart with admiration and 
aſtoniſhment ! If a friend or neighbour, thy 
equal, do offer thee a kindneſs (though but 
{mall) how ill does he take it, if thou accept 
it not! O what horrid indignity doſt thou 
oftcr to God, what diſhonour 1s it to all his 
Attributes if thou refuſe this tranicendent 
itt! 
2 Conſider what it is that is offered to 
thee, when this gift of God Jeſus Chritt is 
offered to thee. To explain this fully would 
require tie tongue, nay exceed the $kil} of an 
Angel; none can tell what Carift is, but Chriit 
himſeif; all thoſe. particulars I mentioned , 
ſpeak ſomewhat of him, but not the thou- 
ſand thoutandth part of that excellency that 
is in him, This let me tell thee, when Chriſt 
is offered to thee, the greateſt good that eyer 
was, that ever will be, that ever can be, 1s 
offered thee. There never was, nor can be 
IX the 
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the like offered thee ; ?tis the beſt gift that 
ever was received or given in the world ; 
more than Heaven and Earth, more than the 
whole world, more than millions of worlds is 
offered thee. He who is offered to thee, is 
the Well of Salvation, the Lord of Life, the 
Author of all Conlolation ; an Hive of ſweet- 
nels, a Paradiſe of pleaſure, an Heaven ot joy, 
He is the richeſt grace, the deareſt love, the 
{ureſt friend, the higheſt honour, the vaſteſt 
treaſure, the exaceſt beauty, the chiefeſt 
good, the fulleſt felicity. He is a compre- 
henſive and univerſal good, not one but all 
g00d, riches, honours, pleatures, friends, re- 
lations, health, life, earth, heaven, the world, 
the other world, all the good of both worlds, 
and infinitely more, He is ſo neegful a good, 
that thou art undone without him ; that's 
* the miſcry of hell, yea the very hell of hell. 

He is fo plentiful a good, that thou art per- 
 fe&Rly happy in him, thou needeſt no more; he 
s | is the Heaven of heavens ; he is the only ſyi- 
1 þ table ſatisfying good, which ſuits the nature 
:nd fits and fills the defires of the rational 
creature; he can enlarge and ſuit all thy facul- 
wucs, an{wer and relieve all thy necciTities, fill 
- upall the capacities of thy heaver-born ſon}. 
t 5 He is an everlaſting good, who will ſtay with 
+ | thee, and ſtand by thee, when all other good 
+ | things ſhall fail thee, Wilt thou not now 
; | tay, Lord whom have I in heaven but thee, and 
« there 1s none on earth that I deſire in compart- 
Jl E 4 or: 
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ſon of thee? Um ſure he is ſuch a gift-as 
thou wouldeft have if thou knew what thou 
doſt;as thou ſhouldſt have if thou underſtood thy 
ſelf, and anf{iweredſt the ends of the Goſpel ; as * 
thou muſt have, if thou be not eternally mi-- 
ſerable, O what doſt thou think of having 
this gift as thine own? ſure by this time, 
thy heart may melt into aſtoniſhment, and 
thy bowels be moved within thee, and thy | 
foul cry with the Martyr in the flames, 
None but Chriſt, none but Chriſt: Well, what 
ſaift thou to him? is not Chriſt worthy to be 
accepted and embraced ? Is it not worth the 
while to have him for thine own ? Whatever 
thou thinkeſt now, when death ſhall cloſe thy 
eyes, thou wilt be of this mind when thy 
foul ſtands quivering on thy lips, ready to 
take its flight into the unknown regions of 
the other world z when Devils will be waiting 
to ſe:ze upon it, (as ſoon as ever it leaves the 
body) to hale it to the unquenchable flames 
of Hell ; when thy friends, relations, ſhall be 
weeping and wailing by thee, but unable to 
afford thy dying. body the leaſt cordial, or 
thy departing foul the leaſt comfort: Ah, 
what wilt thou do in fuch an hour which is 
haſting on thee ! Without Chriſt, on whom 
wilt thou call, to whom wilt thou flee? where 
wilt thou reſt or hide thy ſelf from the wrath 
of the Lamb of God ? Believe it, though thou 
mailt live withoug him, thou canſt not die 
without. him, witYout infinite horrour and 
con- 
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confuſion, Is it not thy greateſt concern to 
have him for thine, to whom thou muſt ſtand 
or fall for ever? from whoſe mouth thy fen- 
tence of eternal ablolution or condemnation 
muſt come?and who ſhall judg thee to thine un- 
changeable ſtate of life or death, of ſalvation . 
or damnation ; though thou maiſt think thou 
canſt do well enough without him at this day, 
having what heart can wiſh in the world, yet 
what wilt thou do at that day when the 
world ſhall be on a flame, if Chriſt be not 
thine ? 

Once more ; let me intreat thee to anſwer, 


' Art thou willing or not to have. this gift ? 


What tay*ſt thou, canſt thou find in thine ' 
heart to deprive thy precious foul of tuch an 
ineſtimable treaſure, and to leave it naked in 
the other world, to the cruelty of Devils, and 
the dreadful curles of the Law, and intoler- 
able wrath of God ? 


3. Conſider on what terms thou maiſt 
have this gift tor thine 3 thou maiſt poſlibly 
think that fo boundleſs and bottomleſs a trea-+. 
{ure muſt coſt thee very dear, and the price 
muſt be exceeding great of a pearl ſo match- 
leſs and incomparable z much will be expeQed 
from me, and I ſhall never be able to com- 
paſs this gift. But know (ſinner) to thy com- 
fort, all rhat God requireth of thee, is only 
to accept Chriſt heartily and thankfully 5 canſft 
thou defire any thing cheaper ? wouldeſt thou 


:  defire 


48 CEriſt the choiceſt Gift. 


defire him, to fall lower in his terms ? Nay, 
is it poſſible to do fo, and make thee happy? 
How can he be thine, unlets thou receive him 
for thine ? that is a poor favour, a vile gift, 
that is not worth acceptance z what more rea- 
{onable, take him for thine, and he ſhall be 
thine? canſt thou both deny him and enjay 
him ? refuſe the gift, and have it too? Our 
emptineſs is the beſt plea, and ſelf-denial our 
beſt price > thou giveſt more for thy bread, 
thy clothes, thy houle, and for the needful 
comforts that are for the {upport of thy frail 
body, than thou needeft to give for this great 
and glorious Chriſt z thou payeſt money for 
them, but thou maiſt have him without mo- 
ney, and without price. One would think that 
the equity of the condition ſhould both amaze 
thee and allure thee; God doth not fell, but 
give his Son; he knows thou haſt nothing, and 
e would only have thee to know that too, 
and be humbled under the ſenſe of thy fpiri- 
tual poverty 3 thou maiſt Joſe a gift by offer- 
ing to buy it, Thy money periſh with thee, Cc. 
"Tis faid indeed, 1/a. 55. 1. Come buy, &c. for 
the word is uſed here improperly, for to get, 
attain, receive, procure, furniſh your 1clves, 
&c. So Prov. 3.8, and ellewhere; ſomething 
muſt indeed be Core by thole that partake cf 
Chriſt, they muſt come and accept of him. And 
ſomething parted with, but of no valuable 
confideration in $:in to God; and what would 
be prejudicial to us and inconſiſtent with ha- 
ving 
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ving this gifr. But God requires not of thee 
things impoſſible 5 he doth not fay, It thou 
wilt remove mountains, dry up oceans, ſtop 
the courſe of nature, create worlds, and Chrift 
ſhall be thine 5, as great, as good as he is, he 
doth not ſay, If thou ſatisfie my juſtice, anſwer 
the demands of my Law, merit my love and 
favour, then ſhall he be thine : No, he himſelf 
hath done all this for thee ; all that he defires 
is, that thou wou'deſt reccive him that hath 
done 1o. 

Neither doth he require any thing of thee 
that is barbarous and cruel, as the Heathen 
Deitics did of their worſhippers; he fays nor, 
it tncu wilt lince and mangle thy body as 
baal's Prieſts did z or it thou wiit go. bare-: 
foot in tackcloth longs and tedious Pilgrima- 
ves as the Papiſts co: It you will offer your 
Children in the fire, and give the frvit of your 
bodics for the (in of vour fouls, as fome did 
then he is yours. Nor Coth he require of 
thee chargeable and coltly, as to efer the belt 
and chietetr of thy flock in ſ:crifice to him 5 
nor as he once aid of th? youns man, to fell 
all that thon haſt and give it to the poor : 
Nor as ldolaters, lay down ich a part of thy 
eſtate tor thy pardon. But he only requires 
raat thou firſt thirlt, and then buy 3 be ſenfi- 
ble of thy want, and poverty, ard nothingnels, 
and then 657n an empty hand and take Chritr 
as thy Saviour and Lord 5, and wilt thon not 
do it ? Cantt thou deny him and thy poor 
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foul fo reafonable, fo equitable a requeſt ? as 
the Servant taid to Naaman, If the prophet had 
commanaed thee jome great thing, wouldeſt thou 
not have done it * how much more then , when 
he only ſaith, waſh and be clean? $So ſay 1 to 
thee, It God had commanded tac greateſt 
things imaginable, wouldeſt thou not to thy 
power have Cone them, that thou maiſt injoy 
the bleſſed Son of God for thine? How much 
more then, when he only faith , Take Jcfus 
Chriſt as thy Lord and Saviour, prize and love 
him as thy Saviour , obey and honour him as 
thy Lord, and he ihal} be thine for ever? do 
but as much for him, zs the covetous man does 
for his wealth, as the ambitious man for his 
honour, as the voluptuous man for his belly ; 
they give their higheſt eſteem, their choiceſt 
affetions , and their greateſt ſervice, to that 
which they take for their God, their chief 
good : And turely Chriſt is more worthy 
hereof , and will requite thee b:it for 
them. 


4. Confider how God offers this gift to thee; 
his manner of dealing with thee 1a this is won- 
derful; he offers Chriſt moſt really, means 
what he ſpeaks, enJ moſt tendaly and aft- 
fectionately ; He not only offers Chrilt to thee, 
but invites thee to him, what canſt thou de- 
fire more in a gift or benefit, 'than to have it 
heartily offered, and be invited to take it ? He 
offers Chrift without grucging , faiſhood, or 

Equt- 
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equivocation 3 with an open heart, that he may 
ſhew how willing and cordial he is to part with 
this gift. He invires us to take him, Rey. 22: 
17, Let him that ts a trirſt come, and whoſo- 
ever will let him take the water of life freely : 
Nay, he ſhouts and calls aloud, 1/a. 55. 1, Ho 
every one that thirſteth , come ye to the waters, 
and he that hath no money, come ye, buy and eat, 
yea come buy wine and milk, without money, and 
without price. Had he once tendered Chriſt, 
it had been infinite mercy ; but tro entreat us 
to accept him, fo pertwade and move us, as 
one that would not be denicd, that's admira. 
ble. 2 Cor. 5. 20, We are embaſſadors for 
Chriſt ;, as though God did beſeech you by ws, we 
pray you in Chriſts 5tead , be ye reconciled to 
God. And he commands us to receive Chriſt 
his Son, and makes this the chief, and (as it 
were) the only thing he requires of us, 1 Foh. 
3.235 and inforceth his juit command with 
moſt tevere threatnings, Heb. 12.25, See that 
ye refuſe not him that ſpeaketh;, for if they eſca- 
ped not who refuſed him that ſpake on earth, 
much more ſhall not we eſcape, if we turn away 
from him that ſpeaketh from heaven. Some- 
times he expoltulateth with men, Wherefore 
do you ſpend your money fer that which is not 
bread? Iſa. 55. 2, and adds proteſtations of 
his loathnels that any foul ſhould periſh, Why 
will you dye ? anger 15 nat in me: why ſbonld 
the flame conſume the ſtubble? what could I do 
more ? what iniquity have ye found in me, &c? 


He 
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He. complains. and laments moſt 1fadly , when 
men negle& and ſlight this oftered gitt, Why 
will ye not Come to me, that ye may have life? 
He came to his own and they received him not, 
John 1. 11. O Feruſalem, Feruſalem, thou that 
killeſt the Prophets, and ſtoneſt them that are 
ſent unto thee, how often would I have gathered 
thy children together, even as a hen gathereth 
ber chickens under her wings, and ye would not ! 
Matt.23. z7. Yea, with very vehement pal- 
fions te bewails and weeps over them that 
pity not themſelves, Lwke 19.42, If thou hadſt 
known, even thou, at leaſt in this thy day, the 
things which belong to thy peace, &c. Thoſe 
. tears and mournings over Feruſalem for her 
hard heart and contempt, have been, and are 
ſtil] over thee. He upbraids men with no- 
thing 19 much as this, and threatens no ſuch 
woes in all the Scripture, as againſt ſuch as 
refuſe Chriſt, arr. 11.20, Wo unto thee Cho- 
Takin , wo unto thee Bethſaida, &c. Jer. 1 3+ 
17, Wo unto thee, O Jeruſalem, wilt thou 
20t be made clean? when ſhall it once be? He 
!s never fo angry with any, as with them that 
defpiſe this love, and refuſe this offer, Lake 
14.21. Matt. 22. 7. He was very wroth when 
the invited gueſts would not come. So dar. 
21-40, with thoſe Husbandmen that took his 
Son and killed him ; and thoſe Citizens ( Luke 
19. 27.) that would not have him reign over 
them,” are deſtroyed as enemies. And when 
all this will do no good, men will not be per- 
ſwaded 
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{waded nor allured, but hang off and keep at 
a diſtance , he goes away (as it were troubled) 
and wiſhing it had been better, He ſwears 
and pawns his life on it, that he would not 
have them periſh, has no pleaſure in their de- 
ſtruQion, Ezek, 33. 11. O that they had hear- 
kened to my commanaments, then had their peace 
been as 4 river, and their righteouſneſs as the 
waves of the ſea. Ia. 48, 18, Plal, 81.11. But 
my people would not hearken to my voice, Iſrael 
would none of me. O that my people had hear- 
hened unto me, and Iſrael had walked in my 
ways, 1 would ſoon have ſubdued their enemies, 
1 would have fed them with the fineſt of the 
wheat, with honey out of the rock, would I have 
ſatisfied them, O the compaſſionate pangs- of 
Gods bowels of infinite mercy towards poor 
ſinners! O quam ſtupenda pieatas ! quam mira 
Dei dionatio ! quem regare debuimus, ut nos 
recipere dignaretur : ab ipſo rogamur, ut ad eunt 
venire dignemnr. 
| It were (one would think) enough to pre- 
vail with us to accept this gift with joy and 
thankfulneſs to conſider how incomparably ex- 
cellent the gift it {elf is. —— But God adds un- 
{peakable benefits with him to draw vs to this 
acceptance; as life and favour with God, Prov: 
8. 35- Whoſo findeth me, findeth life , and ob- 
raineth favour of the Lord. Recovery of Gods 
image, freedom from bondage, communion 
with Gad, liberty of will, pardon of fin, pow- 
er againſt ſin, deliverance from Satan, peace 
and 
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and joy, adoption of Sons, Foh. 1. 12. ac- 
ceptance of perſons and ſcrvices, audience of 
prayers, a {anRified uſe of comforts and crol- 
ſes, victory over death, aſlurance of heaven, 
the fair inheritance of all things, fulneſs of 
joy and happineſs, pleaſures for evermore. 


5- Conſider, why God offereth Chriſt un- 
to thee; for what end is he thus follicitous 
about thine acceptance of . this gift; do not mi- 
ſtake me, nor deceive thy lelf by thinking that 
becauſe God out of his infinite pity to his mi- 
ſerable creatures, is inſtant and urgent with 
them to accept of Chriſt, therefore he hath 
any need of thee, or fecketh his own happi- 
nels therein. I tell thee, if thou  hadſt no 
more need of Chriſt than he hath of thee, 
thou maiſt let him alone: No, it's purely for 
thy good, for thy real and eternal good that 
he offers. his Son to- thee, He needs thy fer- 
vice no more than he doth the ſervice of the 
Damned ,.. or of the Devils; and he knows 
- how to make ule of thee for his own glory 
' as he doth of them, if thou fooliſhly reject 
this offer of his Son to fave thee, Had he a 
work to.do, he needs not thy help ; he might 
have made nobler creatures than the preſent 
race of mankind to glorifie his Grace, and ex- 
ecute his will, and have left thee and all 
Adam's poſterity to gloritie his Juſtice. Thy 
righteouſneſs will not help him, Job 22. 2, 3. 
Nor thy wickedneſs hurt him, Job 35. 2- He 
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expects no gain by thee, looks for no requi- 
tal, he offers this gift to thee, not that he 
may. be bleſſed by thee, but that he may be 
bountiful to thee; it's thy good, not his own 
that he looks at: The felicity of accepting is 
thine own , and the miſery oi neglcAins is 
thine own. Prov 9 12, !f thor be wife, tow 
ſhale be wiſe for thy ſelf ;, but 1, thou jcc-rrefty 
thou alone ſha't bear tt. Mc<n cail Cuitoiners 
to them, aad prels them with maby arguments 
and entreaties to buy , that thcy may inrich 
themſelves by their Cuitauwersz but God calls 
men to buy of kim, not to inrich himfelf (he 
is as rich, and perſeft, and happy +43 he can 
be) but to inrich themſelves. I connſel thee 
(faith Chrit ro his Iur= warm Church } .. ev. 
3. 18, to buy of me gold try:d in the fire (Way? 
that he mizht gec w0mething by hin and en+ 
rich him!{:it? No ) that hou maiſt be rich, 
that thou, not 1 may be rich, Now Brethren 
ponder it ſeriouſly, it is wholly for your own 
good, that you may etcape wrath and death, 
that you may attain Heaven and life, that 
God 15s pleaſed once more to offer Chriſt to 


you. He gives his Son to this end, that you 


may be taved, to bring you into the ſtate of 
Sons, and intv a right to Heaven and Glory. 
Had he given Chritt only to rule over you 


with his Scepter of righteouſneſs, ir would 


have been an excellent gift, and no ſmall pri- 


vileds to be SubjeRs to luch a Vrince, efipecial- 


ly. for ſuch as were boni{aves of Satan by na- 
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, ture 5 but he gives Chriſt to ſave and redeem 
us. Something, yea very much of God is in the 
Creation, much of God in his common provi- 
dence; but moſt of all, yea whole God in the 
redemption of man. It a Phyſitian ſhould 
come to us who would heal us of all our dil: 
eaſes (luppole we were an Hoſpital of unſound 
perſons ) would he not be moſt acceptable to 
us? What more acceptable to a poor man 
than wealth ? or a naked man than clothes ? 
or to an hungry man than bread ? a ſlave than 
freedom? all this and infinitely more is Chriſt 
to us. Now all that is required of us in or- 
der to the obtaining of all theſe benefits , is 
to believe in Chriſt ; and what is believing, 
but receiving Chriſt, as he is offered to us in 
the Goſpel? Fohn 1. 12, What is thy mind 
now about this offer ? what dof thou reſolve 
on? wilt thou have Chriſt this Gitt of God, 
or not? Is there any thing unreaſonable in his 
demands ? any thing defe&ive in this offer, or 
in the gift ? is not Chriſt fair, or good enough? 
is he not rich and honourable enough ? is there 
any want of love or lovelineſs in Chriſt for thee? 
What hath been ſail of him, will ſilence all 
theſe and the like objections. What canſt thou 
fay? is it an indifferent matter whether thou 
take this or not? doth not thy eternal felici- 


ty depend on thine acceptance of him ? what - 


{yeſt thou ? ſhall Chriſt be thy Lord, or the 

Devil ? One of theſe will reign over thee. Con- 

fider what thou doſt, thy Soul is — 
an 
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and muſt either take God, and Chriſt, and 
Heaven to be thy portion for ever ; or Hell, 
and Death , and. Wrath , and Divels for thy 
portion for ever : one of theſe two is the por- 
tion of all the Sons and Daughters of Adam. 
If thou wil: till prefer the world before Chriſt, 
and love the creature above Chrit, and pleaſe 
thy fi.ſh more than Chriſt, thn thou goeſt 
without him « and! however thou 1;:aiſt ſhift in 
this world, yet whe; 2ncc thou appeareſt in 
another world, God will rain fire and brim- 
itone, and an norrible remp-ſ , and this will 
be the portion of thy cup, Pſal. 11 6. But 
if now thou accepteſt ot rchis gift of God, Jeſus 
Chriſt, when all thy friends ſhall Icave thee, 
and deareſt relations forſake thee, yea, when 
thy fleſh and thy heart ſhall fail thee, Chriſt 
will be the ftrength of thy heart, and thy por- 
tion for ever. Well, conſider what I ſay, and 
the Lord give thee underſtanding , that thou 
maiſt know when thou art well offered, and 
be wiſe on this {ide the other world. 

I know not what other anſwer you can ra» 
tionally make to all that hath been faid, to 
perſwade your acceptance of this gift of God, 
but that either you have it already , or de- 
fire to know how you may make it your own ; 
I ſhall - therefore, to prevent miſtakes in the 
one, and to give aſhitance ro the other, firſt 
dire you to try your ſclves, whether Chriſt 
be yours' or not, and then how to attain 


propriety in this excellent gift > whereby. 


"2 you 
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you may be happy to all eternity. 

Let this be your moſt ſerious inquiry, whe- 
ther you have indeed received this gift of God 
or not. Is Chriſt yours? can you truly ſay 
with the Spouſe ( Cant. 2.16.) My beloved us 
mire, aud I am bs?! If you can but once ſay, 
and ſpeak true, I an my beloveds ( as Cant, 6. 
3 ) you may with the ſame breath conclude, 
my beloved 1s mine, Have you ever made a 
full, intire, affeRionate, deliberate and unre- 
ſerved reſignation of your fclves unto him ? 
have you given up your heart, head and hands, 
all you are, all you have, unto Jeſus Chriſt, 
and that conſtantly ? Then he is wholly yours. 
For God never gave his Son to any, but ſuch 
gave themiclves to the Lord, and are new 
creatures, aid found believers. But more par- 
ticularly : 

1. If you have received this gift of God, 
you do very highly eſteem of him, and prefer 
him above :!l other things in the world. To 
them that bclieve, Chriſt is precious, they have 
a g00d opinion of his worth and exccllency, 
have him in greateſt honour and eſtimation, as 
Hinſwe t2ith the word 714 figrifies, He that 
Joves Fatner or Mother, or any Re!-tion, or 
Riches or Pl-alures more than Chriit, is not 
worthy of him, cannot be his Diliciple. Do 


you truly in judgment and affc&ionz, account | 


it your Chiei happineſs to enjoy the Lord Je- 
{us Chritt? is he the chiefeſt v4! Ten houland 
in your eyes, altogether lovely? Can you lay 
wit 
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with David, Pſal. 16.5, The Lord w my portion ? 
or with him, Pſal. 73.25, Whom: have I in hea» 
ven but thee 2 and there 1s none on eaity I deſire 
beſide thce, or in compet;tion with thee ? So that 
whatever temptations to the contrary you meet - 
with, you do in your ſettled prevailing judg- 
ment, prefer Chriſt before all, and count all lots 
and dung in comparilon of the excellency of the 
knowledg of Chriſt, making him the end of your 
deſires and endeavours, putting the world and 
all other things behind him in your eſteem 
and purluit, and thinking no labour, nor loſſes, 
nor ſufferings too great tor Chriff, 

2. Are you willing to receive Chriſt as Lord 
as well as Saviour? {ſubmit to him as King, 
as well as accept of him as Redeemer? and 
come not only for cale and reft, but to take 
his yoke upon you, and become his Servants? 
Is Chriſt your Lord and Maſter to guide and 
govern your hearts, and thoughts, and lives, 
by his Laws and S:atutes ? anG 1s it your ordi- 
nary purpoſe, deltrc, and endeavour to obe 
him, even when he commands the h:rdck du- 
ties, and thoſe which moſt crols the detire and 
intereſt of the fleſh, and *tis your ſorrow when 
you break your reſolutions herein ? then Chrilt 
is yours : But i! you are only content to be 
laved by him trom Hell when you dye, in the 
mean time, he ſhall command you no further 
than will ſtand with your credit, or pleaſure, 
or worldly cſtate and ends, and did never 
beartily conſent that he ſhould rule over you, 

| "nor 
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nor reſign up your ſouls and bodies to be go- 
verned and diſpoſed by him, nor took his Word 
for a Law and Rule of your thoughts and aQti- 
ons butit he would give you leave, you had 
rather live after the world and fleſh, than after 
the Word and Epirit: he is not yet yours: 
though you may in words czi| him Lord and 
Maſtcr , yet in your works you deny him. 
He is his Friend and Diſciple that keeps his 
commancments, John 15. 7, 14, but they that 
would not hearken to his voice, would none 
of him, he gave them up to their own hearts 
luſts, P/al. 8. 11. 

3- Have you received the Spirit of Chriſt ? 
The Apoſtle makes the former and this, cha- 
raters of ſuch as have received Chriſt. 1 Joh. 
3. 24, He that keepeth his commandments dwells 
*n him, and Chriſt in him, hereby we know that 
he abideth in w, by the ſpirit which he hath 

fven 2. Well then, do ye obey the Laws. 
of Chriſt, and walx in his ways, conform to 
his example, and live the life of Jeſu: ? He | 
that Joth not thus, may ſay, he abides in 
Chriſt ; but he coth but ſay{o; *tis not ſo in 
truth and reality. 1 Joh. 2, 6, He that ſaith 
he abiaes in (hriſt, ought to walk as he watked, 
Further, Let me ask you the queition the A- 
poſtle asked the Diſciples at Epheſus, Adv. 
I9. 2, Whether have you received the Holy 
Ghoſt? If God have given Chrif: to vou, 
Crrift hath given you his heoiv Syirits, For if 
ary man bave not the ſpirit of Chriſt, he 
| none 
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none of bis, Rom. 8.9. 1 John4. 13, Hereby 
we know that we awell in him, and beinw, 
becauſe he hath given us of his ſpirit : The Spi- 
rit, not as reſiding in Chriſt, but as given to 
us, is an evidence that we have received Chriſt, 
Well then, let every one of you be now in- 


| quiſitive, and put fuch interrogatories as theſe 


A 2 


to himſelf, Have I the Spirit? is he given to 
me ? doth he dwell in my foul ? have I the 
{pirit of illumination and revelation, Eph.1,17? 
Do I ſee ſuch things as I never ſaw before, 
as the inexpreſſible vilenels and loathſomneſs 
of ſin, the greateft beauty in holineſs, &c? 
Have I the ſpirit of life in Chriſt Jeſus, to 
quicken me and raiſe me up from the dead ? 
Rom. 8.2, 2 Cor. 3. 6, Have I felt the ſpi- 
rit of convition, to convince me of fin, righ- 
teouſneſs and judgment, Fohr 16, 8 ? The ſpi- 
rit of grace and tupplication, ſtirring up to, 
and aſſiſting in that heavenly duty of Prayer, 
Zech. 12, 10 ? The {ſpirit of holynefs ro {an- 
Qifie me, 1 Per. 1. 2, to mortifie my fins and 
corruptions, Row.8.1z, and work up my heart 
to all holy obedience, Ezek. 36. 27? Ami 
renewed in the ſpirit of my mind? is Gods 
Image repaired in- me? am I transformed into 
the ſame image from glory to glory, as by 
the Spirit of the Lora? Am | growing in 
Srace, perfefting holincls in the fear of the 
Lord? Do I walk in all Gods Ways and Sta- 
tutes freely, regulariv, conſtantly ? Am TI wil- 
ling to ſacrifice an //#ac, a Benjamin, an Ab- 
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ſolom, a Delilah, Herodias , and hew, with $4- 
muel, delicate Agag in pieces? or with David 
keep my felt from mine own iniquity ? Is the - 
old man dead ? the fleſh with all its curſed 
retinue mortified ? do I deteſt and loath every 
fin, in thought word and deed, and that not 
{o much tor its c{teAs, as for its nature z and 
hate it rather as H:i!, than for Hell? En- 
quire what do you find of theſe high and 
gracious operations 0i the ipirit in your fclves 
he is always an ative working Spirit, is he fo 
in you? Doth he raite your hearts to heaven- 
ly things, and draw forth your fouls ro Chriſt? 
O deal faithfully with your own touls; let the 
ſearch be deep and thorow, go to the bot- 
tom of your deceitful ti.arts, bring things 
to an iſſue, be ture that you he not mi- 
taken. 

4. If Chriſt he received, there will be a 
more earneſt intent , defire and breathing of 
ſoul after him; he that hath once taſted the 
ſweetneſs of his grace, and ſeen the ſplendor 
of his beauty, will be 1{o far from being ſa- 
tisfed, that he will ſtil! more and more thiri: 
after himz the more excellency the ſoul ap- 
pretends in him, the more vehement and reſt- 
leſs are his Cefires towards him, Thus it was 
with the Spouſe, Cant. 2, 3, 4, 5, *he had a 
glance of him, and cries out, As the Apple- 
zree among the trees of the wood, ſo is my be- 
loves among the ſons. Here the Spouſe ſeems 
to be itrongly moved with affeRion, and be- 

fore 


_ -_—_—_— — ww pen "oY — . 


Chriſt the choiceſt Gift. 63 
fore her heloved had well ended his ſpeech, 
breaks out into an affeftionate Elogy of him, 
which ſhe is not able to expreſs, but con- 
quered with her own paſſhon, ſhe fits down - 
and breathes for comfort: I fate down under 
bes ſhadow with great delight, and hu fruit 
was ſweet to my taſte: Here the ſoul receives 
and applys Chrilt with ſweet relliſh to her pa- 
late,& comfort to her heart: He brought me to the 
banqueting houſe, and his banner over me was love: 
ſhe {till taſts more of the riches of his Gracez 
and what was the efteC of this? did ſhe ſurfeit 
with eating his fruit and banquetting ? no, ſhe 
is more raviſht with deſire, Stay me with flagons, 
comfort me with apples, for 1 am ſick, of love : 
I am wounded, nay ſlain (as lome Interpreters) 
with love : which by the {weet vehementy and 
inſatiability of it, makes the heart to burn and 
weepy groanand ſigh; to forget all, and drive 
away all but him, on whom alone ſhe fixeth, 
and would reſt, but cannot center till ſhe enjay 
him in glory ; till then ſhe is ſtick and weary, 
and lives not in her te!f, but in him in whom her 
lifeis hid. As Plato defines love, an ardour or 
flame of a foul dead in its own hody, and living 
in another, One thus writes to his friend, I have 


for the preſent a ſich life, much pain and lovs- 


ſickneſs for Chriſt. O what would I give to 
have a bed mad to my wearied ſoul, in his bo- 
ſom | O when ſhall we meet ? O how long ts it to 
the dawning of the marriare-day ? O' ſweet Lord 
Feſus take wide ſteps : O my beloved come leap- 


- pe 
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0707 00er the mountains of | *Paration : O that he 
world fold the heavens torether like an old cloak , 
and {how el time and days out of the way , and 
come away, 

Well, have von pain, and {ick-nights for 
Carift ? do vour thoughts continually run on 
him and would von do any thins tor compat= 
ins of him, and abfttain trom any thing that 
would crots thy defires to enjoy him, content 
to go through anv Uifticulties and ditcourage- 
ments, to hear reproach, lofſes tor him, and 
canft not live withont him 2 then he 15 thine. 

But it von can hr down contented without 
him, grow itrange and keep at ciftance many 
Cays, weeks and vears together, and yet quiet 
and merry : If you can live without his pre- 
tence md never mils it, not a tmile trom his 
face, not 2 look ot love trom vou to him, and 
yet no trouble tollows +; can make 4 ihite with 
the carnal contentments to ſupply his room 5 can 
bear his abſence, and feel no want of him, *tis 

il fign, vou either never received him at 
21, Or are in a Ceac concition. 


Fs. Do ve {imei and {favour oft Chriſt where- 
ever VOu come, 2nd <cnceavour ©2 OCraw others 
t> im © nave vour worcs ind _aITIAage een 
iuch as 0 2ve tettimony to orners of your |ove 
and propriety ro Cariit « He tnat hath recetved 
this gite mav He known by the imet] and fra» 
Srancy he ends torth our of the heart into 
everVv part ot man, thoughts, Words, WOLKS, 

- are 
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are alt gracious and ſavoury; there's the {avour 
of Chrilt , or of the knowledg of Chrif mani- 
fofted 1n every place, 2 Cor. 2. 14,15. aliuding 
2 the Oinrment of the Prieſts, ana the tweet 
:2cenſe they offered 5 Chriſt taitn, / am tbe 
roſe of Sharon, Gant. 2. 1, Now it withering 
rofes put in a box can perfume the clothes 
chat lyein | it, and caſt a ſweet and Cclicate ſmel}, 
How much more mutt their words and lives be 
tweet and fragant who carry about In them 
Jetus Chriit, Whoje garments rel! of myrrh 
alaes, and Caſſia, Plat. 45.8. 

Exfebina in his Eccletiaſtical Hiltorry, reports 
of Pelycarpus, that when he was to be 1 acrifeed 
unto the Lord by fire, by the hancs of moſt 
bloody Periecutors, as he was ſtanding in the 
midſt of the fire, all reſplendent, like ſhining 
burnitht gold, his body did fend forth tech an 
odoriferous and tweet iavour as thev of Smyrna 
received it in an Eyifile) as if he had been yer= 
famed with 1 Incen'e, or tome g:22r tra aye and 
aromatical efience. Now thovs? CT rv ort- 
nary Chriſtia ans DoGy Go not y eld UCca © Mira. 
culous oLour, yet vou may reac as much in ef- 
te&t of a molt gracious pertom- will which the 
Precious ſouls of ail Chriits bei V119 MEN ItCEs, 
(his myſtical Spoute } do tence forth in a melt 
ſweet and pleztant mann-r. /ugt. 2. 6. he 
& thu that contth out of the wilderneſs like piliars 
of fraake, perfamed with myrrh and Fran s- 
cenſe, with all the powders of *he merchants ? 
Le. fiveetned with all the mo!? fraprant and 
I\Ycer 
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fweet-{meling Graces of the Spirit of Chriſt, 
who is the merchant here ſpoken of. O how 
defirous is every one that hath received this gift 
and taſted that the Lord is gracious, to com» 
municate him unto others! As *tis the nature and 
property of grace and goodneſs, to be diffuſive 
and communicative of it felf - {o would every 
true believer impart Chrift to his friends and 
neighbours, and even travels over them till 
Chriſt be formed in them too. It you have this 
talent, this pearl of great price, you will be far 
from laying itup in a napkin, or locking it up 
in a cabinet, but be much in commencing him 
to others ;, *tis their delight to be ſpeaking of 
the beauties,excellencies and perfeRions of their 
beloved ; as the Spouſe whoſe whole language 
is all love, and her heart is fo full, that her lips 
overflow with the mention of the Excellencies 
of Chrift, My beloved is white aud ruday, the 
chiefeſt of ten thonſand, &c. This is my friend, 
and this is my beloved, O ye daughters of Fe- 
raſalen, Cant 5. 19: 

The Samaritan woman, no ſooner had Chriſt 
Cilcovered himiclf in plain terms to her, 1aying, 
T that ſpear into thee am he ;, that is the Mct- 
flas : but the firſt thins that we hear of her, 
ver. 28. {ne leaves h:r water-pot, and water, 
for which ſe came, ſhe neglects her civil bu- 
fines, torgets her natural wants, and runs in- 
to the City and cails the people of the place, 
{ ome and ſee a man that told me all things that 
ever 1 aid, is not this the Chriſt? Such is the 

— = 
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excellency of heavenly trealures, (ever moſt 
diffuſive of themſelves ) if one find them, there 
is no reſt until he communicate the lame to 
others: lf one find any lecular treaſure, he will 
carefully conceal it, becauie the more commu- 
nicate thercin, the lels mult every ſharer have, 
(as the three men travelling towards Feruſalem, 
&c.) But the more by hee are brought to 
Chriſt, the more thou haſt of his Divine riches 
ſhe faith not, $0 out and ſee a man, but coe and 
ſee ;, rhe leed of this knowleds cannot lye dead 
in the heart, Pſal. 116. 10. I believed,therefore 
have I ſpocen. ad like the Widows oll, increa- 
{es by pouring . They have but-a doubtful 
ſhare in Chriſt, pr pretending to {end others 
to him, will not go theim{elves z nor doth ſhe 
take upon her to define or teach, ſhe only lead- 
eth them to hear Chriſt, content to pelwade, ta 
{ee what ſhe had found. So Fehn, Andrew and 
Philip, tow ready to tell others of Chriſt, 
Joh. 1.29, 41, 45. Paul being once enlightned 
himſelf, with the ſaving knowle: 's of Chriſt had 
great beavineſs and continual ſor row in bis he rart, 
and could wiſh himſelf accurſed from C brit for 
his brethren and kinſmen accerding to tye fleſh, 
Rom.9. 1. S9 he that hath taſted the tweetrneſs 
of Chriſt will not reſt, but will be wiſely upon 
all occaſions relating the love-paſſages be twixt 
Chriſt and him, and telling his neighbours and 
friends the Excellencies of Chriſt, and what he 
feels: O come and hear, I will —_ what God 
bath done for my ſoul, Plal., 66. 


2. What 
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2. hat ſhall we do to make Chriſt our own? 
this appropriation and application of the gift of 
God, is a very great thing : what can be to de- 
ſirable as this, -what ſo worthy of your ſtudy 
and endeavours as to have Chriſt with all his be- 
nefits? O that you would be perſwaded with 
greateſt diligence and faithfulneſs to ſeek this 
priviledg ! Give no flcep to your eyes, nor 
ſlumber to your eye-lids till you have made 
ſure of this gift. As ever you deſire a ſolid 
foundation to build upon for exemption from 
miſery, and enjoyment of comfort ; the happi- 
neſs and ſafety of your future ſtate depends up- 
on your preſent application of Chriſt. 


1, Believe, Set and at faith ; let it be your 
main care and endeayour to be believers ; for 
let me tell you, in the very firſt moment of be- 
lieving you will aRually be partakers of Chriſt ; 
Chriſt is in the {ſoul as foon as ever faith is in it, 
this is the moſt prectous and excellent grace that 
is receptive of Chriſt; the hand whcreby we 
take him, as he is offered and held forth unto 
us in the Goſpel. Some define faith a moſt affe- 
Ctionate accepting of Chriſt as Saviour andLord: 
It is (fay others) a faving-grace wrought in the 
heart of a ſinner by the Spirit and Word of 
God, whereby he being convinced of his ſin 
and miſery, and of the difability in himſelf, 
and all other creatures to recover him out of his 
loft condition, not only aſſents to the truth 6 

tac 
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the promife of the Goſpel,but receives and reſts 
upon Chriſt and his Right-ouſnels therein held 
forth for pardon of fin,and for the accepting and 
accounting of his perton righteous in the fight 
of God for ſalvation. I'm ſure the Scripture 
makes this to be our accepting of Chriſt, 1 Foh. 
3- 16. God ſo loved the world that he gave his 
only begotten Son, that whoſoever believed on hins 
might not periſh, &c. 1 Joh. 1. 12. But as mas 
ny as received him, to them he gave power to be- 
come the Sons of God, even to them that believe 
on his name, We come to him and feed on 
him by faith, Foh. 6. 35- And he dwells in our 
hearts by faith, Epheſ. 3-17. The Woman con- 
ſenting to take the man for her Husband, upon 
that the Matrimonial union follows, he is hers, 
and ſhe his ; ſo the ſinner conſenting to the re- 
ceiving and obeying of Chriſt (which is one 
main a& of faith upon which he is made his) : 
This is one of faiths royal excellencies, nothing 
puts a greater worth and glory upon it than 
this greatefie&. Well then, fee that you make 
{ure of it; put forth this hand of faith and take 
Chriſts are ye without it in the ſad ſtate of un- 
belief? you have no ſhare in, nor can make no 
claim to this gift {o long as it is thus with you ; 
you muſt be put into another ſtate, and become 
- true believers, then *rwill be well. But do not 
content your ſelves with a Dogmarical, Hiſtori- 
cal faith, an eaſiz common prefumptuous falſe 
faith, which is in the generality of men: Be ſin- 
cere and ſound believers, flatter not your ſelves 


with 
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with an idle inoperative faith ; have ſuch a faith 
as purifies the heart, works by love, overcomes 
the world ; you muſt heartily cloſe with whole 
Chriſt, according to the Goſpel-offer ; let your 
truſt, rel yance, confidence for pardon, life and 
falvation, b2 grounded upon him, and him on- 
ly. You mutt caft your ſelves upon his alone me- 
rits, renouacing every thing in your [:lves ; 
holding forth the two hands of faith, with the 
one to lay hold on Chriſt, and with the other 
to reſisn up your ſelves to Chriii. You muſt be 
throughly convinced of fin and miſ-ry, that 
you have undone and deſtroyed your elves, and 


in the ſcale of nakednels, wretchecnefs and pe-. 


riſhing, lee an ablolute necelſicy of Chrit, that 
unlets hz ju'tifie you, you maſt ne condemned; 
unleſs h2 fave you , you .nuſt burn in hell for 
ever; anl lo cry give me Chriſt »r elſe 1die: and 
have reſtlets importuaate deſires of the foul to- 
wards him, as a condemaed man for pardon, a 
hungry man for meat : O that Chriſt were 
mine, Oh that | might enjoy him! I cannot 
live without him. I know not whether Chritt 
will own me, 21d {mile on me orno; 1 know 
not whether Chriſt will come to me, and beſtow 
himfelt on fo mean and vile a creature ? But ['le 
S0 out to him; PVle venture all, if 1 periſh, I 
periſh, my deſire is towards him ; and le caſt 
my ſelf and all upon him, and with tears and 
cryslay, Lord 1 believe, help my unbelief. 


2, Pray 3 
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2. Pray go unto God for this gift , for it 
is his z you can never delerve , therefore beg 
it, and ask grace to receive and apply it. No 
m:an cometh unto the Son, except the Father 
which hath ſent him , draw him, 7ohz 6. 44- 
All things are of God, 2 Cor. 5 iS, Creating 
is his work, Eph.2 10. Gothen and lyeand 
wait at the thione of Grace, and carneſtly in- 
treat God to give Cir-;it to thee, and make 
him thine z though thou have no promiſe to 
urge God with, yet put Rim in remembrance, 
how he hach faid in *<cipture, that he hath 
no pleaſtre in the death of the wicked, but 
rather that hz ſhould turn a” {'ve; Tell him 
_ that thou art a inner, yet Gor commends his 

love, in that Chri dyed for men while they 
were yet ſinners: He came to reconcile even 
ememies, to give pgiits even to the rebellious ; 
His buſineſs was to {cek and fave lolt Sheep, of 
whom thou art one; t-i] him you have no 
whither to go bur unto him be <arneſt and 
importunate, and then wait: though he hide 
his face, and anſwer not, yei continue praying 
and knocking at the gate ot mercy, cry aloud, 
Lord give me Chriſt, G give me Chriſt, or elſe 
I dye and periſh : Good Lord what ever thou 
denieſt me, deny me not Chriſt, Lord upon 
my bended knees, 1 ask him of thee ; O ſhut 
nor out my Prayer; 1t I have not « hriſt | am 
undone. Rem-mber his carriage. towards the 


woman of Canaan, att. 15.26, he puts. her 
off 
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off, either no anſwer, or that which was worſe 
than'none; yet her importunity in crying ſtill, 
Lord help me, at lait prevailed, and ſhe got a 
gracious and comfortable anfwer , obtained 
what ſhe asked and more: remember for your 


- Incouragement, you are calling on him that's 


calling on you 3 and ſecking him that firſt loves 
and feeks you. Pray for faith, even that alſo 
is the gift of God, Eph. 2. 8, Chriſt is the 
author and finiſher of faith, Zeb. 12. 2, Fall 
down betore the throne of Grace, before and 
after the hearing of the word, and beg ear- 
neſtly of God, that as he hath given you hands 
to take your meat, {o he would alfo give you 
the hand of Faith, wherewith to apprehend 
Jeſus Chriſt : pray and wait. 


3 That you may the better do thus, and 
be inabled to believe and pray, attend dili- 


fo gently the Word and Ordinances, which are 


the ordinkry means to convey this gift to the 
Children of men. *Tis by theſe goiden pipes 
that golden oyl is carryed to men, Zech. 4. 12+ 
The Word muſt be read, heard, and meditated 
on, Foh. 6. 44, 45- *Tis by hearing the Father, 
and learning ot him, that we come to Chrift ; 
*tis not es, bak his drawings, but he draws by 
theſe means. The <criptures do teſtifie of him, 
and by them we may come to the knowledg of 
him3 and if we know him, we ſhall defire 
him: and if ſo, we ſhall have him, as in the 
SLE --- 

The 
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. The Word ( I ſay ) Read or Preached, but 
eſpecially the latter 3 for he hath ſaid, arr. 
18. 20, Where two or three are come together in 
my name, there am I in the midſt of them : q. d, 
It you want me, and would know where to 
find me, ſtudy both the Law and Goſpel, that 
is the School-maſter to ſhew you the need of 
him, to ſhake the Soul out of ſecurity, and tg 
humble you through convitions. And this is 
that whereby he offers himſelf to you expreſly, 
calls and invites you to him, Come to me poor 
weary ſmners, &c. He is vailed in. the Law; 
revealed in the Geipel; there held forth in 
Types, here in Truth; .in all, Chriſt is the 
ſubſtance to be found in every page; frequent 
therefore his Ordinances, they are his Gallery, 
where he loves to walk and here, if any where, 
you rmay find him, or hear of him; enquire in 
the way he. has appointed, So the Spouſe, 
Cant. 1.7; 'Tell-me, O thou, whom my ſoul lo- 
veth, where thou feedeſt, where thou makeſt thy 
flocss to reſt at noon;, for why ſhould I be as 
one that turneth aſide by the flocks of thy compas- 
nons ? Chriſt preſently and lovingly anfwers , 
If thou know not (O thou faireſt among women) 
go thy way forth (q.d. up and rite, and get 
out, fit not ſtill, lamenting and crying, Lord, 
Lord, but go out of your ſclves ) by the foor- 
ſteps of the flock, and feed thy kids beſides the 
ſhepherds tents, Qui C hriſtum ſine eccleſia que- 
tit, errart & fatigari poteſt, in venive 101 po- 
zeſt, faith Bed. you may ſeek long enough, &+. 
2 Cant, 
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Cant, 6. begin. The Daughters of Feruſa- 
lem hearing ſo much of the worth, beauty and 
excellency of Chriſt, had an earneſt defire to 
ſeek him with the Spouſe, therefore enquire 
whither is thy beloved gone, (O thou faireſt 
among women ) whither is thy beloved turned 
aſide, that we may ſeek him with thee, This 
repetition argues both the vehemency of their 
affetions, and their expedition 5 no excuſes 
nor delays can be admitted in this cafe. 

If any that hear me be of this mind, having 
heard fo much of Chriſts worth ; gblſerve the 
anſwer of the Spouſe, My beloved is gone down 
into his garden, to the bed of ſpices, to feed in 
the garden, and to gather lilies, His Garden 
is the Church, there attend his motions. 

4. Believe, and Fray, and attend Ordinan- 
ces, with an empty hand and hungry ſoul ; let 
S0 and be ſtript of your felves and all other 
things, that you may receive Chriſt, thus the 
Apolitle did, Phil. 3. 7,8, 9, 10, quit all inter- 
eft in your leives, all dependance on the crea- 
ture, break your league with fin, renounce 
your own rightzouſnels, account all things 
duns and lots that you may gain Chriſt; leave 
all tor him, yrefer him above all the world, 
conſent to his covenant, ſay you will have him 
on any terms, and he is yours ; unlets you de- 
ny your felves, you cannot accept this gift, | 
the world, and the things of it: Sin, and che 
"Meſh, and your own righteouſnels, is that felf | 
that muſt be denied, | 
| i, You 
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1, You muſt deny and relinquiſh the world, 

' and all carnal relations; What will it profit - a 
man , if he gain the whole world, and loſe 
bis own ſouls It the heart be divided between 
Chriſt and the world, there will be always a 
| difproportion, the world will have moſt, and 
Chriſt leaſt. - Do not overvalue or love the 
wealth of the world ; the young man bil fair 
at Chriſt, but ſtuck at this Say with that 
Marquels Galeacizs Cariac. tempted by a Je- 
- ſuite with a mighty tum ot Money ; Let therr 
\ Money periſh with them, tht eſteem all the gold 
in the world worth one days commutrton with Feſus 
Chrs/t, Or Chrilt will lay, it you ler {0 much 
* by the world,' take it and fee what it can do 
> for you; if you can ſpare me better than your 
' wea'th, you ſhall be without vie. He that lo- 
| weth houſes or lands, yea, father or 1 0i!1:7, more 
than me, is not worthy of me, Mitt. 10. $7,389, 
| Luk. 24. 25, If any man cone after we, and 
| bateth not father and mother, wife ani children, 
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comparatively, as ferome, If my Fatuer ſhould 
| be weeping 03 his Qecs before me, aud my Mos 
” ther hanging on wy 2c. benind me. «nd all my 
Brethren- and Kins/oihs nawl on evry fide, [ 
" would deſpiſe all, and throw them off. to go to 
"4 Chriſt when he calis ne. if any think this 
| would not contiit wi.1 natura lafietion, hear 
Gr} VWiiat 
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what Kilian the Dutch Schoolmaſter and Mar- 
tyr faid, If the whole world were Gold, and mine 
to diſpoſe of , I would give it to live with ny 
Wife and Children ( though in Priſon), yet my 


Soul and Chriſt are dearer to me than all. Pal, Þ 
45- 10, Forget thy own people, and thy father: | 


houſe, &c. 
' 2, Sin muſt be denied and forſaken : Chriſt 
and Belial, purity and corruption, can have no 
fellowſhip: Depart from all iniquity , Jeſus 
Chrift and one allowed luſt cannot lodge to- 
ether in the ſame Souls He that prefers any 
luſt before Chriſt, deſerves to go without him 
but he that with indignation parts with his 
ſins ſhall have the Pearl of price in their room. 
. you muſt deny your own righteouſnets ; 
this is the hardeſt part of fſelf-denyal, yet ne- 
ceſſary > Chrift came not to call the righteous 
but ſinners; the whole need not the Phyſirian 
but the fick ; there muſt be ſenſe of fin, guilt, 
ſhame and nakednels, as Noah's Dove. So long 
as the prodigal could make any ſhift ro live, 
he returned not; or the woman with the 
bloody iſſue had any thing to ſpend, ſhe came 
not to Chriſt; like the man caſt from an high 
Tower , and ſtuck to the AAulberry-tree, and 
ſcap'd. A wounded man hails to the Chyrur- 
geon , lick to the Phyſician, the man purſued 
by the avenger of blood, to the City of re- 
fuge ; fo a poor Soul, broken with the inſup- 


portable burden of his im, wrath of God? 


curſe of the Law, wi!! be willing, with a 
% s s os wWit- 
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r- Þ witneſs, to caſt it ſelf into the opened arms, 

ve | and inviting embracements of Jeſus Chriſt 

y þ bleeding on the Crols, tendred in the Goſpel, 

y | and to made his for ever z you muſt {el} all 

| Þ that you have, and thus buy the Pearl. 

” 5. Do all this pretently, ſpeedily; defer it 

' not till to morrow ;, zow #& the accepted time, 

t | now i the day of ſalvation, Seck you the Lord 

o | while he may be found, 1/a. 55. 6. While he 

s Þ offers himſelt in the miniſtry ot his Word, 

- | while he laith ſeek ye my face, let your heart 

1 Þ anſwer, thy face do | ſeek. To day if ye will 

3 hear his voice, harden not your hearts;, to day, 

s | after ſo long a time, Heb. 4.7. It you will do 

.Þ itat all, do it betimes, betore the day of grace, 

'F and, time. of repentance be expired, and the 

door of mercy be ſhut. As the Jewiſh Rabbs 

© faid of repentance, Do it to day, becanſe thou 

© krnoweſt not thou ſhalt live till tro morrow. You 

' know not that ever this gift ſhall be offered 

again, this may be the laſt time to thee; your 

lite may be gone, and then attum eſt or 
means removed, or judicial hardnels inflicted, ® 

according to that dreadful threat, Mare. 13, 

14, Hearing, ye ſhall hear, and not underſtand, 

&'c. no judgment (o terrible on this ſide Hell ; 

or he ſwear in his wrath, you ſball not entey 

into bis reſt, God forbids his people to feed 

on thoſe twilight birds, the Bats, ſignifying 

; prolongers of repentance, who think to flutter 

&  confuſedly about Chriſt in the evening of their 

withered years, and dream of a devout retire- 

| G 4 ment 
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ment in old age. Now Chriſt tends at the 
door and knocks, the ſpirit ſtrives, but the 
time is coming When many thall call and knock, 
and it (hall not be opened, Prov. 1. 24. 

| ſhall add a word ot admonition and feri- 
ous warning, to them who have not yet, nor 
are now relolved to accept this incomparable 
gi't oft God; and that in the words of the 
Apoſtle, See that ye refuſe not him that ſpeaks 
from beav n, keb. i2, 25, yea that came down 
from Heaven to leck and fyve vour loſt fouls, 
Now that Chriſt is freely offered to you by 
the Goſpel, if you let at nougcht his counſel, 
and make light of his invitations, and receive 
the Grace of God in vain, it had been better 
for you, that you had never been born, or 
never heard :he Golpel. Nyw that God hath 
proc!iimed terms of peace , and ſhewed him- 
{elf ſo unwilling that ve thouid periſh , that 
he gave his only hegotten Son for you, and to 
you, and exacted rothing frem you but ac- 
ceptance, that ye might have in him eterna 
life : If you I] rewic this gift, and rej: this 
counicl, rem:inins under unpelicf, it Goth ex- 
ceedirgly eggravate your fin and jucgment, 
it m:zk-<s your ſia above mezſure fintulz your 
fin is incxcutable, your condemnation unavoid- 
able and vour puniihment will be intoller a- 
ble. Corftler what you do, and be wiſe be- 
fore it be too late + you exceedingly diſhonecur 
God, uncervalue Chri?, gratifie Satan, Sin 
moſt inexcuſably, and undo your telves utterly. 


1, If 


© 
b 
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1, If you do not receive and improve this 
gift when offered in the Golpel, you do. ex- 
ceteCingly Giſhonour God 5 What greater re- 
proach is there amongſt men , than to refuſe 
a gift offered freely out of Jove, without any 
ground , motive, or occaſion, from the party 
that is to have it ? or deny to accept of an in- 
vitation to a great feaſt, or fair eſtate, if in- 
treated arid ſolicited to tak@it ? *Tis a fowr un- 
mannerline!s, and tawcy proud preſumption, 
to pr:icrib- on what terms they will have, or 
when they will not be beholding to their ſu- 
periors, *Tis a great diſhonour to God, that 
vile {inful duit and aſhes, will not accept of 
his gracious offer ot his Sen. If a King ſhould 
come to a Pritoner condemned by the Law to 
Ceath, and lying in Chains, and offer to fet 
him free, or put his Son in his ſtead, cc. bur 
he ſo loves his bondave, and hugs his chains 
that he will not be delivered. You caſt Cit- 
honour upon all tne glotious Attrivures of 
Go71, 

His Truth 4 He that receives Coriit, giveds; 
as much glory to the Truth of God as poſlibly: 
he cn; he ſects io his feal that God 1s true, 
Fohn 3. 33; But hethat receives not this gift, 
bclieves not God, and fo makes him ( who is 
truth it felf } a lyar, becaute he believes not 
the record which God gave of his Son, 1 Joh. 
5- 10, O what horrid indignity is this to the 
moſt faithful God ! 


His 
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« His Mercy , wherein he delights, which as 
It is above all his works; fo this of beſtowing 
| Chriſt on men is above all his mercies. Ir 1s 
no leis than ſpurning at bowels of mercy, 
Rows. 2+ 4, and delpiling of riches of good- 
nels. | 

His Power ; *Tis a fad diminution of the 
glory of his Power and Soveraignty ; as if he 
* could not do what he hath promiſed, if we 
accept his offers: or what he hath threatned 
if we refuſe it. e Abraham on the contrary, 
was ſtrong in faith, giving glory to God, being 
fully perlwaded, that what he had promiſed, 
he was able to perform, Rom. 4. 20. 

His Wiſdom, It's a reje&ing the counſel of 
Heaven, and contemning that unconceivable 
depth of Wiſdom, that contrived a way for 
Mercy and Juſtice to meet , that his Glory 
might be advanced, and finning and periſhing 

- man might be ſaved, 

His Juſtice, How great is the affront that 
ſinners offer to his Juſtice, that ſinners go on 
td provoke him with their unbclief and wick- 
edneſs; and as it were dare him to puniſh 
them. 

In a word, his Infallibleneſs and Unchange- 
ablenets are called in queſtion : when his gra- 
cious promites are not believed and embraced, 
men judg him a perion not fit to be credited : 
The giving of the lye is accounted the greateſt 
injury and diſgrace among men ; but eſpecial- 
ly this is a great injury to God , becauſe he 

| ſtands 
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ſtands more upon his word than upon any other 
part of his name, Pſal. 138. 2. He hath magnt- 
fied his word above all bis name. And we have 
more experience of God making good his word, 
than in any other thing. Thus not receiving 
Chriſt doth rob God of his declarative glory, it 
rifles his cabinet, and takes away his chiefeſt 
jewel, even that glory which he laith he will 
not give unto another, 'J 

2. You-do very unworthily {light and under- 
value Jeſus Chriſt, When a gitt is offered,if you 
deny to accept it, you not only diſhonour him 
that offers it, but you difparage the pitt it ſelf, 
you difeftcem it as not worthy your acceptances 
and 1s Jelus Chriſt to worthlets and inconfidera- 
ble a gift, as that thou wilt not take him at the 
hands of God ? (© horrible ingratitude ! Be ye 
aſtoniſhed O ye heavens, for ny people have com- 
mitted two evils, (ah theſe two are thoutands and 
millions) they have forſaken me the fountain of 
living waters, &c. Is 1t not the voice of Chritt 
in the Goſpel, Who will have me ? Who will 
receive me? andis it not tie Golpel-quarrel, Ye 
will not come to me that ye may have life, Joh. 5, 
40. *Tis the great folly to fet ſolow a rate on 
Chriſt, for he is the ſum and ſubſtance, marrow 
and worth of the whole word, and all the works 
of God, the moſt excellent glory of all perſons 
and things in the world. 

1. Survey the Word of God from end to end, 
and you {hall find that there is nothing of excel- 
lency but what is derived from, or reduced unto 


Chriſt, 


©2 C:riſt the clLoicest Gift. 
Chriſt, ke is called by one verbum abbreviatum, 
the contracted Word, into which all words are 


word they came, unto this word they tend, and 
within this word they are all contained *Tig 
obſerved by Ferome, that the {um of all know- 
ledg is Divinity, the ſum of all D:vinity is the 
Scripture; for that is {ufficient to make the man 
of God perictt, 2 Tim. 3. 16, 17 and every 
Chriftian wile unto Salvation. The ſum of the 


God for the ſalvation of them that believe, Rom, 
x1. 16, and the ſum of the Goſpel is Chriſt. Fox 
theſe things (1.e. the Golpel ) were written that 


God, and that in believing you might have eternal 
bife, Joh. 20. 31. | 

It you conſider the Old Teſtament, it is 
nothing <lfe but the vail, ſhadow and promiſe 
df Chriſt; obl:rve all the Types, the Tree of 
Life, the Ark of Noah, the Ladder of Facob, 
the Mercy-tcat, tne brazin Serpent, and all 
foch Myſtical Typcs and Typical figures we 
read of, what are thzy cif. bu Chariit ? take as 
way the {ub{ſtance,and what 1s the ſhadow? And 
not only to, but even all the men of note,/Voah, 
Iſaac, Foſeph, 7Mojes, + Aaron, Foſhua, $Samp- 
on, Dwvid, Solomon, Bangs, Prieits, Prophets, 
Titles of Dignity, Names of Honour, or what- 
ever clis was alcrived co them, to ex:prefs their 
Dignity and Soveraignty, they were only utcd 
to exprets thole tranſcendent Excellencies which 
| thele 


reduced, as the rivers into the Sea ; from this 


Scripture is the Golpel, for that & the power of 


ou might believe, that Feſus Chriſt is the Son of 


= a a. 
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theſe perſonal Types did adumbrate, and appear 
moſt properly to belong unto this Prince of 
Peace. 

2. So for the New Teftament,he is almoſt ex- 
preſſed, but always intended and implied in eve» 
ry chapter, verſe, line, and word thercof : 
Take away Chriſt out of the Goſpel, and there 
remains nothing but empty words : Take Chriſt 
out of the Hiſtory, and it is but a meer Fable ; 
and remove him from the Doctrine thereof, and 
it falls to the ground, being without a foundatj- 
on. Take Chriſt out of the Precepts, and they 
are not of torce, or a yoke too heavy for us to 
bear. Take him out of the Promitcs and they 
are not Tea and Amen, Ihe Promiles withour 
Chriſt, are Wells ſealed up, bones without 
marrow. In the Epiſtles, it Chriſt be abſent, 
there is no Grace, Mercy, or Peace. 

2, He is the prime and marrow of all things 
as well as of words, as Auſtin tells us, having 
gone through all Creatures, and enquired of 
them for God, each one of them did anſwer, 
I am not he. Sed per ipſum ſum, quem queris in 
me, but | have my being from him, whom thou 
ſeekeſt in me. So if we view the whole Creati- 
tion, and note the particular excellencies of eye- 
ry Creature, we ſhould find that all theſe are 
derived from Chriſt; he is the pearl of the 
word and of the world. Is there any thing praiſe- 
worthy and excellent (even in our eſtimation 
which we may not find Chriſt comprehend the 
lame eminently in himlclf as the vertue and 


per- 
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perfeRion of the effect is in the cauſe, If riches 
be deſirable and excellent, Chriſt is rich and 
Lord of all, in him are unſearchable riches; 
treaſures of wiſdom and knowledge If you 
talk of honours, as riches fo honours are his. 
We behold his glory as of the only begotten 
Son of God, When man was at firit created, 
he was created with honour and glory, F/al. 
8.5. but Chriſt is better than man in his pri- 
mitive purity and original ſplendour, not men 
only but Angels allo worſhip him, Heb. 1. 6: 
Philip. 2. 9g. God hath highly exalted him ; 
he faith not © 9s% ev7%y vio7s, God hath 
highted him, but hath %Tzu4Jogs, over-high- 
ted or ſ{uper-exalred him, 2nd hath given him 
oreue T6 vTiprey oroue, 2 name above all names, 
that is real honour above all names, all cx- 
prefſions, and above all thoughts, and above 
- all excellencies, not only in this world, but 
in the world to come. O how excellent 1 hu 
name in all the earth, Flal. $. 1. 

If there be any worth in pleaſures, as many 
conceive, here then is an obje& altogether 
lovely and delightful; here is beauty to de- 
light the eye, ſweeteſt mufick in his voice to ra- 
viſh the ear, and that which pleaſes all the ſenſes 
bf the inward man, | | 
| Another eſteemed excellency is Wiſdom , 
which Solomon faith! exceedeth folly, as far as 
light exceedeth darkneſs, {.cclet 2.13- Now 
herein doth the cxcellency of Chriſt chiefly ap- 
pear, for he was filled with wiſdom, Luk. 2. 40. 

In 
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In him were hid trealures of wiſdom, Col. 2. 3. 
He is the Wiſdom of God, and faith, Counſel 
f; mine, and ſound wiſdom, 1 am underſtand- 
ing. 

yA aword ; there is one excellercy more, and 
but one in this world, far tranſcending all theſe, 
that is, Grace, for that makes a man excellent, 
Pſal. 16. 2, The righteous is more excelent , 
more honourable than his neighbour, Prov. 12.26, 
and procures a name better than of ſous and 
daughters, even an everlaſting name that cannit 
be cut off, \fa. 56- 5. But the grace of any Chri- 
ſtian, is but as the drop to the Ocean, in regard 
of the grace of Chriſt, wito is full of grace and 
truth, John 1, 14, Grace is poured irjito his 
lips, Pſal. 45. 2. yea tuchuncreated grace hath 
no one. 

Chriſt is better than 'health, than wealth, 
than peace, than pleaſure, than willam or grace; 
Chriſt made ours by his Fathers gift and good- 
neſs, hath all the ſweetneſs, comtort, and hap- 
pinefs of all theſe in him, and infinitely more, 
All theſe are but ſtreams that lead us to the 
fountain , but beams that guide our eyes to 
that Father of lights, to that Son of righte- 
ouſneſs, God reconciled, God incarnate, 

3: Chriſt is the firſt and chiefeſt of all perſons 
which raifes him one degree higher in his ſupet- 
lative excellency. *Tis reported of 'cApelles, 
Hat at his drawing of his rare piures of Ye- 
us ( among the Heathens tiled the Goddeſs of 
beauty ) that he aſſembled together the moſt 


beau- 
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beautiful Women of the Iſland of {7os, com- 
prehending in that his own work, their divided 
perfec&tions : 1ſo to conclude this Encomium of 
Chriſt, I ſhall colle& the Eminencies of all 
things, and perſons, and beings, and ſhew that 
he is the chiecfeſt of all chieftains, the choiceſt 
of all choice perfons, in Heaven and Earth, 
God, Angels, and Men; of gods fo called, he 
is the chiefeſt, nay he ſtands alone, he is the 
only true and wile God, 1 Tim. 1. 17, Of An- 
gels he is the chief, the Angel of the Lords 
{ubſtantial preſence, /a. 6;. 9g. he is the Arch- 
angel, 1 The. 4. 16. the Prince an Head of 
thoſe glorious 1pirits, Col. 2. 10. the head of 
all principalities and powers: Of men, he is 
the prince and choiceſt, the chiefeſt of ten thou- 
ſand,*the ſtandard-bearer among the armies of 
Angels and men, the choice of the flock, the 
flower, the roſe, the glory of all the ch.ldren 
of men, yea, he contains al! their excellencies ; 
whereof ſome had one excellency, ſome ano- 
ther, he hath all. Abraham was excellent in 
his faith, 7Zoſes in his choice, Fob in his pati- 
ence, Dav:d in his lincerity, having a heart like 
Gods heart z but Chriſt hath all eminency of 
grace in one 3 ſome are gods, but muſt dye like 
men : Chriſt is the Prince of life that never 
dyes ; ſome are wite, but he is wiſdom it elf ; 
ſome are ſtrong, but he is moſt mighty z ſome 
are fair, but Chriſt is fairer than the Sons of 
men, 


Among 
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Amons relations he is the chief, among ſhep- 
herds, he is the chief ſhepherd of our ſouls, 
1 Pct, 5.4 the good ſhepherd, Fohw 10. 11, 
Among Sons, he 1s the firft-begotren Son, Heb. 
1, 6. the firſt-born of every creature, (ol. 1.15. 
the firſt-born among many brethren, Rom.S 29. 
{till he hath the preheminence, 

Among Prophcts, Prieſts and Kings, he is 
the moſt excellent,and far tranſcends all others 
heis in every reſpe& ablolutely perieQ; and a 
| ſuperlatively excellent Saviour, 1o that there is 
none ſuch, no Saviour beſides him 3. this is the 
perſon whom you undetyalue. and make light 
of, 


3. By reſuſing this gift of God, you do ex- * 


cecedingly gratitic Satan, the great enemy of 
your fouls. If a man had conference with the 
Prince of Darkneſs, and ſhould make this mo. 
tion to him, wherein he might moſt ferve and 
Sratifie him 4 I am confident it would be his on» 
ly wiſh to ſuch a {oul,, above any thing in the 
world, that he would keep at diſtance from 
Chriſt, neither come near Him, nor his Ordi- 
nances, have nothing to do with him. Now 
will any be fo ſtupid as to gratifie his greateſt 
adverſary to his own unſpeakable prejudice ? Is 
it not horrible indignity to Chriſt, monſtrous 
cruelty to the ſoul to refuſe Chriſt, who hath 
done and ſuftered fo much tor him, and to be 
led by. Satan captive and blindfold into miſery ? 
to ſlight Chriſts ſweet invitations; and yield ta 
Satans malicious temptations ? Satan is that 

| ſtrong 


mood. <a 
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ſtrong man that hath power over all men in na. 
ture, he keeps his goods in peace in the palace 
of our hearts, and there ſports himſelf in car- 
rying on the deſign of the fouls ruin; ſometimes 
by policy, ſometimes by force, he keeps pofſel- 
ſion, Lek. 11.21, 22. And wherein can a man 
more defignedly gratifie Satan, further his | 
wicked deſigns, and eſtabliſh his kingdom, yex | 
enlarge his dominion, than by ſiding with him 
againſt Chriſt, who beſtegeth the ſoul with Or-. | 
dinances and Providences? for Satan knows | 
well enough, that Chriſts riſe will be his fall; | 
Chriſts ſcepter will be his deſtrution z that 
when Chriſt a ſtronger than he comes, he will 
overcome him, and take from him all his armour 
wherein he truſted, pull down his ſtrong holds, 
divide the ſpoils, and deliver poor captive man 
out of priſon and ſlavery. O then do not fo 
much gratifie Satan, 

4. if you refuſe Jeſus Chriſt offered in the 
Goſpel, you are guilty of the greateſt fin and 
folly that can he. Though for moſt part, men 
think not ſo of it, and accordingly lay it not to 
heart, yet it is the greateſt fin, the fin of ſins, 
and in ſome ſort the only ſm of the world. Men 
commonly think murder, adultery, theft, drun- 
kenneſs to be very hainous fins, and fo indeed 
they be, butunbelief far worſe; for it is the mo- 
ther of theſe, and all other evils. Take all the 
fins that ever were committed againſt any of 
Gods juſt laws,and none is like to this, no gres- 

* terfin can be laid to ones charge than to w_ 
wil- 


Chriſt the choiceſt Gift. 09 
wilfully,and trample under foot the Son of God, 


Chriſt promiles to ſend his Sptrit,theComforter 11- 
to the world, and he ſhall convince the world of ſin, 


| becauſe they believe not on him,Joh. 16.9. he means 


this ſin alone (faith Auſtin) as if not believingin 
the Son of God were the only fin : Indeed it is 
the main and maſter-ſin. O beloved,little do you 
think, who daily fit under the Miniſtry, un- 
wrought on by the Word of Tod, what a grie- 
vous and fearful ſin you commit, and dreadful 
guilt you carry home with you, in negleRing 
jrom day to day lo great Salvation, in forlaking 
your own mercy, and in judging your ſelves un- 
worthy of everlaſting life , when Jeſus Chriſt 
this moſt precious gitt is offered to you, by chu- 
ſing rather tocleave to aluſt,than to Chriſt bleſ- 
{ed for ever; and rather to wallow in the mire 
and mud of carthly riches and finiſh plea- 
{ures,than to recewve this moſt pleatant and ex- 
cellent gift 5 rather to caſt away your time in 
idleneſs, pride, worldlinefs and ſenſuality, than 
in ſeeking after this tranſcendent favour; rather 
make choice of a life made up of drunkenneſs, 
whoredoms, railing at godlinelſs, 

The greatneſs of this fin appears in this,that 
it is moſt dire&ly and diametrically oppolite to 
the moſt fundamental DoArine and command of 
the Goſpel; the primary and principal command 
of Chriſt,is to believe in Jeſus Chriſt, 1 Fob. 3. 
23, When the Jaylor being {adly convinceg,cry- 
ed out to the Apoſtles, Sis, what ſhall I ds to 
be ſaved? they anſwered him, Act. 16, 31 

2 Belreve 
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Believe in the Lord Feſus Chriſt, and thou ſhalt 
be ſaved: Not to believe, is accounted by God 
notorious dilobevience, and horrid gainlaying, 
Rom. 10. ult. In the Law, God ftrialy requires 
obedience to his juſt precepts, Do thrs and live ; 
by doing theſe things thou ſhalt fave thy {ſelf 
from hell ; but no man living veing able to pur- 
chaſe Heaven at this rate, by Chriſt he takes off 
this yoke, fo that if they will but believe on his 
Son, they ſhall not be condemned by the Law : 
and thus he treats men: Since thou canſt not fully 
obey myLaw,nor fatisfie myJuſtice,Vle give thee 
my Son,who ſhall do all for thee, through whoſe 
perfe& obedience thy imperte&tions may be re- 
mitted and healed, only thou muſt believe in 
him; and if thou wilt do but this one thing 
, for thy ſoul, all thy fins ſhall be pardoned, thou 
ſhalt be received into favour, adopted for my 
Son and in thy obedience to the reſt of my 
commands, Ile accept the will for the deed; 
though thou canſt not perform ſuch perfe&t obe- 
dience as thou ſhouldeſt, yet if thou labour to 
do what thou canit, i'le help thee with ſtrength 
from H-aven, bear with unallowed infirmi- 
ties, Fc. | | 
'Tis a fin againſt light and much knowledg, 
a ſinagainſt love and ipecial mercies, it binds all. 
a mans other ſis upon him, it puts and keeps 
him under the guilt of all his fins: 1rfidelirate 
manente maneat peccaturs omne ;, he that lives in 
unbetief Cies in his ſins; it makes a mans ations 
though moral, and ſpiritual, be {inful, be a man 
never 


re 
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never ſo holy and devout, do or ſuffer never 7 

much, none of thefe,nor all, nor whatever can 

be named or imagined, God will not be pleafed 

with them ; for without faith 'tis impoſſible to 

pleaſe God 5 yea, *tis a {11 that defiles all a mans 

outward enjoyments,and temporal good things. 

; To them that are unbelieving, nothing 1 is pure, 

| wife, children, houſe: In a word, *tis the 

height and perieftion of madneſs to refuſe 

| Chriſt ; Out niſi ments inops, &c. Heaven and 

z carth may be aſtoniſhed, Angels and all Crea- 

E tures may juſtly ſtand amazed at this prodigl- 
q ous fottiſhneſs, and monſtrous madneſs, 

5- If you refuſe Chriſt, you utterly undo 

= your own ſouls for ever; if ye miſs of this gift, 

» ye muſt expe nothing but mifery here, and 

© eternal damnation hereafter : For there is no, 

} name under heaven, by which you can be ſaved. 

| Whatever your formalities be, how fair ſoever 

| ye carry in the eye of the world, [:t your pro- 

7 feſlion be never fo plauſible, *ris Chrit alone that 


| can fave you. If you will accept of the Lord Je- 


| ſus Chriſt, you are in the ſuburbs of Heaven, 
{ there is but a thin wall between you and the 
* land of Praiſes, ye are within an hours lailing 
| of the ſhore of the new Canaan ; when death 

digs a little hole in th2 wail, and takes down the 


| fails, you have no more to do, but ſet your. 


| foor down in the faireſt of created Paradiles 5 
but if you will not accept of Chriſt, let me te! 
you the truth, you are in the ſuburbs of Hell, 

there is but the cutting of a ſmall bh and 
H 3 --*. you 
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you have your portion with hypocrites and un- 
believers, 

1. By refuſing Chriſt,you dono leſs than put 
and fix your {elves in the ſtate of condemnation. 
Let not this be accounted as a harſh cenſure of 
my own head, for *tis the Scipture, Foh. 3. 18. 
He that believeth on him, ts not condemned: but he 
that believeth not, is condemned already : and the 
reaſon this ſentence 1s paſt upon {uch, is becauſe 
they believe not on the only begotten Son of 
God, and the wrath of God abides on them, 
Fob. 3. 36. We are all loſt in 4dam, and if it 
be the office of Chriſt to fave them that are loft, 
they do worthily abide in death who refuſe him 
and his Salvation. 

2, This fin of refuſing Chriſt, this very fin 
will ere long bring you aQtually into the place 
of condemnation, whence there is no return, 
What ſhall we be damned ? No, far be it from 
me to pronounce the {entence of condemnation 
upon the worſt of men but this you may be at: 
fured of, that if you live and die without Chriſt, 
your portion will be in utter and everlaſting 
darkneſs, 2 The. 2. 12. That they all might be 
damned that believed not the truth, &c. Jeſus 
Chriſt will ve revealed from heaven with his might 
Angels, 2 Thef. 1. 7, 8,9. and take your lot 
with them, Kev. 21, 8. The unbelieving ſhall 
have their portion in the lake of fire and brim- 


ſtone, the very worſt place in Hell, Luke 
12. 48. 


To 
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To ſay nothing of Temporal Judgments, an- 
{wer me this queſtion, I/a. 33. 14. Who among 


you can dwell with everlaſting burnings? 


The time will come, when you ſhall remem- 
ber - what the Miniſter faid, O how fain would 
he have had me to efcape theſe torments, how 
earneſtly did he entreat me ! With what love 
and tender compaſſhon did he beſeech me! 
how did his bowels earn over me ! yet I did 
but make a jeſt of it, and hardened my heart 
againſt all ! how glad would he have been after 
all his ſtudies, prayers, and pains, if he could 
have perſwaded me cordially to accept Chriſt, 
he would have thought himtelt well recompen- 
ced for all his labours, he would have laid his 
hands under my feet, and have fallen down on 
kis knees to beg of me obedience to his meſſape; 
and all the entreaties of Miniſters are the en- 
treatings of God. O how long d:d he wait! how 
freely did he offer | how lovingly did he invite! 
how importunately did he folicite ! how long 
Gid Chriſt ſtand knocking at my door, crying, 
open to me, ſinner: why finner, ere tay tults 
and pleaſures better than me? is earth better 
than heaven? why then Coft thou delay or dens; ? 
wit thou not be made clean, when ſhall it once 
be? Othat thou wouldeſt hearken to my voice, 
and obey my Goſpel ! O that they were wiſt ! 
As one that is loath to take a denial, would n6t 
be repulied. O, how would he have gathered 
thee, and thou would<cR not 1 ſhall the God of 
acayen and earth follow thee in vain from one 

H 4 place 
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place to another ? Turn ye,turn ye, why will ve 
die? I would not have you periſh, If you go on 
with your refufal of Chriſt, you may expett that 
the helliſh gnawing of conſcience tor this one lin, 
will hold {cales with all the united horrour of all 
the ret; you will then cry out, O fools and 
ideots that we were, witen we refuled fo excel- 
lent a giſt, {o bleſſed a Saviour ! we could then 
lee no beauty in him, nor comelincts wherefore 
we ſhould deſire him 5 but now how fair and 
elorious is he, whom we ſee upon the white 
Throne ! how delirable is his Sacred Maje- 
ſty! O how amiable is his countenance ! 
how doth he ſhine with incomparable {plendor, 
abeve the brightneſs of ten thoutand Suns ? 
What wrong have we done our own fouls, 
that we have deprived of {o beautiful and de- 
lightful an obje&, as this moſt ſweet and glori- 
ous Saviour ? If now we had time and leave to 
make our choice, we would prefer the enjoy- 
ment of him, (whom we once conterancd ) be- 
fore ten thouland worlds, But alas we cannot, 
the term of Mercy is expire, and the time 0; 
uſtice, wrat!, and vengeance, fo much ipoken of 
hy our faithful Paſtors, is nov! COmc, and tow 
ve mult be judged to the 


FR 


calcicls, enGleis, and 
3: meditels torthents of the infernal pit. And 
all our pleaſures and delights are gone 3 O thas 
we had never been born; O that we bad becn 
ſ happy as our liorles or | {Wine which Gie but 
ence, and feel no more pain for every whereas 
we muit be ever dying, and never Wo from 
Pain and miſery. Wo, wo, Wo unto us, that ever: 


ve 
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we were born to ſce this day, and to die this 
death, and to live this life, which will be a ne- 
ver dying death. We that accounted ſuch an 
one a precile fool, fer his care to receive and im- 
prove this giſt of God, {hall groan out this lad 
complaint, in the anguiſh of our ſpirits : This 
was he whom we had tometimes in deriſion, and 
a Proverb of reproach; we fools counted his life 
madnels, and his end to be without honour: now 
he is numbred among the Children'of God, and 
his lot 1s among the Saints, Therefore we have c 
erred ſrom the way of truth, and the light of. -' 
righteoutneſs hath nor hined upon us 3 and as 
for the way of the Lord we have not known it. 
What hath pride profited us? or what good 
have riches with our vanity brought us ? all 
theſe things are paſted by as a ſhadow, and as 
a Poit thar halts away, O with what infinite 
horrour and reſtleſs anguiſh, will this conceit 
rent the heart in pieces,and gnaw up the conlci» 
ence, when he contiders in hell, that he hath 
loſt heaven for a luſt, and Chriſt for a racer ſha- 
dow! whereas he: might at every Sermon, had 
even the Son of God nis own for the very taking, 
and with him for ever i:ipeakable Joy and glorys . 
yet then negiefting i» great Salvation, muſt 
now be crying out thereiore azainft himſelf, as 
the molt ragins Bedlaw that ever breativd, lye 
Gown in unquenchable Aames, /ichout remedy, 
cale or end. 

Whereas all thote that now accept of Chriſt, 
all while they live, when they die, and for 
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ever cry out with the Apoſtle, 2 Cor. 9g. 15. 
Thanks be to God for his unſpeakable gift. 

2, Second Branch of Inſtruion and Exhor- 
tation, Such as have received this gift of God 
muſt make it their care and buſineſs to retain and 
keep him. Buy the truth but ſell it not, Prov. 23. 
23. Remember how thou baft received, and hold 
faſt, Rev. 3- 3. This was the exemplary wiſdom 
' and care of the Church, {ant. ;.4. I held him, 
and would not let him go, until I had brought him 
gnto my mothers houſe, and into the chamber of her 
| That conceived me, She came by him hardly, and 
therefore ſhe will not part with him lightly ; 
it coſt her dear to find him, ſhe ſought him up 
and down with tears and pains, and returns 

with many a 202 zzventws, yet at laſt got him 
with much hazard and danger, much loſs and 
ſuffering, and therefore having found him whom 
her {ſoul loved, ſhe would by no means 
- Part with him,. nor leave him for the greateſt 
advantages in the world 5 ſhe knew well that 
nothing under heaven could countervail the loſs 
of him, nothing in this wide univerſe, though 
never {o lovely and deſirable, coult be cquiva- 
lent to {uch a jewel, all the treaſures unon earth 
cout nor bear proportion to him, nor mak? re- 
. paration ior the tos of him. 1 know the true 
Believer {ha!l never loſe Chriſt, becauſe Chriit 
will never tuficr him to be loſt; but he may co 
that which mey tend to the loling of him, 
though through grace he ſha] not be actually 
+o&; :n{ fe may do that which may deprive him 
utter” 
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utterly of the fenſe, evidence and comfort of 
this gift, though his propriety in it remain firm 
and ture. *Tis true, a Saint ſhall nevercbe left fo 
to himſelf, or his fin, as that fin ſhall bereave 
him of his jewel, his Chrilt, but may and often 
doth ſteal away the key of his cabinet, his evi- 
dence and aſſurance, Cart. 5. 5, 6. 1 opened to 
my beloved, but my beloved had withdrawn himſelf 
and was gone, Thus you tee Chriſt ſometimes 
withdraws himſelf from them that dearly love 
.- and earneſtly defire him ; for as he is ſaid (when 
plealed,to gratifie his people with his grace and 
aſſiſtance, ſtrength and deliverance) to come | 
out of heaven his dwelling place, 1/a 26. alt, and 
64.1. So he is faid to return thither, when he 
torbears to put forth and exerciſe his grace, 
and to ſhew his mercy and loving kindnels to 
them, Hof. 5. ait. Iſa. 18. 4. heis (aid to hide 
his face in regard of his ſpecial grace and love, 
and in regard of intercourle and communian | 
with his Church, not totally, but in parr;not ft- 
nally and for ever, but for a moment; a {mall 
moment, he ſhortens his hand in his wonted 
operations, and ceateth to be {o intimate and 
familiar with his fervants, and ſeems to be a 
ſtranger to them and their condition, and this 
he does for divers good realons and conlide- 
rations. + 

1. Chriſt leaves them ſometimes, becauſe! 
they will not open to him, when he knocks at 
the door of their hearts, eirher they age not 
at leaſure, or buſied about other matters and 

em- 
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employments, or are too much ſetled upon their 


lees; ſloath and {ſecurity hath ſeized upon them, 


. Cant. 5.2, 3, 4. 

2. He does it for tryal, that he may make 
an experiment of his Churches love to him, and 
faithfuinels in his ſervice; to ſee whether his 
people can abide to be without him, or will 
ſerve and follow him, frowning as well as ſmile- 
' ing. As a Father may leave his dear Child, 
and ſtand bchind the door, to fee what it will 
do: £o'God exerciſed Fob, David, Heman, 
Aſaph, and others; the Wite is tryed in the 
long abſence of her Hushand. 

3- To raiſe and quicken them more to love 
and defire him ; for though the abſence of fuel 
doth diminiſh the fire, yet commonly. the ab- 
ſence of Lovers doth increale and heighten love, 
and makes it more impatient and reſtlets, Carr. 
'£.8. This made the Spoute ſick of love, and 
—=# ſoul failed, ſhe could not bear it. J/a. 26, 9, 
With my ſoul have 1 deſired thee in the night. 

4. To cure formality in believers, and to 
remove all truſting to,reſti: iS 1n, Or re tying on 
any thing beſides himſelf, and that the ſoul may 
not be ſatisfied with any thing below kimlſelf: 
As a Father tometimes lets go his nold, that 
th? Child may fee his dependance upon him. 

The Chiidcen of Iſrael were exceedingly for- 
malizcd in their Devotion, they only looked at 
the external Sacrifices, but did not frame their 
doings to turn unto God, Hoſ. 5 6. There- 
fore he takes this courle with chens, Toey ſhall 
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go with their flocks, and with their herds to ſeek, 
the Lord, but they ſhall not find hin : He hath 
withdrawn himſelf from them, z. e. they ſhall 
80 after their accuſtomed manner of ſacrifices z 
but God hides himleli, becaute he will bring 
them off their fermality and ſecurity, So if 
we truſt in outward Ordinances, and lay too 
much ftrets upon them, the time may come 
when we ſhall ute them, and ſeek God in them, 
and not find him, becaule of formality. 

5. That he may teach them to live by faith, 
not to be too much deje&ed, but believe that he 
1s near to them, but bchind the Wall, Cant. 2, 
8, 9. He is kept off from the foul by the wall 
of ſenſe and carnal reaſon, that the ſoul may 
improve his faith -in looking over this wall, 
as Fob did, Fob 19. 25,26, 1 know that my re- 
deemer lives, &c, Ita. 50, 10, He will come and 
will not tarry, . 

6, That his prelence may be more eſteemed 
and valued when re-injoyed z there is often a 
remiſneſs and abatement in love to Chriit, but 
when he is loit and found again, we ſhall watch 
better over our fclves, and fet a higher price 
on him than before: we have need ſometimes 
to be taught the worth of mercies by the want 
of them ( poſt fregora dulcior 1gnis ) when we 
know what it 1s to want his preſence, we 
learn to elleem it. ({ Poſt tempeſtatem dulcior 
ſecuritas ) How {weet is a calm after a ſtorm! 
Chriſts favourable Aipe&, is more {weet and 
acceptable when the fun-inine thereof begins 

ro 
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to break forth again, after ſome black and 
bitter tempeſt of defertion. Now fince there 
is ſome danger of loſing Chriſt in theſe reſpe&s, 
we had need look to our ſelves, and do all 
we can to retain him with us for our .help : 
I ſhall lay down ſome motives, and then di- 
rections, as in the firſt branch. 

I. To perſwade us to this, I ſhall uſe no 
other arguments or motives, but only to tell 
you what Chriſt is to the ſoul, and fo it may 
lee what it deprives it ſelf of by loſing him, 

1. Keep him, for he is thy life; Whoſo 
findeth him, findeth life, Prov. 8. 35, and z. 18, 
She is a tree of life to them that lay hold upon 
her, and happy ts every one that retaineth her ; 
ſpeaking of wifdom, under which notion Chriſt 
is commended to us. So Prov. 4.13. Take faſt 
bold of inſtruftion, let her not go, keep ber, for 
ſhe i thy life, He faith, Iam thy life, and the 
tength of thy days, with him is the fountain of 
life; he is the only well-ſpring of life, and all 
blefiedneſs. How ſweet is life ! skin for skin, and 
all that a man hath will he give for his life, hel 
part with any thing, every thing rather than life, 
When many of Chriſts followers forſook, and 
walked no more with him ; Will ye alſo forſake 
me, laid he to his Apoſtles ? Peter anſwered for 
himſelf and the reft, Lord, whitner ſhall we go, 
thou haſt the words of eternal life, Joh. 6.68. q.d. 
Lord if we leave thee, we leave our life and all 
our comfort, we forſake our own mercy, and 
jadg our ſelves unworthy of everlaſting ey 

ad 
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had we no other reaſon, *tis motive enough to 
 Rtaywith thee and keep cloſe with thee, to con- 
fider that our lives are hid in thee, eternal life, 
and conſequently all thars dear to us, the quin- 
teſſence ot all happinels is with thee. 

2, Keep him for he is thy light ; how ſad and 
miſerable is it to walk in darkneſs? if you let 
Chriſt go, you ecliple your own light; ?tis 
night when Chriſt is gone, who is the only Sun 
of Righteouſneſs, his life is the light of men, 
Foh: 14- 5,9- he faith of himſelf, Joh. 8. 12. I 
am the light of the world, he that followeth me 
ſhall not walk, in darkneſs,but ſhall have the light 
of life,that lights men to heaven, to eternal light 
and life. 

In the dark thou art in danger of miftakin 
thy friend for thy foe,and thy foe for thy friend. 
Fob took God for his enemy 1n his dark and difs 
mal ftate, and Satan may transform himſelf into 
an Angel of light, ani wofully deceive thee. * - 

Befides, he that walks in darkneſs is in danger _ 
of two evils: 1. Of falling into lin, into ſome 
dirty diftemper, luſt, or other; if a man walks 
in darkneſs without a guide, he knows not whe- 
ther he goes, Fohe 12. 35. he is apt to ſtumble 
and fall. 2. Of declining into error, no better 
way to eſcape wandring into ways of error, and . 
by-paths of Herefte, than to keep cloſe to Chriſt, 
holding faſt the head, Col. 2. 19. O then keep 
Chrift. Fee 

3. Heis thy rock and reſuge, all thy ſafety is 
in him, the Lord 5s a ſun and a ſbicld, Plal. 34. 

and 
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and wilt thou in the open field in the mid{t of 
thy mortal enemies, ſtrip thy {elf of thy beſt 
armour, and leave thyſelf naked and expoſed, 
by letting go Chriſt, who is thy buciler and 
defence, Whoſe name is a ſtrong tower,unto which 
the righteous fice and are ſafe ? 

O do not part with thy Sheild whatever 
comes. that was it Soldiers in old time ſtuck 
'to above all, and would lole their life rather 
than it. When Satan, the Fleſh and the 
World, ſet upon thee, all-armed foes, wilt thou 
not take unto thee, and keep this armour of 
God? Pſal. 27.5, In the time of trouble he 
ſhall hide thee in his Pavilion, and in the ſe- 
cret of his Taberaacle thall he hide thee ; he 
ſhall fet thee up upon a Rock: enter into 
this. Rock, and hide thy ſelf in the clefts of 
this Rock , he will keep him in perfe& peace 
-- whoſe mind is ſtayed on him, becauſe he truſt- 
- eth in him; the Lord Fehovah is the Rock of 
| ages, 1/a. 26. z, 4 
. 4+. He is thy ſtrength, the ſap and principle 
of aQivity an fruitfulneſs ; without him. thou 
can bear no fruit, do nothing, Foh. 15. 4, 5, 
For as the branch cannot bear fruit of it ſelf, 
except it avide in the vine;, no more can ye, ex- 
cept ye abide in me, and 1 in you: Without me 

ou can do nothing taat is {piritually good 
and acceptable to God. I am like a preen fir- 
tree, from me us thy fruit found, Hol. 14. 8. 
While Chrilt is in the Soul, it is exceeding ' 
aCtive, vigorous and nimdle, kept above _ 

an 
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and ſluggiſhneſs 3 but when he withdraws him- 
{elf, how dull and unaQtive is the foul, and 
barren, unprofitable ! *tis Winter with it. He 
is thy ſtrength, how weak and poor is the ſoul 
without Chriſt ! the {malleſt corruption i too 
bard for, and will over wreſtle the Rtrongeſt 
Chriſtians without Chriſt ; he is the ſtrength of 
Iſracl, i Sam. 15, 29. We are without ſtrength; 
Rom. 5.6, but in the Lord have I righteoul- 
ncls and ſtrength, 1ſa. 45- 74. Chriſt is the 
ſtrength of his heart, and his portion for ever; 
Pſal. 73. 25 and therefore he ſhould ſay with 
the Plalmiſt, Whom bave 1 in heaven but ther, 
&c. Will you that have ſuch great work. to 
do , fo heavy burcers to bear, let go your 
ſtrength? 

5- He: is thy glory and excellency 3 the beau: 
ty of a Chriſtian is in Chriſt; he defaceth and 
debafeth himſelf, if he ler go Chriſt, Ta. 60. 
I9, The Lord ſhall be unto thee an everlaſting 
lizht ;, and thy God, thy glory. When a mans 
glory is gone, what remains ? he hath nothing . 
but what he is aſhamed of. Prov. 4. 7, 8, 9, 
Wiſdom ts the principal thing, therefore get wiſ- 
dom ; and withal thy getting, get underſtanding, 
For ſake her not, and ſhe ſhall preſerve thee; 
love her, and (he ſhall keep thee ;, exalt her, and 
ſhe ſhall promote thee;, ſhe ſhall bring thee to 
honour when thou deſk embrace her, ſhe ſhall 
give to thize head an ornament of grace: off 
crown of glory ſhe ſhall deliver to the?. $0 
that when Chriſt is gone, the Crown of our 
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head is fallen, he is our garment, not only 
for ornament but uſe, Rom. 13. xit, Put on 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, Iſa. 61. 10, he is a 
garment ot ſalvation, and robe of righteout- 
neſs. 

6. He is thy meat, thy food, therefore keep 
him, Joh. 6. 35, Fl, 1 am the bread of life, he 
that cometh unto me ſhall never hunger, and he 
that belicveth en me ſhall never thirſt, A body 
may he 'better without meat, than a ſenſible 
lanfiled foul without Chriſt. A dead body 
may be long enough without, but a living 
body cannot endure long without ſuſtenance : 
it thou be a living Soul, O never part with thy 
meat, but cat that which is good, and let thy 
{foul delight it felf in fatnzls. No ſooner does 
a man ccaſe from feeding, but he immediately 
declines and dies. It you could imagine a Be- 
liever broken off from Chriſt, and drawing no 
- nouriſhment from him for one moment, what 
a withering dying perlon would he be? O 
Sirs, the life, ſtrength, fruitfulneis, and com- 
fort, yea, your all is in Chriſt, and fecured by 
your holding him; if that fail all would 
fail, 

7. He is thy heat; as the Sun is for the 
heat, as well as for the light of the world : 
What a cold frozz?n world would it be were 
it not for the Sun? what a cold ſeaſon does 
its further diſtance from us .caule in our Ho- 
rizon ? but the nearer the Sun is to us, the 
greater-the heat, as in Summer: if Ow 
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have not Chriſt to warm thee, thou wilt be 
ſtarved to death. If two lie together ,* then 
they have heat ;, but hew can one be warm alone, 
Eccleſ. 4.—11f How can thy foul be warm, 
it Chriſt be departed from thee? O what a 
chilling coldnzls comes on the Soul, when 
Chriſt goes away ! what aguiſh fits and ſtar- 
ving coldnels ſeizes on the whole Soul, and 
every grace, when this Sun draws in its beams 
and influences! at the beſt there will be a 
Laodicean lukewarmnels. 

8. Chriſt is thy health, and one that under- 
ſtands himlſclf, will let go any thing rather 
than health ;, for that's the marrow and {weet- 
nets of all other comforts of life. Wiſdom is 
health or medicine to all fleſh, Prov. 4. 22, 
and 3.8, it ſhall be health to thy Navel, and 
marrow to thy Bones. It is the watering 
noiſftneſs, and fatneſs of the Soul; Chriſt is 
as neceſſary for health to tt.e Soul that's fick 
and wounded, as Medicine for the fick, and a 
Plaiſter for the wounded body ; the Soul can- 
not be found without him. $So long as you 
preſerve him, you'l be ſtrong and found ; 
ſrong to do, and ſtrong to ſuffer; but if ye 
loſe him, you'l be no better than Sampſon, 
when his f{trength was departed from him, 
F#udgo. 16. 19. What is cutting off the hair 
to divulſion and ſeparation from your head ? 

' 9. He is thy heritage; fo the Church acs 
counted him, Lam. z. 24, The Lord is my pore 
ton ſaith my ſoul : of only her tongue, vue 

2 Rep 
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her very heart takes him and ſpeaks him her 
heritage; and David, The Lord &s my portion, 
and my inheritance. The lines are fallen to me 
in pleaſant places, yea, I rave a goodly ber. 
tage, Plal 16.5, 6 Say with Naboth, God 
forbid that I ſhould give away the inherwazce of 

Fathers, That was only for life, this 1s 
everlaſting, a never fading, ever-flouriſhing 
inheritance: that iubjet ro many hazards, 
fire, inundation, robbery, blaſting, and man 
caſualtics, yea, to utter Ivls, as the end de+ 
clared ; but this is above all ſuch danger and 
detriment. O be not {o fooliſh and fottiſh, 
as 't&-part with this for all the world, 

to; He is thy happinels; keep him for thy 
chief-good:that that can alone give contentment 
to thy immortal Soul, is bound up in him, 
Happy ts every one that retaineth Lim, Prov. 23, 
18. O rerq;, quaterq; beati, &c. Infinitely 
and for ever bleſſcd, that receive and retain 
Jeſus Chriſt, Prov. 8. ulrt. Prov. 3. 3. Happy 
is the man that findeth wildom ; he is thy all, 
and wilt thou parc with all at once? Thou art 
like to have a (ad time of it, when Chriſt goes, 
farewell joy, and peace, and comfort, and all 
that's good. 


2, For direQion, 1ſt. In what manner, 

24. By what means, may the Soul keep 
Chrilt. 

Firſt, For the manner of holding and keep- 


ing this gitt : 
: 1. He- 
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1, He muſt be kept in our Heads; though 
that is not enough: a full and diſtin under- 
ſtanding of him 1s well; but a knowledg, a 
meer notion in the brain, of Chriſt, is but a 
ſorry keepingz you muſt provide Chriſt a bet-; 
ter place to loJg in, or he will not tarry with, 
you. Muſt Chriſt be in the head, when Sin 
and Satan is in the heart? If Chriſt have no 
room in thee but the head, he is indeed no 
where. | 

2. In our Mouths; we muſt confeſs with 
the mouth, yet that neither is ſufficient; ?tis 
too open a room, and leaking a veſſel to hold , 
this gift in; to ſpeak and talk of Chriſt, and: 
take his bleſſed name into our lips, when our 4 
hearts are far from him, and lives deny. him, is - : 
but a poor keeping of Chriſt ; if there be no-. 
thing left of © hriſt but what hangs on tke lips, 
he is indeed departed already. 

3. Keep him we muſt in our Houſes and So- 
cietiesz woe unto that place when Chriſt de- 
parts, from them , when he removes his Can- 
dleſticks out of their place, and takes away his 
holy Ordinances; but alas! to have Chriſt in 
publick ordinances, and not in our hearts, will 
not ſerve the turn. 

4. We muſt keep him in our Hearts; not 
in the hall of the ſenles, but in the cloſet of 
the heart; let him dwell and reign in our un- 
derſtanding, will, affeQions and memory; think 
on him continually, love him dearly, delight 
in him at all times. As eArtemeſia did_ever 

| I ; carry 
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carry in her mind her dear deceaſed Hushand 
Mauſeolus, mingling her very drink with his 
aſhes ; 1o let us bear Chrift about with us in 
the veliels- of our hearts, mingling our meat, 
drink, words and works with his fweeteſt re- 
membrance: So the Spoule did, Cart, 3.4, I 
would not let him go, until I bad bronoht bins 
into my mo:hers houſe, and the chamber of her 
that concerved me. Which place according to 
the conſent of beſt Expoſitors, is to be under- 


Rood, either of the Church of God, in her 


publick Congregations, which is the Mother 
of us all; or elle of the fantified Heart and 
Conſcience , which is the dwclling-place of 
Chriſt, of which he hath faid, Here w:1 / 
reſt, and I will dwell in the heart of the con 
trite, Ia. 57. 15, and there we ſhould lay him 
up by Faith: tf the head be for the world, 
yet let Chriſt have the heart. | 

5, Reep him, not only by way of' a holy 
and perpetual recordation of him in our minds 
and hearts; but allo by a conſtant and con- 
tinued care, and unwearied diligence, to pre- 
ſerve and*injoy the comfortablenefs and feeling 
of © his gracious preſence in your own Souls; 
tmitating herein the fair Spouſe, who when 
ſhe had found him, would by no means ket 
him go z but compelled him by a grateful vio- 
lence to: ſtay with her: this was one end why 
he hid himfelf for ſome time from her. Pri- 
#s non inveniendus querittr , ut poſt inventus 
feriftius teneatyr, Thus Jacob held him dy 

a 8p force 
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force, and wreſtled hard for his bleſſing, and 
would not let him go till he had blefſed him ; 
but when he had obtained that , he ſuffered 
him to depart : but we ſhould never leave him, 
no not when he hath bleſſed us, as prizing 
him more than any thing he can beſtow. MNolo 
benedittionem tuam ſed te, 10 muſt we prize 
more his perton, than his bleſſings. - 


2. The way and means to keep him : 

1. Leave all for him, retire from the world 
to injoy him; fay of all other things, when 
thou haſt found Jeſus of Nazareth, let theſe 
go their way. Make him a bed in thy Soul 
whereon he may reſt, that is, {weet- thoughts 
and meditations on him,and compl xcency in him; 
Cant.3.”7, Behold his bed, which ts Solomons, Sg- 
lomont ergo (vel Chriſto ) lefl uluws facining (faith 
Gregory ) cum a mundi ſolicitudinibus omning 
ceſſamus, dum in ſolo deciderio Chriſti hbenter 
pauſamus, eiq, ut nobiſcum pauſet, co? ab ons 
terrena cupiditate mundamns. The beauty and 
riches of every member of the Church; is re- 
ſembled to the wealth and fp'endor of S09ſo- 
»02s Bed, wherein Chriſt reſts in his'love; Be 
careful to keep your thoughts ( amongſt all 
worldly affairs) free for Chriſt, Religion 
( and fo Chriſt ) loves to lye in clean Sheets. 
Go to them that want Chriſts gracious pre- 
ſence, conſult their experiences, and they wilf 
tell you, that their worldly affairs have ſo di- 
trated their thoughts, that Chrift is not 
; I 4 there 
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there 3 and as their worldly cares and riches 
increaſed ypon them, the further diſtance hath 
Chriſt been!from them. Some, while poor and 
low in the'world, have felt much more of the 
{weetnets of communion with Chriſt, than 
"when they grew richer and full of cares. O! 
who would .not be content to take lefs of 
the world , that they might+ have more of 
» TR 

2, Never leave him, take heed of with- 
drawing from Chriſt, ſtics« cloſe re him, keep 
him company, an1 he will tay with you. As 
you do with a friend whote ſtay you defire, 
ſo deal with Chriſt ; be much in his company, 
in prayer,-reading, hearing, meditating, and 
all holy duties 3- be ambitious of more intimate 
communion with him 5 dayly increaſe ſweet 


acquaintance, and humble tamiliarity with 
Chriſt. 

I. Be. willing to be much. with Chriſt in 
Prayer, talking and conferring with him, as 
freely, frequently, and familiarly, as the Bride 


o 


with her.Bridegroom, {ant.5. 1, [ am come 
snto.wy garden, my ſiſter, my ſpouſe, ſaith Chriſt; 
q. d, It 'was thy hearty deſire, O my dear 
Spouſe, that I ſhould come into this pleatant 
Garden; for thou laidit,* Let wy beloved come 
into bs garden, (Cant. 4.16.) and now lo here 
I am, to aniwer the longing expeRation of thy 
bleſſed Soul, which doth even pant and thirſt 
after me, ' who am the health of thy counte- 
nance, and thy God, Pal. 42+«1 1. My company. | 


thou 


1 i 
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thou doſt affeR, I ſee *tis moſt ſweet and plea- 
{ant to thee, and my company thou ſhalt have, 
here | am to be with thee as thou didſt pray and 
deſire ; I come to eat thy pleaſant fruits, and 
bring with me the inexpreſſible comforts of my 
Spirit, do thou eat and GCrink ; Yea, drank a- 
bundantly, O beloved, 

2. Be willing to be with him in reading 
much and often in the book of God,where thou 
maiſt find this precious pearl as in a field ; what - 
elle (faith the Prince of eAnhalt) is the whole 
Scripture, but the {wadling-clothes of the child 
Jeſus ? the Apoſtle, Col. z. 16. right well terms 


the word of God the word of Chriſt, becauſe | 


he is the matter of the whole, and the contents 
of all the Bible; ſhadowed in the Law,and ſheyy- 
ed in the Goſpel, Vnam vocem babent duo Teſta- 
menta;, the word of the Lord contains nothing - 
but the word, which is the Lord. Anſtim.. How 
vainly do men look for 1mme<diate in{pirations, 


When ordinary means is afforded ; and others 


forbid the reading ot the Scriptures, and call 
Piftures and Images Lay mens books? | 
3. Be willing to be with him in the Commu- 
nion of Saints, Who are a garden incloſed, Cant. 
4. 12. in which Chriſt doth ſhew himſelf moſt 
graciouſly by their ſavoury ſpeeches, and holy 
converlations,emblematizing and repreſenting in 


a proportionable degree that molt admirable; -F 
raviſhing fairneſs and pleaſantnels that--is.-in . 
Chriſt himſelf! let theſe then be the excellent 4% 
ones of the earth, in whom is all your delight, . 


Pal. 
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Pſal. 16. 3. Attend his Ordinances, which are 
the conduits to convey Chrift to us; though 
others'pretend to be above them, yet keep ye 
under them if ye would keep Chrift ; to put the 
pitcher above the rock is not the way to take 
water. O let your fellowſhip be with the Father 
and with the Son. 

3. Shake off ſloth;eafe and ſecurity ; indulge 
not your ſelves, love not your carnal eaſe, be 
not drunken with the pleaſures of the fleſh, nor 
 ſurfeit with the profits ot- the world, nor in- 
.. toxicated with pomp and honours; ſet not your 
*"affetions on things below, let not down your 
- Watch, be not {ecure nor high-minded, Rowe. 
+ +34. 3+ Cant. 5. 2, 3, 4, 5, 6. you have there 
- Chriſt knocking at the door of her heart, with 
j importunity, and. tender vehemency; for admil- 

ſion, and he moves and folicites, Open my ſiſter, 
wy ſponſe, &c. every word an argument, a ta- 
lent weight of love 3 and does Chrit}, call and 
knoek, and beg at the door of our ſouls to 
enter? O what vile ingratitude is it ro ſhut 

higa out ! Doth he folicite and entreat ſo many 
Ways by his Word and Ordinances, Rod, and 
admonitions,2nd motions of his Spirit, what in- 
- excuſable obſtinate madneſs is it to drive him 
away? Is any thing fo worthy to be harboured 
' there a$ he? andis it not an incomparable ho- 
nour that he ſhould vouchſaſe to come under our 
| roof ? She aggravates her fault becauſe of his 

tmportunity. But obterve her idle excuſes and 
vain frivolous pretences for not opening to wa 
PI verſ. 


_ : 
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verl. 3. 1 have put off my coat, how ſhall 7 put 
it on ? What abtord and ſJuggtth inconvenien- 
ces does (he. plead? making that her apology 
which ſhould be her ſhame, in caſting off thoſe 
garments of holinets, and ſpiritual duties which 
thould ever adorn her ; and growing weary of 
her nuptial robes, which the ſhould ever wear : 
And the other is like unto it, 1 have waſhed m 
feet how ſhall I defile them ? This is ipoken after 
the manner of thole hot Countries where they 
uſed to waſh conſtantly before they compoſed 
themſelves to a fſerled reft, or before they fat 
down to eat. By this cuſtom th: Church would 
excule her {omnolency and negligence, as if 
there were trouble or danger in rilins up to en- - 
tertain him: Sad ſhifts! A Chriſtian ſhould en- * 


_ dure more for Chriſt than a little c6!d, or unſea- - 


{onable diligence. Qne fpark of HA will burn 
up all theſe cloaks and fair pretences. 

In the fourth ver/e Chriit proceeds further, 
fince knocking would not ſerve, outward means 
and moral arguments will not prevail, he works 
itwardly and effetually, bv the powerful wſt- } 
tations and motions of the Spirit,which is called 
the finger, Mat, 1:, 28. compar'd with Luk, 11. 
20. Then her bowels were moved in her,-or for 
him. - Here's the great effe& of ſpiritual viſits of ' 
Chriſt, and the cloſe and lively workings of his 
Spirit in the heart ; then (he aroſe and her hands ' 
dropped with myrrh ; aGtive and vigorous endea- 
vours ſhould accompany inward motives. and 
luggeſtions of grace z the feet ſhould-make,hafte, 


and 
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and the hands b: diligent and operative, for this 
is to oyl the lock, and make the foul dextrous 
and prompt to all duties of halinels. 

Verſ. 6. You have the effe& of her ſloth: 7 
opened to my beloved, but my beloved had with- 
drawn himſelf and was gone : or he was gone, he 
was gone ,, which duplication is more pallionate, 
and denotes the expedition and*certainty of his 
abſence, for which ſhe is much troubled, and 
like a fad widow, wrings her hands, and crys 
+ out be i pone,Cfc, my foul failed when he {pake, 
or melted, or went out of me, for his words 
-Which he had uſed to me; | was exanimated and 
- aſtoniſhed. O take heed of ſloth. 

” 4, Hold faſt the word of truth, keep the my- 
 Rery of faith in a pure conſcience, and thzn you 
keep Chriſt. Take heed therefore ot all Opini- 
- ons that are oppolite and deſtructive to the 
truths of Chriſt, he will nor lods where his 
truth is thruſt out by errours. what was it that 
brought ruin to the ancient Churches of Greece, 
but this ? they gave way to fond opinions, fone 
to Fewiſh fables, ſome to the Dorine 0! Ba- 
laan, and of Dzvils. and of the Nicholaitans, 
Fa<-you read in the ſecond or third Chapter of 
Revelation, and Eccleſialtical Hiltory, Preferve 
every truth of Chriſt according to its moment 
and weight; the duſt of Gold is precious; tis 
dangerous to þe carelels in the lefler truths : 

Better heaven a4 earth ſhould be blended together 
(faith Luther ) chan one duſt of Gods Truth 


ſnould periſh, Ii you hearken to Satan and Se- 
Gucers, 
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ducers, this will be a little one, and that 
ſhall be a little one, till you have little*d 
away all the principles of faith. Count not 
thoſe ſmall things (as the men of the world 
do) for which the children 'of God have ventu- 
red their all. Martyrs were not ſo prodigal of 
their lives, but they knew what they did when 
they durſt not give place for a moment. O be- 
ware of crrour, if you would keep Chriſt ; let 
men be in the eyes of the world, in righteout- 
neſs Saints, in holineſs Angels, in zeal like Ckrift + 
hinſclf: If damnable errours be the ground of... 
their Catechitms, and their opinions he hereti-% 
cal, they cannot keep Cairitt amongſt them, 
receive and retain his faitziul Miniſters and Em- 
baſſadors : He that receiveth them receiucth me, 
and he that deſpiſeth them az/piſerh me, faith 
Chriſt, Mat. 10, 40 Lik, 10, 16, Will Chrilt 


ſtay where his ſervants ar delpiſed and contem- + *; 


ned? no, the Kinzdom of Heaven ſhall be ta- 
ken from ſuch, Mat. 22. 43. he takes it as 
done to kimtcli, at. 25. 40. 

5. Be humblc and fruicful, theſe may well 
be joined together ;z for humble fouls like the 
low valleys watered with the dew of Grace,are - 
moſt fruitful 5 he knows the proud afar off, and 
reſiſts the proud, but he gives grace to the hum- 
ble, and dwells in fuch fouls. Barrennefs under 
Ordinances provokes him to leave men, as the 
barren fig-tree, Lak, 13. 6, 7, 8, 9. If it will 
not bear fruit after it hath been dreffed and 
watered, Chriſt gives oyer to plead for its ftan- 
Cing, 
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ding, and removes his preſence from it, He de- 
lights to walk ina truitiul garden, Cant. 4. wit. 
Awake © Northwind, and come thou South, blow 
upon 1:y garden, that the, ſpices thereof may flow 


- 


forth Let my be/oved come into his garden, and 


eat hu pleaſant fruits, 

Impart 5:11 +» others, that's the way to have 
him 5 would you have Chriſt to ſtay with you, 
walk about with him, take him abroad, never 
come 1nto any company but leave fomething of 
Chriſt there 5 while you eek to ſhut him up in 
your telves, you lofe him. Say with the Spouſe, 
Cant, 7. 10, 11, 12, (ome my beloved, let us go 
forth into the fields,let us lodg in the villages fc. 

Ler your minds and mouths be feaſon'd with 
ſweet a:d holy conceptions, and expreſſions of 
him, to the glory of God, and edification of 
others; tan will Chriſt walk with you, as he 
did with thote that were commuaing together 
of g004 things, Luk, 24. 15. Not bitter in cen- 
turing others, not walting your time in idle dif- 
courſes, but ule gracious ſpeeches, and {avoury 
communications. In a word, commit all to him 
ina way of well doing, and he will not leave his 
charge ; employ him, and while he hath any 
tning to do for you, he will not leave his work. 
Improve and make ule of him, and he will abide 
with you. Beware of committing (and appro- 
ving thy ſelf) in the leaſt ſin, or the leaſt com- 
pliance with it ; ſay not as Lor of Zoar, Is it 
not a little one ? Sin approved is that very Deli- 
lah that cuts off the locks, and makes ah” Be- 

lever 
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liever a prey to every Philiſtine, Sin is that 
which ſeparates between us and our God, the 
great make-bait between heaven and earth, 1ſa. 
59. 2. Sin is that which will ſoon grieve away 
the holy Spirit by which you are ſealed to the day 
of Redemption, Epheſ,4, 39 O do not fin will- 
ingly and knowingly againſt God, and do not 
abate in your conſtant and fervent performance 
of duty, for theſe things ſtrike at the union be- 
twixt Chriſt and you, at the untying of the 
knot which God hath made fo faſt; and if ir 
ſhould once coine to that,what would become of 
you ? No ſooner is the branca broken oft the _ 
root, but it immediately wit:hers and dies 3 For 
as the branch cannot bear fruit of it ſelf, ex- 
cept it abide in the Vine, no more Can ye ex- 
cept you abide in me. Me that abideth in we and 
I in him, the ſame bringeth forth much fruit 
for without me os 4s, feparatzd from me, 
ye can do nothing. You had need to ufe all 
holy means, whereby you may keep Chriſts 
{pecial preſence with your ſouls; many evils 
will flow in upon that foul that lets go Chriſt, 
Pfal. 71, 11. God hath forfaken him, profe- 
cute and take him; Satan will fift you, fin wilt 
foil you, affliftions be too heavy for you, and 
you are ſure to have worle company when he 
goes, and you will be apt to depart from him. 
Chriſt is that to thee, that thy ſoul cannot. be 
without, thy light, life, health, happinets,thine 
all. Hell is heaven with Chriſt, and heaven is 
hell without him. aller preſente Chriſto eſſe 
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in inferno, quam abſente Chriſto in clo, {aid 
Lather. | 


Third Branch of Exhortation, is to make vſe 
of this Gift of God. O improve him to the ut- 
termoſt ;, *ris not enough to have Chriſt, unleis 
you ule him, Not enough to have a Well of Sal- 
vation, but we mult draw water and drink it 
too, if we intend a benefit by it, //a. 12. 3; {> 
we muſt be always drawing, and drinking, and 
deriving good from Chriſt, as the branch makes 
the beſt of the root, and draws from it, as 
though it would exhault all its life and vertue. 
O that we could carry it fo to Chriſt, even to 
draw from him, as though we would draw him 
dry , if- fuch a thing were poffible. We have a 
ſaying in Philofophy, The nearer any thing comes 
to the firſt cauſe, the more abundantly deth it re- 
cexve from it ; as the nearer any thing ts to the 
Sun , the more it participates of its light and 
beat. Now you Believers are nigh unto Chrilt. 
(ln whom all fulneſs dwells, Col, 1. 19.) You 
are even in him, and he. in you. O what ſup- 
plys of Grace ſhould you be fetching from hir, 
upon all occaſions ! Why do you not live under 
more conſtant, more free and full derivations 
from him? why ſhould ye want, or what 

ſhould you want, who are not only at the 

- fountain, butin it ? I's not enough for Chriſti: 
ans to have faith by which to live, but they muſt 
live by the faith which they have, Gl. 2. 20, ze. 
They muſt by faith draw continual ſupplys of 
- Grace, 
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Grace, comfort and ſtrength from Chriſt; 'Twas: 
the looking to the Brazen Serpent that curd 
them them that were ſtung; *tis drinking of 
water that quenches the thirſt, and eating the 
meat that fatisfies the hungry. You then that 
have received Chriſt, and do keep him, make uſe 
and improvement of him ; for though ſome 
vifts are only for laying up and looking at, 
yet this is both the excellency of Gods gift,and- 
an encouragement to you for the performance 
of this duty ; that he is for ule, yea all for uſe 
and benefit to us. The great end for which he 
was given to us, is that we ſhould make uſe of 
him for our own good z God gave his Son to all. 
Believers, that they by applying him, wsghd 
bave life thorough him, 1 Joh. 4+ 9. Joh.:3. 16, 
As Chriſt is a publick perſon, which both adds 
much to the excellency of this gift, and gives 
great encouragement to us to make ule of him g 
It ſhews his excellency : Heaven is an excellent 
thing becaule publick, for tis obſerved, there is 
nothing in heaven, (that is the ſeat and element 
of happineſs) but it is common to all, of publick 
ule and enjoyment. The inhabitants of that glo- 
rious place, the glorified Saints and Angels, alh 
{ee the face of him that fits on the Throne ; they, 
all drink of the water of life ; all. have acceſs 
toeat of the apples of the tree of life; there is 
no forbidden fruit in heaven ; all have the bleſ- 
ſing of the immediate preſence of the Lamb,and 
there is neither need of Sun nor Moon, nor 
light of candle to any ; all equally enjoy Exer4 

6 nity 3 
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nity; there is one leaſe and term-day to the 
loweſt inhabitant of glory, as to the higheſt, 
and that is Eternity, There is common to all 
one City, the ſtreets whereof are tranſparent 
gold; that the pooreſt inhabitants of a place do 
all walk on ftreets of gold of Ophir, is a great 
commendation of a City. *Tis common to them 
all, that they ſhall never ſigh, never be ſad, ne- 
ver be ſick, never be old, n:7:rdie; all feel the 
ſ{imell of the faireſt roſe thz; -ver men or Angels 
heard of, or can imagine 5 1:2 flower,the glory, 
the joy of Heaven, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. All 
walk in'white, and can fin no more ; all have 
eternal life, fulnelſs of joy anc pleaſures for ever- 
more. So Chriſt is a publick gift ; all that truly 
believe may receive him, may keep him, may ule 
him 3 though there be many thouſands of ſouls 
that are receiving from Chriſt, yet he is full 
enough to ſupply thy wants: though millions 
of ſouls employ him in the world, yet he is at 
leiſure to do thy work too, if thou employ him. . 
All his offices and benefits are for thy uſe moſt 
properly, he is made, ordained, appointed and 
fitted unto us of God, Wiſdom, righteouſneſs, 
ſanttification and redemption, 1 Cor. 1. 30. ls 
not a Redeemer of uſe for captives, a Saviour 
for ſinners, a Prieft for offenders, a Prophet 
for the ignorant, a Ring to deliver ſuch as are 
in bondage, and to conquer and ſubdue oppreſ- 
fors? What is a Phyſician for, but for fick per- 
ſons? Look on Chriſt in all his undertakings | 
from firſt to laſt, he is for uſe ; As particularly, 
4 PY I, Where- 
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. xt. Wherefore did Chriſt empty himfelf and 
come into the world, was it not for ſinners, and 
will ſuch caſt him off and paſs him by as uſeleſs Þ 
Did he rent the heavens, and come down to thi 
earth on purpoſe to ſeek and fave loſt ſinners, 
Luk. 19.20. and 1 Tim, 1, 15+ and will ye nos 
now make uſe of him? 

2, Wherefore was he made a Sacrifice, and 
laid down his life, and ſpilt his moſt precious 
blood, was it not for us? Meſlias was to be cut 
off, but not for himſelf, not for Angels, but fog. 
us 3 and did God give his Son to die for no uſe 
and purpoſe? is not he the good ſhepherd that 
giveth his life for his ſheep, that they may have 
life, and have it more abundantly, Fob. 10. 10. 
He died that by his death he might reconcile ws 
to God, when we were enemies, Rom. 5.10. His - 
blood was. ſpilt to juſtifie us, Rom. 5. 9. He was 
delivered for our offences, Rom. 4.25. He paid 
a ranſome for us, and made fatisfation to dis 
vine juſtice in our nature and ſtead. He gave 
himſelf for his Church, (Ephel. 5. 25, 26.) that 
he might ſanttifie and cleanſe it with the waſhing 
of water, by his word, that he might preſent it to 
himſelf a glorious Church , not having ſpot or 
wrinkle, that it might be holy and without blg- 
{ miſh, He died that he might kill fin,which would 
| heour death, and crucifie the old man, and to 
| eſtabliſh a new Covenant, and open a way to 

Heaven ;, and ſhall all this be in vain? did Chriſt 
die as a fool dicth ? : 


Ka 3-Where- 
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3. Wherefore did he riſe again from the 
dead ?(was it not for our uſe and benefit?) Roms. 
4:25. He roſe again for our juſtification ;, that 
is, God did declare by raiſing him from the 
dead, that he hath accepted the death of his Son 
as of a fufficient ranfome for our fins; - and 
he being our true pledg and ſurety, therefore 
having fatisfied for us by his death, and return- 
ing again to life, gives us a clear evidence and 
firm argument, that God was fully reconcil'd, 
and life purchaſed for us 3 which affurance we 
could-not have had if Chriſt our pledg had re- 
mained under the power of death; and ſhall 
not we make ule of Chrifts Refurre&ion to con- 
firm our faith, that God is ſatisfied for us? He 
roſe again that he might quicken us to a new 
life, and ſhall we lye dead rather than im- 
Prove ? 

' 4, What was the end of Chriſts Aſcenſion ? 
was not that alſo for us, and our ule and benefit, 
that then he might lead captivity captive, and 
give pifrs to men, Ephel. 4. 8. either paſſively, 
that Chriſt might take away from Satan, death 
ahid hell; and alt their captives, and make them: 
his happy captives ; and ſhall ſuch a Redempti- 
oh be refuſed ? Or aRively, that he might cap- 
tivate the world, fleſh, devil, death and hell, 
which in feveral kinds had captivated mankind, 
and ſhall not we make uſe of him, for conquer- 
ing ſuch enemies? He aſcended that he- might 
vive his Spirit, and confer the gifts of the Holy 
Ghoſt, A, 2. 16, 17. and that he might pre- 
ON <a 9 A Parg 
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pare a place for us : And ſhall theſe great bene- 
fits be negle&ed ? | 
, Once more: Wherefore is he an Advocate, 
but to plead for us, when we dare not, cannot 
come to ſpeak for our ſelves? What a ſtrange 
piece of folly were it for a man that has a friend 
in the Court who is appointed purpoſely to 
plead his cauſe, or preſent his petition, and yet 
he make no uſe of him, when the ſucceſs of his . 
buſineſs concerns his whole eſtate or life? when 
we have ſinned and offended God, we have 
Chriſt our advocate with the Father to inter- 
poſe betwixt the blow of Juſtice and our.guilty 
fouls, and ſhall this priviledg be negleRted ? 
1 Joh. 2. 1. If we want any thing that God 
hath laid up for us, he is ready to-make interce(- 
fion for us, who cannot be denied, Heb 7. 25. 
He muſt perfume all our Sacrifices, or they are 
not accepted z offer up all our Prayers, or. they 
are not anſwered, What need had we then to_ 
make nſe of him? It is only by the blood of” 
Chriſt that we have boldnels or liberty to enter 
into the holy of holies, Heb. xo. 19. Andiby 
hins is a new and living way conſecrated for us that 
we may draw near with true bearts and full afſu- 
raxce of faith, Heb. 10, 20, 22, And none can 
- come unto the Father but by him, O then make 
uſe of this only name and way, and be often - 
walking in it to God, and his Throne of 
Grace, 
Objet. O but I am a wretched ſinner, & 
worthleſs worm and captive, what have I to do 
I K ; ith 
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with ſuch a precious Saviour, with ſo gloriow # 

| Lord? | 

cAnſw. But pray tell me, wherefore is Chriſt . 

a Saviaur? is he not for {inners? Wherefore is * 
he a Redeemer ? is it that he ſhould lye by God: 
as uſeleſs ? was he not a Redeemer for Captiyes ? 

 Hath not God fitted and dreſſed _Y (as [ 
may fo ſpeak) for ſinners uſe and advantage? 
what if all the world ſhould ſay ſo, Chriſt 
ſhould be a Saviour and fave none? a Redeemer 
and ranſome none at al]? an Advocate and plead 
for none? for all are ſinners, all are captives, all 
are at enmity with God naturally. We have the 
more need to ule him becauſe ſuch, 


*. Now for Dire&tion how we muſt make uſe of 
Chriſt ; | 

:. As for the manner. 

2. The particular caſes wherein 3 1. How or 
in what manner we may fafely and comfortably 
make ufe of Chriit. 

- _ 4+ Labour by all means to be acquainted with 
your ſpiritual condition; know the ſtate of your 
ſouls; otherwiſe how canſt thou make uſe of 
Chriſt ſuitably ? As ſuppoſe thou haſt a blind 
eye, or hard heart, how canſt thou make uſe of 
Chriſt to open the one, or break the other, as 
thou oughtzif thou knoweſt it not ? as the Apo- 
tle ſairh in. another caſe, 1 Cor. 1 1. 26. Let 4 
man examine imſelf, and ſo let him eat, &s. $0 
hege,ecxan:ine whetiier thou haſt received Chriſt, 
whether he be thine, before thou make ule of 
5 — - un 
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him ; doth Chriſt belong to thee, or not ? how 
canſt thou without trembling think of him or 
. |; approach to him, when thou knuweſt not whe- 
P ther he will condemn or acquit thee in judg- 
* ment ?-nor whether he be fet for thy riſing, or 
thy fall? whether he be the corner-ftone and 
foundatipn-of thy happineſs, or a ſtone of 
ſtumbling, to break thee, and grind thee to 
powder? Lak, 2. 34+ Mat. 21. 44: Take heed 
of uſurping that which belongs not to thee 3 
do- nat ignorantly and pretumptuouſly conceit 
thy telf to improve Chriſt , before thou haſt 
received him; try thy ſtate to the bottom 3 
hands off, prophare impenitent unbelievers, un- 
reformed finners- 
2. 


Fet a due ſenſe of thy neceſlity and want of 
Chriſt ; learn ro look upon thy ſelf as altoge- | 
ther inſufficient as of thy felf to do any thing : 
What man is moſt likely to make uſe of Chrift, ]. 
what foul is in neareft capacity to improve him, *_ 
but he that knows he hath nothing, can do no- * * 
thing without him? Will a man wake uſe of a © 
Phylician that thinks he is not fick ? Will any +: 
intreat his neighbours hand to help him to do | 
or lift that which he is per{waded he hath 
trength enough to do himſfelt ? So if thou have 
any work to do, as ſuppoſe to reliſt Saran, fob- 
due a corruption, and preſumeſt thou canſt do 

' © it thy ſelf; thou art uncapable of making uſe of 

| Chriſt; as a King to tupprels rebels, will not 

| call inforeign aid, &c. So think not your ſelves 

| to have any ſufficicncy to do any thing that is | 
1 R 4 good, 


? 
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good, 2 Cor, 3. 5. Empty your ſelves of ſelf. 
 conceitednels; lay not with Laodicea, 1 am 
rich, and increaſed with goods, but know what 
Chriſt ſaith,Fok. 15. 5. Non ait, fine me parum, 
poteſtis facere, ſed nihil, Auſt, Not but little, 
but juſt nothing ; you cannot think, or ſpeak, 
nor act in the leaſt meaſure agreeable co Gods 
perfe&t will, but by Chriſt: unbottom your 
{elves wholly , caſt away ſelf-confidence, that 
vou may be fit for the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who 
filleth the hungry with good things, and ſends the 
rich away empty, Luk. 1. 53- 

3. Apply Chriſt to thy ſelf in particular by 
faith, believing and being verily perſwaded that 
Chriſt is able and willing to do for theegwhat 
thou needeſt, and what thou defireſt in MI thy 
exigencies; truſt him with thy work and buſt 
nels;and caſt thy felf upon him as thou wouldeſt 
do an a truſty, able, and faithful friend; as we 
are to receive Chriſt by faith, fo by faith we 
make uſe of him; as we apply him for our juſti- 
- fication, ſo we improve him for continuance of 

Ht, and for our Santification and Salvation. 

1. Thus the ſervants of God have done and 
proſpered; they apply*d Chriſt in their ſeveral 
needs and exigencies, as Fob, David, Thomas 
and Paul. 

2. Thus the Scriptures Gire&t, and perſwade 
us to appropriate Chriſt to our needing ſouls, fo 
we are bid to put on Chriſt, Rom. 13.14. Taſte 
and jectha! he © gracious, Plal. 34: 8. 


3- Thus 
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3. Thus Chriſt himſelf invites us to apply 
and improve him : Come eat of my bread, and 
drink of my wine which I have minglea,Prov.g.y. 
Come partake of thoſe good things my Father 
would have me to communicate unto you. 1/as 
55. 1- Ho every one that thirſteth come ye to the 
waters, &c. Joh. 7: 37- If any man thirſt, let 
bim come unto me and drink. Mat. 11.28. Come 
unto me all ye that labour and are heavy laden,and 
I will give you veſt. By theſe and ſuch hke 
paſſages in Scripture, you ſee what warrant you 
have to apply Chriſt, and per{wade your ſelves, 
that if you make uſe of him, he will do for you 
that which ſhall be for your good. Chriſts call 
giyes you a warrant to go to him, that you may 
poſſeſs theſe priviledges in Chriſt without in- 
truſion or uſurpation ; this is that you have to 
ſhew to Conſcience, you do not preſume : Why 
doſt thou, vile wretch, go to Chriſt for fuch a 
bleſſing ? how durſt thou that art a finner look 
him in the face ? lay hold on Chriſt? make uſe 
of Chriſt? why ? I was invited and called, If 
ir ſhould bt asked of the gueſts that came in a. 
wedding garment, Friends, how durfſt ye come 
hither and approach the Preſence-chamber of 
the Kings Son? they might anſwer, We were 
bidcen to the Wedding, Afar. 22. 10, 12. The 
Scripture doth not call us by name, thou Fohn 
and Thomas, though the offer be propounded 
generally,yet when God by his meſſenger ſpeaks 
dire@tly to my caſe, and I am included, here's a 
diſh for my hungry ſoul, intended for me. X 
| 2, ror 


F/ 


128 Gkriſt the choiceſt Gift. 

2, For particular caſes, wherein this gift 
may be very uſeful, as a Jeſus to fave us from 
our fins, Mate. 1.21. © 

x. It is a tryed and effeftual antidote againſt 
fin,.that's the greateſt evil in the world.” Now 
mmprove Chriſt againſt the guvilr, the ſtain, the 
temptation , the: bondage, and the remainder 
of fin. | 
1: Againſt the guilt of fin > wouldeſt thou 
have pardon, make uſe of Chriſt, who hath 
ſhed his blood to ſatizhe infinite Juſtice, and 
purchaſe pardon and remiſſion of thy fins, if 
thou: believe in him, 1 Pet. 2. 24, 25. He 
hath born them on his body on the Croſs, 
Therefore, as the Apoſtle, 1 oh. 2. 12, rhg/c 
things I write unto you, that ye ſin not;, and if 
any man ſin, we bave an advocate with the fa- 
ther,” Jeſus Chriſt the righteous, who 1 a propi= 


 tiation for our ſins, and not for ours only, but 


the ſins of the whole world. 1f thou haſt ſinned 
againſt God, and guilt pleads againſt thee, and 
than haſt nothing to plead for thy ſelf, thou 
maiſt go to this Advocate, who will intercede 
for thee, by vertue of his merits; and fo thou 
maiſt (cape the Judgment of God denounced 
againſt thee, Ezek, 13 4, The ſoul that ſinneth 
vt. ſhall dye. O apply the blood of Chriſt, and 


. ſprinkle that upon thy Conſcience, that thy 


fins may be blotted out, when the times of re- 
freſhing ſhall come from the preſence of the 


Lord, he will heal thy bleeding wounds, and 


drown the cry of thy ſms, 


| 2. Againſt 


nr 5 IIs 


ences from dead works, to ſerve the living Lord, 
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2, Againſt the ſtain of ſin, to purge anfl 
cleanſe thee 3 Doſt thou find thy Soul ſtained 
with original and aQuual pollutions , fo. that 
thou cryeſt out, I am unclean, I am uncleang 
I was born in iniquity, and in ſin did my mother 
conceive me z and innumerable evils committed 
by me, do leave a macula, or ſtain upon me? 
O then, fly to Chriſt, who is a fountain ſet 
open to waſh from fin and from uncleannets, 
Zech. 13. 1, Who is the Lamb of God, that 


takes away the ſins of the world, John 1. 29. 
Chriſt was without ſpot, knew no fin, was 


born holy , that he might cover the impurity | 


of thy conception. Hath fin like a poiſon or 


leproly ſpread over thy whole Soul , and all : 


thy actions are impure, fo that there is no 


{oundnels in thee, but wounds, and bruiles, 
and putrifying fores? Improve Chriſt. in this 
cale, who will waſh thee in his blood, Rev. 
I. 5, bind up thy wounds, and make thee 


partaker of the Divine nature z, as a Pet. 1.4. 


Thoxgh thy fins be as ſcarlet, he will make thee 


ke. ©. af. oo el dt S"_d 


white as ſnow. If the blood of bulls and goats, 
ſprinkling the unclean, ſanttified to the purifying 


of the fleſh: how much more ſhall the blood of 
Chriſt, who through the eternal ſpirit , offered 
himſelf without ſpot to God, purge your conſci- 


Heb.g. 13,14? O then, look unto Cheiſt and 
be healed, tell him (as he did ) Lord, »f thou 
wilt, thou canſt make me clean. No Soap, nor 
Nitre can purge it; the general deluge ſwept 

: away 
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any ſinners, but could not waſh away one 
 $- Againſt the bondage of fin; every one 
is by nature a bondflave to corruption : Now 
Chriſt was ſent to Preach, as well as purchaſe 
deliverance for captives, and to open the Pri- 
fon to them that are bound, 7/a. 61. 1, 2. If 
a number of men were taken captives by the 
Turks, and made Gally-flaves ; ſuppoſe ſome 
rich Merchant ſhould lay down a vaſt ſum of 
Money to purchaſe. their liberty ; or a great 
Prince make way by the Sword for their eſcape, 
or give {ome Priſoners ih exchange for them ; 
and ſhould this dear-bought liberty be pro- 
| claimed to all in general,: That whoever will 

'apply themſelves to him, ſhould be free from 
-bondage; How delervedly -may thoſe lye and 
dye in Chains, that will not accept and make 
uſe of thoſe eafie. terms? If thou cry our, O 
wretched man that I an, who ſhall deliver me, 
&c? Chrift alone, that Son will make - you 
free, Joh. 8. 32,33, 34. *Tis not a feigned, 
* or fancied, but a real liberty, free indeed. 

\ 4- Againſt the danger of fn; Art thou'a- 
fraid of fuch a corruption? art thou annoyed 
with'ſuch a temptation, and ready to fay, ah, 
'E ſhall one day periſh by the hand of fuch a 
fn? Then-to prevent falling into fin, and an- 
tidote thee apainſt the ſolicitations of it, with 
Pazx[run to Chriſt, and beſeech the Lord once 
and again , till thou have that anſwer, Ay 
grace us ſufficient far ghee, 2 Cor, 12.8, 9. 
| CATTY WEE — —— 
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When fin comes as a Potiphars Wife, and offers 
thee deadly Poiſon in a golden Cup, let Faith 
anſwer, I would conlent, but that I am & 
Chriſtian z how can I do this great wickedneſs 
and fin againſt my Chriſt? 1 cannot- gratifie 
this. or that luſt, but I muſt be diſloyal to my 
Lord Chriſt. When ever temptations aſſault, 
and an hoſt incamp againſt thee, haſt to the 
Captain of thy Salvation, as David, at What 
time I am afraid, 1 will truſt in thee Pal. 
O. 3. 

: 5. Againſt the whole body of fin, make uſe 
of Chriit, who came to deſtroy the works of 
the Devil : Would thou have ſin mortified and 
killed, and the old man crucified, nail him ta 
the Croſs of Chriſt, that by vertue of his 
death, fin may receive its deaths wound 3 no 
corryptions can ſtand before Chrilts Croſs. 
Rom. 6.8, Knowing this, that our off man « 
crucified with him , That the bedy of Jin might 
be _—_ ed. 

Art thou eudled and moleſted with. 
relcn, and tranſported with anger? nothing 
fo eff-ual tro ſubdue and bridle that ſhort 
madneſs, as Chrilt. Niþil ita 5r.e impetum co 
biber, ſicut Tefus : "Tis the property of contra- 
ries to expel one another. Chriſt is meckneſs 
and love. 

2, Doth Pride, that deteftable ſm , ſwell 
thee? art thou proud * wealth, honour, gifts, 
friends, &c ? Nihil «a ſuperbie tumorem, iT 
dat ſicut Jeſus, he is by ble and lowly, Mar. 
1: 29. 3: Or 
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+ 3- Or that diabolical fin of envy ? Chrift 
Ean cure thee of that rotten vice : Nihil ita 
livorss culmas , ſanat ſicut Teſus: Who ever 
ſhewed more oppoſition to it than Chriſt, who 
prayed that his Servants might have the ſame 
Slory with him, Foh. 17. 22. 

+--4. Or that idolatrous heatheniſh fin of Co- 
vetouſneſs? Chrift alone can quench the inſa- 
tiable thirſt after worldly things. Foh. 4. 14 
Whoever drinks of this water ſhall never thirſ8. 
Nil ta temperat ſitim avaritie ficut Teſus. 
Thou wilt trample the 'Moon under thy feet, 
and ſcorn to love this poor dunghil-world, or 
be fond of theſe beautiful vanities, and fair- 
fac'd nothings, - | | 

' Laſtly, Doſt thou feel in thy Soul the ſcorch- 
ing heat of Concupiſcence, and knoweſt not 
how to rid thy ſelf of it? Go to Chriſt, who 
will quickly quench: that flame : Nihil ita ex- 
 timpuit bibidints flamman., - ſicut Ieſus., Chriſts. 
blood is an excellent antidote againſt luſt, and 
will quench, and not curb only , that infla- 
- mation, So we might add many more inftan- 
«ces: for our mortification; &c. 


2+ As a Phyſician to cure all -Diſcaſes 5 
Chriſt, - the gift of God, is a moſt excellent 
and foveraign Remedy for all dilcaſcs. and ſpi-, 
ritual indiſpoſicions z whatever the Soul ails, 
s0 to Chriſt, and he can and will help. 
© 1. For darkneſs and blindneſs; none better. 
S than Chriſt.. Do the eyes of thy mind _ 
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dim and dark, that thou canft not ( ſo well as 
formerly ) ſee the foulneſs of ſin, the fairneſs 
of Chriſt, the beauty of holineſs? O make 
uſe of Chriſt, who can open blind eyes, and 
clear the fight, and make you fee that plainly, 
that others can ſcarce perceive. He can illu- 


minate the mind , anoint the eye with eye». 


ſalve, R,ev. 3- 18, that thou maiſt ſee how. 
naked and wretched thou art ; diſpel all darks 
neſs, and ſhew thee the light of life, Fohn $. 
12, and 12.46. If any walk in darkneſs, and 
hath no light, ler him truſt in the name of 
the Lord, and ſtay himfclf upon his God, 7/a. 
O, 1O, 

. 2, Deadneſs ; Chriſt is an effeual remedy 
againſt deadneſs and lifeleſneſs of ſpirit : Whi- 
ther ſhould we go but unto him who hath the 
words of eternal life? Thou haſt fallen among 
Thieves, and they have bereaved- thee of all, 
yea, of life it felf, why Chrift is that good 
Samaritan, which puts Wine and Oyl into thy 
wounded Soul, Luk. 10. 30, he complains that 
ye will not come unto him, that ye may have 
lifey he is called our life, Col. 3.4, O derive 
life and trength from him. | 

3. Hardnels ; Art thou infeted with that . 
ſore diſeaſe of hardneſs of heart, ſo that thou 
canſt not mourn for ſin, nor art ſcarce ſenfible 
of the great burden of fin and mifery, nor lay 
to heart the evils of the times, but thy heart 
is a Rock, or an Adamant? O go to Chriſt, 
who can, and will take away the-heart of ory 

| an 
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and give thee a heart of fleſh, Ezek, 11. 19, 
and 36. 26, In him this gracious promiſe is, 
_ and ever ſhall be, yea, and eAmen. Soak thy 
| hegrt thorowly in this promiſe, and ſet before 
thine eyes a crucified bleeding Swiour. Hence 
that ſaying of Bernard, Cuz fons forte ſicul es 
lanynan invocat leſum, non flucit uberins. What 
hardneſs of heart could ever ſtand before Je- 
ſus Chriſt ? or what Soul ever went to Chriſt, 
and cam? away With a hard heart, and was 
not. melted as wax before the Sun ? If Chriſt 
do. but ſtrike upon the hzart,. though it were 
a Rock, he can make it guſh out with a tor- 
rent of briniſh tears, 

-  - 4 Barrenneſs; Thou complaineſt of unfruit- 
- fulneſfs, thou receiveſt much and returneſt little, 
” thou art dry and unprofitable; make uſe of 
Chriſt in this caſe 3 the water is not more ef- 
fetual to make fruitful the barren ground, 
than the dew of- Chriſts Grace, to fructifie a 
| barren heart; I the Lord can turn a barren 
” wilderneſs into a fruitful garden, Iſa. 51. 2, 
- He hath promiſed to make the Wildernels like 
Eden, and the D:fert like the Garden of the * 
Lord, H: hath ſaid, Iſa. 35+ 1, 2, 6,7, That 
the deſert ſhall bloſſom as the roſe, yea it ſhall 
bloſſom abundantly ; for iz the wilderneſs ſhall 
water break, ont, and ſtreams in the deſert, and 
the parched ground ſhall become a pool, and the 
thirſty land ſprings of water, Go to Chriſt for 
the fakilling of thoſe great and precious. pro- 


" Wiſes; ſay, (4. 4, wt. Lord fend out y 
Ow” pls 


14 
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lpirit, to breathe upon my. Soul, to blow upon 
my. Garden, that: the Spices thereof may flow 
out, cc. Chriſt faith, Except ye 'abide in mt, 
«nd I in you, ye. cannot bear fruit. Under the 
term abiding, is implyed, making uſe of Chriſt, 
drawing ſap and nouriſhment from him, Foh. 
i 5s 4s F- 

bo” " " REFIEOR when thou art diſquieted 
with melancholly, P/ſal. 27. 13, doubting and 


diſtruſtful thoughts ariſing from the weakneſs 


of Grace, power of Corruption,-and malice of 
Satan 3 have recourſe to Chriſt, who hath an 
incomparable faculty of diſpelling all theſe per- 
plexed and penſive conceits that-do torture oy 
mind : He himſelf ſuffered, and yas tempted, 
was a man of forrows, . and acquainted” with. 
grief, and therefore is able to fuccour us in alh 
our t2mptations and troubles, Feb, 2. 18, and: 
4- 15, 16. Now if a man be in-any trouble in- 
outward eſtate or body , what will- he doin 
ſuch a caſe? He will go and conſult with one 
that hath been in the like condition- Do thus, 
make uſe of Chriſt for help, who hath ſaid; Z 


will never leave thee, ner forſake thee, Heb, - 


* 13.5; which words of his, being ſpoken home 
to the heart of a diſtruſtful, perplexed perſon, 

- by his own Spirit, muſt needs be of refreſhin 

| vertue, and reviving power, as that light wi 


| ever ſpring up out of darkneſs, and ſcatter 
| thoſe miſts that darken the mind and diſturb 
| our peace : *tjs he that forgiveth all thy fins, 
and healeth all thy diſcaſes, - P/al. 103. 3. 7% 
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"  $- Improve this gift of God, as a ſweet and 
forcible attrative and help to draw your 
hearts to the performance of all thoſe duties 
that are required of you; and to affiſt in the 
exerciſe of thoſe graces that are to be found in 

ou. 
? As 1, Faith In the want or weakneſs of 
Faith,: make uſe of Chrift, who muſt needs be 
very hetpful 5 s f6r he is the-author and finiſher 
of your: faith; Heb. 12. 2, he is infinitely able 
to begin, ihereale, and perſe&t your faith, fo 
as; that it 'can have no other vertue or power, 
but ſuch as-is derived only from him. *Tis he 

whom we 2tlieve'-inGod, who raifed him 

om the dead 3/ his own Dilciples finding their 
faith infirm-affd” weak, did' repair to him for 
more ſtrengthy- and for a larger meaſure of it, 
deknowledging: him to be able, and themſelves 
impotent aid" unable 'to do it, ſaying, Luke 
V7.5; Lord increaſe our faith. 

© 2. Repentahee; Does any lye and groan un- 
der the \guilr and burderi of impenitency ?''O 
[& him addrefs ' himſelf to Chriſt in this fad 
cafe} who carne ifito the world' to call ſinnets to” 
repentance 3"notr as we in the Miniſtry, to call 
outwardly; but to call with-an' effeQual voice, 
and' to cauſe'to repent, Mar.'11. 13, Godnot 
ohly gave. him to! the world to be a Saviour, 
bot hath exalted him to be a Prince, to gue 
repentance and r&iniffion of fins; «AF. 5 
If. thy heart' be ſecure and ſenſeleſs, go b 
Chrilt _whb will freely give ( not fell) and 

oe work 
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work in thee godly ſorrow, that leads to re- 
pentance unto ſalvation, not to be repented 
of. That repentance you frame in your felves, 
will miſerably deccive you fo that Auſtin ſaid, 
that repentance doth drown more than fin; 
when you think you can ſufficiently do it your 
ſelves z whereas Chriſt alone doth give true an{ 
acceptable repentance. E 

3. Love; Chriſt is the beſt teacher of Love 
that ever the world had 3 who taught-it, :not 
only by his words, but by his blood, by his life, 
and by his death. Wouldeſt thou learn to love? 
Go to Chriſt; if thou canſt not learn it of him, 
thou canſt nevcr learn it. Love is the greateſt 
commander of love, and the moſt effeual ar- 
gument that can inſuperably conſtrain us to it ; 
and none ever loved at the rate and meaſure 
that Chriſt hath loved; to ſtand by ſuch a fire, 
is the way for a congealed heart to melt, and 
the coldeſt affeions to grow warm, A lively 
Faith ſtill holding Chriſt the glaſs of infinite 
love and goodnels, before our faces, is the 
greateſt leſſon in the art of love. ' A' believing 
view of the nature, undertaking, love, - obedi- 
ence, do&rine, example, ſufferings; interceſſi- 
on, and Kingdom of Jefus Chriſt, muſt nee&s 
inflame believers hearts with an- anfwerable de- 
oree of love: : O ſteep that Riff and hardned 
heart in the blood. of Chriſt, and it will melt, 
and it-will change -thy unkind', unthankfal 
heart; in the very nature of-' love, to-come 
overs with Thomas, and by the. paſſage: of 
1 L 2 his 
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his wounds, wind thy {elf into his heart. 

4. Obedience, both aQtive and paſſive, to 
which Chriſt is both an incomparable motive, 
and admirable pattern : He fulfilled all righ- 
teouſneſs, and became obedient to the death 
of the Croſs; Lo, I come to do thy will, O God, 
was his reſolution when he came into the 
world; and mot my will, but thine be done , 
when he went out of it, He hath faid, he 
will write his Laws in your hearts, and cauſe 
you to walk in his ſtatutes, and give you one 
heart and one way, that ye may ſerve hitn 
for ever, Ezek. 36. 27. Chriſts obedience is 
thine, walking in Chriſt ; all the a&s of it are 
exerted and performed in the ſtrength of 
Chriſt. 

5. Prayer , would you know how to pray, 
as to have your Prayer accepted and anſwered? 
let Chriſt be made uſe of, who is the alore 
Mediator, that by the vail of his fleſh, hath 
made a new and living way into the hol 
place; and fits at Gods right hand making 
requeſt for you: So that by him, you may 
have free acceſs with boldneſs to the throne 
of grace, Heb. 10. 19, 20, Have you a friend 
io the Court, that will plead your cauſe, and 
ſpeak a-good word to the King, and will you 
not make uſe of him? O Let #4 come boldly to 
the throne of grace, Heb, 4. 16, In Chriſt we 
have acceſs, Eph. 2. 18, and 3.14. Rom.$. 34. 

17oh. $.4. Job. 14. 13. If ye ask anything 
in my name, I will do it ; in time of the Bow, 

if 
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if any ſinned, he was to go to the High Prieſt, 
who was to mediate and intercede for him 
to God. So now we mult come. to Chriſt, 
who mediates, and makes interceſſion for us 
though we have tranſgreſſed, he hath ſuffered 5 
though we be unworthy, yet he is worthy 
if we and our ſuit be commended by one of 
{o great worth, and ſuch intereſt in the Father, 
can we doubt of ſucceſs ?—He will give us alſo ' 
his ſpirit, to help our infirmities, and teach 
us what. to pray for as we ovght, and lead vs 
by the hand unto God, and enable us to cry, 
Abba, Father. 

4: Improve Chriſt, as the purchaſer and con- 
veyer of all bleſſings and benefits to your Souls, 
which they ſtand in need 0i; are you empty 
and hungry, come to him for food ; are you 
naked, come to him for ctothesz are you weak, 
come to him for ſtrength 3 if wavering, -for 
ſtedfaſtnels; if weary, for reſt. 

1. Let the poor , needy and hungry Soul 
come to Chriſt, and not lay out its money for 
that which is not bread ; but hearken unto him, 
eat that which is good, and let your foul de- 
light it ſelf in fatneſs, 1/a.55- 2, 3. Healone 
will feed and fill the Soul, and fatiate it with 
his goodneſs; Fe will make a feaſt of fat things, 
A feaſt of wines on the lees , of fat things full | 
of marrow, of wines on the lees well refined, - 
Iſa. 25: 6. O labour to take in his ſweeteſt+*" 
conſolations freſh every morning; - the Soul 
cannot live without ſome comiort or other, 


L 3 if 
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if it finds no ſuch ſweetneſs in Chrift it will 
look for it el{ewhere; and if it taſt nothins 
in his ways to keep 1t up, it will go down to 
carthly delights tor relief, 

2. Let the wretched, naked Soul, make uſe 
ot Chriſt, and not tow together Fic-leaves, as 
Adam, Gen. 3. 7. Never think to patch to- 
Setncr a ceal of filthy rags to cover thy un- 
cleannets and naxeCieis, £4. 64. 6. Burt if 
thou know that thou art naked, then buy of 
Chrifit white raiment that thou maiſt be clothed, 
ang the ſhame of thy nakeare/s do not appear, 
Rev. 3. 19, Chiiſts rigiicouſnels 1s a long 
white robe to cover thy nakedinets, lee Ezck, 
16. begin. the Soul according to its nativity 
15 naxe(d and vlthy 3 bur Chriſt ſpreads his 
<Kirt over it, and puts on excellent ornaments, 
he will take away thy filthy garments, and 
cloathe thee with chan ce of raiment, Zech, ;. 


Ea tk 1nprove Chritt for ſtrength, 
A, will periec t his er 1919 in their weakneſs; 
ſo that thou caaiſt lay with the fpoſtie, When 
I am "_; toen 1 ain ſirong, 2. Cor, 12. 9. 
And by h.s itrergtn, I can Co at) things, Phil. 
4. 13. Truft not 33 your own @rengetn, bur 
rely vpon the power of Carift :n ail your per- 
formarices; art thou ro grapple wich ſome 
ſtrons corruption or tempiation,. and defireſt 
to overcome it ? naft thou lome weighty © an 
Cifficult Cuty to perform ? make tryal of 
Chrift, and thou ſhalt find thar he gives power 
"$9, 
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to the faint, and to them that have no might» 
I[a. 40. 29. oe ny 

4. Ler the wavering make uſe of him for 
ability and fixecnets; Art thou afraid of A- 
poſtacy in thele backſliding times, go to Chriſt 
to ſtabliſh thee, 1 Thef. 3. 13, That he eſtabliſh 
your hearts, unblameable in holineſs before Gad, 
even our father, at the coming of aur Lord Feſu 
Chriſt, with all his ſaims. He is a Rock, if 
thou build on him, thou (halt never be moved, 
Matt, 16. 10, God ſRabliſheth your Souls in 
Chriſt, 2 (or. 1.21. If you can get rooted 
and built up in him, and eſtabliſhed by him in 
the faich, you need not fear (though you muſt 
beware ) of being ſpoiled through Philotophy 
and vain deceit, Col. 2. 7, S. , Do you fear 
falling away from the Grace or Truth of God? 
then make ſpecial uſe of Chriſt, who is able 
to eſtabliſh you, and keep you from falling, 
and preſent you faultl-{s before the preſence of 
his glory with exceeding joy, Fude 24. 

. Let the weary Soul come to Chriſt , 
and he ſhall find reſt ; make uſe of this gift of 
God, which is far more futtable to a wander- 
ins ſin-fick foul, than the fofteſt bed to the 
wearied body ; what was propheſied by Za- 
mech concerning his Son Noah, is. compleatly 
fulfilPd in Chritt, wherzof Noah was a type, 
Gen. 5.29, He called by ſon Noah, reſt, ( for 

faith he ) rhis ſame (9.411 conf'rt us concernin 
our work and toil of our bands. Think often 
on that toul-refreihing promiſe, Matti. 11 283, 
: L 4 Carre 
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Come unto me all ye that labour and are heavy 
laden, and 1 will give you veſt, take my yoke 
#pon you, &c. Come poor reſtleſs, eaſelels, 
and dejeted fouls, let others weary themlelves 
in ſeeking riches and reputation in the world, 
to-you [ faithfully promife reft,which is the thing 
you want. Feciſts nos domine propter te, & 
$nquietum eſt cor noſtrum, donec veniat ad te. 

5. Improve this gift of God as a ſtanding 
cordial aBainſt thoſe failings and deſpondencies 
of ſpirit, and make uſe of it in the midſt of 
thoſe ſad thoughts and miſgivings of heart 
you may be under through fear of wrath, ter- 
rours of conſcience, and ſhrinking apprehen- 
fions of death and judgment. 

I. Is God angry, doth he begin to thunder, 
and write bitter things againſt thee? and his 
waves and billows go over you, ſo that your 


Moiſture is dried up, and you almoſt overwhel- 


- med with the fierceneſs of his wrath ? Now let 
- faith recolle& it ſelf and fay, Well, Chriſt 1s 
mine,in whoſe wounds is room enough to hold, 
and in whole heart is readinets'enough to receive 
all that fly unto him; trve indeed, there is a ter- 
rible: ftorm of juſtice gathering over my head, 
and ready to fall upon me, but my Chriſt is my 
ſhelter, an hiding place from the wind, and a 
covert from the tempeſt, lia. 32, 2, A flood of 
vengeance is coming,but 1 am got into the Ark; 
deſtru&tion near,but Chriſt is my Paſſover, my 
little Sancpary, able and willing to fave to the 
Bttermoſt with all kinds and degrees of Salva- 
eP © | tiong 
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tion, Heb. 7-25. He bath trodden the wine-preſs 
alone, and of the people there was none with him, 
Iſa. 63+ 3. O then enter into this rock, for fear 
of the Lord, and for the glory of his Majeſty, 
till the indignation be over-paſt. When God is 


angry with thy ſoul,take Chriſt in thine arms and 
come to him. 


2, Art thou grown ſtrange to him, and alie- 


nated thy ſelf from him by fin? none is ſo proper 
and neceſſary to be made ule of as Chriſt in this 
caſe, who is the peace-maker between God and 
man; who hath not only made peace between 
thoſe, but fo ratified and confirmed it, that no» 
thing ſhall be ever able to diſſolve it. God re- 
conciles the world to himſelf by Chriſt, 2 Cor. 
5. 19. not only them that were ſtrangers, but 
even enemies, Col. 1.21. Thoſe that are afar of, 
are made nigh by the blood of Chrift ; he hath 
broken down the partition-wall, and ſlain the 
enmity, Ephe/. 2 16, 17, 18. If thou haſt fome 
dear friend who beſtows a gift on thee, in to- 
ken of his dear love and relpe&. to thee,::ant 
there ſhould be afterwards ſome diſagreeing and 
falling out betwixt you , wouldſt thou ſhew 


this gift a pledg of league and amity ? &c, thus 
hold up Chriſt to God. 


3- Or though it be not thus, yet thou want- 
eft the {enſe and feeling of his love, and art com- 
fortleſs in the want of it ; O then make ule of 
Chriſt in this caſe, who is able to make all Con- 
ſolations abound, and fill thy foul with joy and 
peace in believing : He hath ſaid, Fob. 14, 3 


a as 4 uu ww lt 4. i TC Kt. C4. oat 


144 Chriſt the choiceſt Gift. 


will not leave you comfortleſs ', Triſtatur aliquis 
noſtrum,veniat in cor Feſus. 1s any man tad (taith 
Bernard ) let that {weeteſt name Jeſus come into 
his heart, and fo he ſhall have that peace and 
comfort that the world cannot give, neither can 
the world take it away from him. Chriſt is a 
moſt {overaign Cordial, apply and-ulſe him, and 
your joy will be full. 

4. Or art thov terrified in Conſcience, and 
groaning under the infupportable burden of a 
wounded fpirit ? art thou afirighted with accu- 
fing and condemning thoughts? ,O go to Chriſt, 
who as he can make peace in the Court of Hea- 
ven, ſo he can create peace in thy heart, -and 
ſtall the crys of Conſcience, and make a calin 
there alſo; though the waves roar, and the winds 
blow, &c. thy foul ſhail have peace in him 
which paſieth all underitanding, Col. 1,20, And 
will tay, in me ye fthall have peace, be of good 
cheer, let not your hearts be troubled ; though 
ygur hearts ake and tremble, yer he is greater 
thay. your hearts, who is nigh to juitifie you, 
Jfa'9.s 1o that you may triumph with the 
Apoitie, Who & he that condemncth? ut i Chriſt 
that ied, Rom. 5 34. þ xpet no peace in lay- 
ing aſide Chriſt 
"35. Are you afraid of death and judgment t6 
comr ? in this cafe z!lo make uie of Chriſt, It's 
reported. by Caſander har 1n ancient times, 
ficx and weak dying perions were dixeted and 
accuſtoned ts make ule of Chriſt at that time 
eſpecially, interpoſing him berwixt! them and 
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Gods Judgment; fayins theſe words, Lord we 
put thee the death of our Lord Feſus Chrilt be- 
twixt 1s and thy judgment. Burt what need we 
look into Hiſtortans, rhe Scriptures ſhew what 
languiſhing touls and droopins tpirits muſt do, 
Pſal. 2.3, 445. Though 1 walk in the valley of 
the (hadow of death, yet I will fear no evil, &c. 
Chrift hath deſtroyed him that had the power 
of death, Heb. 2.4. taxen out the venome and 
malignity of it; Dearh loſt its ſtinz in Chriſts 
ſide: And now O death where i thy ſting? © 
grav? where 1 thy victory? 1 Cor. 15.5557. Or 
carelt tnou judgment, look to Chrift and thou | 
thalc not die the tecond death, but he will raiſe . | 
thee up at the lait day, Joh 6. 49, 59. Having | 
Chriſt, tnou m2ilt ſtand in judgmenc, 3nd lift up 
thy head with joy, for *cis th: day of thy Re- 
demotion, then the redeemed of the Lord ſhall 
return with joy everlaſtiag z an. you thatl-ap- | 
pear with him in glory. 


4. Fourth Branch of Exhortation, Bezeery 
thankful for him ; yea let your whole foul go 
out in thankfulnels; be ever praiſing and magni- 
iying Get for his unſpeakable mercy in Chriſt, 
your Sicritice, vour Redeemer, your Saviour; | 
| ofren cail! upon your fluggith hearts, and tay, 3 
| Bleſsthe Lord, O my foul, and all that u within 
me vleſs his holy name, Plal. 103. 1, and 116. 12, 
What ſhall ] render to the Lord for this the 
Sreatz|t of all his benefits ? 


O 
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O be thankful, not in a common, ordinary, 
formal manner, but in the moſt lively, enlar- 
ged and raiſed manner that is poſſhivle ; where 
the mercy is high and great, the thankfulnefs 
mult bear ſome proportion to it. O let your 
apprehenſions be widened, to conceive the vaſt- 
neſs of this mercy , that your affcQions may 
be more enlarged to praiſe God for it; O 
how ſhall we get our hearts affeQed with it ! 
what thankfulneſs can be enough for ſuch a 
gift! ſhould not the whole foul be ſummon'd 
in to give its moſt united acxnowledgment of fo 
ſignal a mercy ? for God to give his only be- 
gotten Son to be a Saviour for ſinners! Here's 
the wonder of wonders! God never did the 
like before, and he*l never do the like again ; 
and bleſſed be his name, there is no need he 
thould. Ir would have bzen admirable mer- 
cy if God would have ſent tome other perſon 
upon this Errand to redeem and fave undone 
fenners. If ſend he will, why did he not ſend 
an Angel, (or body of Angzls) to try their 
$kill, and ſee what they could do? Nay, why 
did he not ſend an Angel (as once he did) 
with a flaming {word in his hand to keep off 
finners from rh2 Tree of Life? O this did 
not comport with his gracious deſigns (though 
it did too well with the creatures merit ) 
therefore he would not do it ; no his own Son 
fhall be pitcht upon , he is the perſon whom 

will ſend. Surely here was love, great 
tove, great to the degree of infiniteneſs. Mil- 
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May be much more affe&ed with it, and give 
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lions of Angels. were nothing to one Son, to 
one ſuch Soh, his firſt-born, his only be- 
gotten Son, the Son of his love, who lay in 
his boſom, had been his delight from everlaſt- 
ing. O aſtoniſhing mercy! O admirable good- 
nels and condeſcention ! how may we cry out 
here, Lord what ts man that thou art thus mind- 
ful of him, and the Son of man that thou makes 
this account of him! Plal. 8.4, and 144- 3- Or 
as Fob 75.17. What i man that thou ſhouldeſf 
magnifie him , and that thou ſhouldeſt ſet thine 
heart upon him\ Here was God lo loving, {0 
23S can never be expreſſed, never be compre- 
henced, Fol 3. 16. God ſo loved the world that 
he gave his only begotten Son, that whoſoever 
believed on him might not periſh, but bave ever- 
luſting life. 

The Heavens and the Earth were once call 
ed upen to be filled with aſtoniſhment, becauſe 
of the ingratitude of a ſinful people, 1/a. 1. 2. 
May not now Heaven and Earth, Angels and 
men, all creatures whatſoever, be called upon 
to be filled with aſtoniſhment becauſe of the 
ſtupendious love of God ! O Chriſtians! what 
influence hath this upon your dull and ſlug 
&1fh hearts? what are you made of, that you 
are no more (in the ſenle of it) drawn out in 
bleſſing, loving,admiring and adoring of God? 
Pray, if there be any holy > ang in you, 
take ſome pains with your ſelves, that you 


got over, till you haye ſuch thoughts and af- 
icRions, 
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feions (upon Gods giving his Son) raiſed in 
you as may in ſome meaſure anfwer to thoſe 
thoughts and affe&ions which you ſhall have 
about it, when you ſhall be in Heaven, The 
Angels never reaped that advantage that we 
do, yet they were at praiſing-work as ſoon 
as ever Chriſt was born, Luk. 2.13, 14. eA 
multitude of the heavenly hoſt was praiſing God, 
ſaying, Glory to God m the higheſt, on earth 
peace, and good will towards men 

Good Zachary 1o foen as his mouth was 
opened, begun his Prophecy, with Bleſſed be 
the Lord God of Iſrael, who hath viſited and 
redeemed his people, Luk. 1. 68, 6g. And old 
Stmeon ended his life with praile and bleſſing 
God, Lu; 1. 19. *Iis the duty ot all Ciri- 
ſtians in every thing to give thanks, 1 The. 
5- 18. becaule this is the will of God in Chriſt, 
much more ſhould every foul give thanks, for 
Chri't the top of all bleſſings, the flower of 
all enjoyments z think much of this tnreefold 
cord of obligation to praiſe: 1. Waen a gift 
is free : '2. When it is great. 3. When 
ſpecial, thanks is moſt due: for though a 
man'receive a benefit from another, yet if he 
have in any meature deſerved it before, or it 
be in lieu of ſomething to be done after, it 
abates the thankfulnels : But though it be free, 
yet if it be not much worth ,.. that leflens 
thanks bur if it be a thing of worth, yet 
if it be commonly to be had, or given to all, 
this will take off ſomewhat of the edg of thank- 
fulnel(s.. But now, I, Chriſt 
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1. Chriſt is an abſolutely free gift, not on- 
ly undeſerved, but undeſired and expetted : 
kindneſs by the rules of friendſhip and love, 
in the heathens judgment, doth challenge ei- 
ther recompence it we deal with our matches, 
or acknowledgment where the diſtance is great, 
and the greater this, the greater that : Now 
betwixt God and us the diſtance is infinite, 
and if it were poſhble our love and thank- 
fulneſs ſhould fill up that diſtance, and extend 
it ſelf to infinitenels, Let Angels and 'men 
adore and praiſe God for this gilt to eternity 
in Heaven, yet they muſt be aſhamed and bluſh 
at the imapination of merit, The dignity and 
worth of this gift muſt lay.an infinite. (though 
ſinleſs) debt for ever on all the Citizens of 
Glory, whether home-born, and natives of-the 
Country, as ele& Angels, or adopted ſtran- 
Sers, as glorified Saints. Chrift is the flower, 
glory, and crown of free Grace. ' 

*-2 The piit is of unſpeakable worth and 
excellency, than which none could wver. be 
greater, none better, the only Hegotten; Son, 
God bleſſed for evermore , the brightneſs of 
his Fathers Glory 3 co-equal and co-cffential 
with the Father ; there could be noiiaddition 


at all made to his Glory ; he was to: highihe | 


could not' be higher, ſo great, fo good, &c. 
He is better 'than wealth or health, than Peace 

or life. | 
3- There*s diſtinguiſhing favour in beſtow 
ing Chrik 0n thee, ard not on others ;: that 
which 
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which is common to all, will never leave ſuch 
an impreſhon of wonder and praiſez but when 
it comes to me and us, that makes deepeſt im- 
preſſion, The paſſing by of my Father and 
Mother, my Brother, my Siſter, Husband or 
Wife, . Neighbour or Friend, and taking me, is 
a moſt endearing favour. Two lye in the 
ſame womb, fit in the fame ſeat, hear the 
{ame Sermon, and one is taken and another 
left, P/al. 147. 12, 19, 29. Praiſe the Lord, O 
Jeruſalem, praiſe thy God, O Zion, Among 
many other grounds and realons, that's one 
in the 19. verte, He ſhews his w-rd anto Fa- 
cob, his ſtatutes. and his judoments to Iſrael, he 
hath not dealt ſo with any Nation. H-re he 
ſpeaks not of the meaſure (as if others had 
the fame grace revealed in nature, but in infe- 
riour degrees) for he faith, as for his judg- 
wents they bave not known them ;, and bein 
full of it, he concludes, Praiſe ye the Lord: 
Chrift eſteemeth this the lower of Grace, and 
effeth his Father for it, at. 11. 25. 1 
bank; thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, 
becanfe thou baſt hid theſe things from the wiſe 
and prudent, and hiſt revealed them unto babes. 
To conſider, that of all England, all Europe, 
all Adam's poſterity, that ever were maſters 
of a living ſoul, the Lord paſſed by-fo many 
thouſands and millions, and the lor of free 
grace fell upon me, preciſely by name, and 
not or! many befices, ' no lefs eligible than I 
was: O how ſhould it raviſh our hearts ou 
auUmt- 
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admiration and praiſe, Bleſſed are your eyes, 
for they ſee ſuch things that many Kings and 
Prophets have aefirea to ſee and have not ſeen 
them, Luk. 10. 23, O wiat thoughts will ye 
have of this merey in Heaven when you ſhall 
have-your fouls laden with a maiſy weight of 
glory, and thoulands of louls Itpitting out 
blaiphemies on the Majeſty of Heaven, out of 
the tenſe of the torment of the gnawing-worm 
that never dies 5 and you coniider the toul of 
Tudas might have been in my touls ſtead, and 
my foul in the ſame place ot torment that he 
is now in, O the unſcarchable riches of the 
free grace of God in Chriſt ! How ſhould we 
now ling that new Song that properly belongs 
to all redeemed ones, Rev. 14. 3, and to fay 
with a loud voice, bleſſing,and hoxour, and glory, 
and pewer be unto him that ſitteth on the T hrone 
for ever and ever, Reve 5. 8. ad finem : and 
Rev 7.12. O how ſhould we cxtol and ſhew 
forth his praites, had we as many tongues as 
members, or joints, or hairs; were our whole 
body turned into that one member, yet ſhould 
we not be able for this high and glorious mer- 


cy, {yfficiently to celebrate the praiſes of the 
moſt high God, 


5. Fiith and lait Eranch of Exhortation, Be 
| fruitful in Chriſt : True thankiwulnels improves 
| the gift to the Donors honour. A friend gives 
me a token, Ple receive it for his take; a jewel; 
Ple keep it for his ſake 3. a Book, Vle uſe it for: 

M his 
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his fake; a Ring, Ile wear it for his ſake ; 
that is, {o as may beſt expreſs my love, and re- 
port his goodnets, Were +vc truly thanktu! 
to our God. we would ute and improve this 
gift for his ſake, to his glory. O let 1t be 
our chief care to improve this tranſcendently 
excellent giſt, to his glory who gave it. Let 
me prets this Exhortation on vou in the words 
of the Apoſtle, Col. 2. 6. eAs ye have there- 
fore received Chriſt Feſws the Lord, ſo walk, ye 
in him. It is not enough to have or to know 
that we have received Chriſt, but we are to 
ee that we walk in him, or according to him. 
'Tis not fufficient for us to take Jelus Chriſt, 
this gift of God, offered in the Goſpel, but 
our deportment and carriage muſt be ſuch as 
becomes them that have received fo great 2 
favour. Chrit was the greateſt Legacy that 
ever was bequeathed to poor creatures, and 
he and his benefits that come with him, is 
mattex of greateſt weight and concernment 
that ever God be-truſted in the hands of duft 
and aſhes ; the moſt rich. glorious and perfet 
Sift, that ever came out of the hands of God. 
Wherefore let 14 cird up the loyns of our 
mind, and be ſobcr, and hope to the ead, for 
the grace that is to be brought unto ws at the 
revelation of Feſus Chrilt, as obedient children : 
Not faſnioning our ſelves according to the former 
s 12 Oar ignorance, but as he that hath call- 
ed us 15 holy, fo let us be holy in all manner of 
converſation, 1 Pet, 1, 1:,14z15, O what man- 
ner 
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ner of perſons ſhould we be in all holy con- 
verfation and godlinels ! 

It is moſt reatonable that we ſhould walk 
in Chriſt, as we have received him, both from 
the rules of ingenuity, fidelity anu equity, 

* 1. It is a rule of, an ingenuous man, that 
nothing be done to the prejudice of him from 
whom we receive nothing but the faireſt ex- 
preſſions of favour and kindneſs. God deals 
with his people in ſweet expreſſions and car- 
riages of condeſcending love, bounty , and 
S00d-will; all his ways are mercy and faith- 
fulneſs ; his with drawings, or whatever God 
doth to his people, it is for their good : Now 
for any man to walk contrary to God, that 
ſit] goes on to diſcover more of the riches 
of his grace to him, is to requite evil for good, 
a picce of great difingenuity: there is not only 
rebellion and difobedience, but wickednefs in 
It. 

2. *Tis a rule of fidelity: whatever. is given 
to a man to be diſpoſed of upon ſuch and fuch 
things, and for fuch ends, ſhould be carefully 
imployed and laid out upon fuci things, and 
for fuch ends, according to the will of the gt- 
ver. A man may certainly difpoſe of his own 
as he pleaſes, Now Chrilt was not given to 
us to live as we lift, or to walk in the vanity 
of our minds as. other Gentiles, Ephe/. 4. 19. . 
Thoſe that have received Chriſt, and do nor 
walk worthy of him, do not improve him for 
mortifying the old man, and putting cn the 

>< M 2 new 
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new man, and for holinels of heart and life, 
they go againlt the will of him thai hath be- 
Rowe ths gift upon them. 

"Tis a rule ani] principle of « equity: what- 
lveves we have received from anoth-r to oc- 
cupy, we thould return it with all poſſible 
advantage : being intruſted in anothers buſinets, 
an ingenious and juſt man will labour to ad- 

vantage him in whole hulinefs he is employed, 
2s Mm much it not more than his own. It we re- 
ccive this tpecial gilt and grace of God, and 
initead of walking aniwerably we Giſhonour 
him by walking contrary to the grace e 
have received, wizre is juſtice and ingenuity 
in this ons km ? Asif a fervant be employ- 
ed in his Matters buſinetfs, he is to uſe his ut- 
moſt «kill, and ſtrength, and put to his utmoſt 
endeavours to Periorm his duty exaRtly. S0 
we are {-rvants, ind whatever we do, ts our 
duty, £:k. 17. 1c. the ſtock we have received 
from another, mui? be faithfully returned to 
the owner with ac vantage, Aat. 25. 27. A 
ſervant is not to mind his own advantape, and 
profit, but his maiters;the end why you perform 
duties, ard frequent Ordinances, muſt not be 
mecerly to be free from guilt and horrovr, 
and to eſcape Judgment and B:!l, thats bu: 
as a ſervant that works int iced, and does his 
maſters bufinels for his own er.ds; but you muſt 


eat and drink, wor: and trade, pray and heat, 


and all that you do, for God and his glory. 


For 
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For directions, how we muſt walk in Chritt : 
You mult waik 1n Chic &s you have received 
him 

i. You reccived Chriſt as one that hith 
tai.en upon hun vour nature, an. fanfuned it, 
Fob. 17. 19. and in this rc{pe& you ſhould walk in 
kim, as thoſe thit are fantifi- 0, Epreſ. 4 20, 
21, 22,2 24 Ba ye have not fo learned Chriſt, 
CC. 1 Thej. A, you have received of 11s 
how you 0u71: * 70 walk arid to plea/? God, /o ye 
would abornd mure and mare; fer ints ts the will 
of God, even your ſantiification, that every one 
of yoi: ſhould kerow how to pojſeſs his weſſel in 
ſaatiification and howour, 

2. As one cut mediates and intercedes for 
you at th= Throne of Grace ; ang bl, {hould be 
lure to wal: 1 a him, come to (00d in this new 
and hving w v, that your perione ho lervices' 
=? be accepted, and prayers anſwered. 

As ene to whom you hive reſigned up. 

ove to VES as Your King and Lord " ruler ny 

- OV Ernour, that hath the ſole ordering and dit- 

ng of you and ail your affairs and ways 

and in this relpet, you ſhould yield obedi- 

f < af Tr 15j2RKion £9 his commands, and give 
up your felves whoily to Rim. 

+. As one that is your Saviour, who is your 
frrength and tatety 2 egainſt ail enemies and 
EviiS, Whole detign and undertaking | is to de- 
liver you from the evil of fin, Satan and the 
worids in all Ms ars, dingers, temprati- 

9s, then you mutt fy unto him : > and relye 
dt "H upon 


7 
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upon him 5, when he hath reſtored liherty to 
you captives ana flaves, you muſt walk mn this 
liberty, and mak» ute of it (not to fin) bur 
to l{erve him treely, without fear and without 
diſtrations 

5. As a guide an{ leader to ſhcw vou the 
way of lite and happinels; and ?tis nothing but 
reaton you thould iollow him, and walk as he 
walked. Ina word, he is your lite and your all, 
and fo you thould live (not 19 your {c clves) bur 
to him and his praiſe, and glorifie him in foul 
and body which are his z that fince he died for 
all. *ris very realon+ble that they which be- 
kieve ſhould not live henceforth to themſelves, but 
. "to him that died for them, Rom. 6 22, - 3. Being 
>. made free (r1m fi :n,and become je ſervants unto God, 
= = your fru:t unto holineſs, and the end ever- 

inp life. For the wages of ſin is death, but the 
gift o God 1s eternal life, through Feſus Chriſt our 
Lor 
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@ X97 48, per enaliagen, as Mark 15. 
: 21, 6 "266 18.9 Ofec ws, 904 p07ihs 

| tur, Mat. 25, 46. Ot ws 088.47, th-ie are put 
T$7,y1%9s, (as Grammarians lpeax) the Nomn- 
native for the VocAtiue caie, Fel eff mutata 
forma orationis ut hoc dicatur wos compeilanao 
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me utimur his "aaa magiſler & dominns, 
Unlet- we read it with Epiphanins, Euk Aiyers 
xverdy x) 4. S&Fxankv. fo Eraſmus tranilates it, 
Maziſtr un & dominim;, for laith he, 1t is not 
uiual nor proper to call any thus, unleſs he be 
preſent, and thcy iprak to hin but now 
Chriſts Ditc: ;ples Cid -- ll him fo when he was 
Fþ as 708. 21. 7, Thi: (fath Beza}is con» 
ed ; bot kere he word evfTe, ( which may 
be rendred Feb vel Vcantes me appeliatts ) 
being here vicdy it may be underſtood of the 
common ſpeech wherey. rh they Ipote to Chriſt 
when pretent. The Syriack worG, Rabvan and 
een (as in Alaranatha, the Lord cometh, 
L Cer. I 0. 22.) iGundetn lomething niore Ga. 
gy and Divine, than orcinarily dtfagrakcs, 
and xvewge cidzgxea:s (ignifieth a teacher of 
Letters, Manners, or @.V Art, 1n relation 
whereugto they were caiicd Ditcip ples , or 
Learners: Kvews Gieetur, 4s police authoritate 
CH! 1145 el Pr vibend; eras. it properly font- 
fieth one ther nath authority, rele or Commi- 
on; h:ing 2 word of relation alio, It is in 
the » riting of the Apoiilss 11.ply and ablo- 
lute) alcrib:d to Caritt (taiith Zarcky) a thou- 
tand times. it is uſed crrtirer, as when we 
ca!l an Honourable perion, or ons that heth 
wrvants, Lord. And Thcologicaly, when this 
appelizticn is given to the one true Goo 5 ar- 
iwering the Hebrew name of God, Ferovab, 
which {ets forth the abloruee rower and fove- 
raignty of God over all the Creatures. = 
et 
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Theſe are the words of our blefied Saviour 
Jelirs Chriſt ro his Dilciples, wherein he begins 
ro give them the f2nle anc. expolition ot that " his 

range and wonderful condetcention of waſh- 
in3 his Dilcivlzs teet, whereof you have the 
Hiſtory in the precedent veries. He doth now 
at large declare to what end, and readers the 
realon way he wathed his Diicipies ieet5 this 
Conv, partly to (ſhew his admirable love to 
them, (werſ.1.) and to give them an <xample of 
humility and love on? to another; aid partly 
:0 intimate that he only cleagteti vs irom our 
ins, 1 j 0h. le 7 Lhere was in tht3 its ation a 
teachings myſtery, which they knerv not, rill 
they were borther nfkructed; they ver perceie 
ved not that it was not fo much moterial tor 
ih-m to have clean leet, as to be cleanicd by the 
Mood of Chriſt, and have true humility and 
love one ro another. H-re ic taketn w an ar- 


__ ou9ht tO C0 in umnitation ot him, except 
they will contradict thenuelves, ard in gftons 
C11lcnt from their own WorGcs of COm:uwoen vie « 
I: 1 your Lord and Maſter have Papa 09 10 Tow 
as to wath your teet, Ye OVgIT ailo £0 ial oNe 
1norners teet, ve ouIht fo be Feady anc willing 
to ferre one anorher in love, 2 F446 bs put tor 


T; 


» 


TOAD ULNGY x, Tp $45, MVC MOre UUS at Yegee: 
Ing you are not (as ye tpn, Lords ove 

one another ) but fellow-ferva: 5, equally Ws 
in mutual duty, Yer, verily, 2 [ay unto you, 
the ſervant is not greater than bi lords an ar- 
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gSument 4 majre from the greater to the leſs. 
It Chriit who excellicth all,;do to admirably ahaſe 
himſelf, how may ir cven ſhame thee? verſ; 1 5, 
1 bave given you an example, that you ſhould da 
as I have done, we muit tollow rationem exom- 
pli, magis quam imndividuum attum; the moral 
reatOn of the example, rath<r chan do the indi- 
vidual a&; that is, we mult atter Chriſts exam= 
plc, be ready to periorm the meaneſt and loweſt 
offices of love one to another, 


DodG. Chriſt is a Chriſtians Lord and Ma- 
ſter,and every Chriſtian 15 (hriſts ſervants Chriſt 
and a Chriſtian ſtand in relation one to another 
as Lord and (ervant, | here is a relation be- 
tween Chriſt and Bclievers, as betwixt Maſter 
and fervants- Though Chriſt ſaith to the Apo- 
ſtles, Fob. 15. 5- Henceforth I call you not ſer- 
vants but friends, The meaning is not that he 
calleth them not tervants at all, but not meer 
ſervants, they b-ing more than tervants , Þa- 
ving tuch acquaintance with his counlels as his 
friends ; for he pretently, werſ. 20. bids then: 
remember that the jervant is not greater than 
bis Lord, Mat. 23. 8. One is your Maſter even 
Chriſt, and all ye are brethren and vwerf. 10. 
the Apoitles cailed themlelves the ſervants of 
Fejus Chriſt, Rom. 1, 1, 1Cor. 4. 1. Pl. 1.1. 
H- is called our Maſter and we his tervants ; be- 
cauſe. he is our R=aor, expleno domino, with 
ablolute propriety, and doth not give us Laws 


to obey while vie da our own work, but giveth 
| us 
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us his work to do, and Laws for the right do- 
ing of it 5 andit1sa ſervice uncer his cye, and 
in dependance on him for our daily provilions, 
as ſervants on thcir Lord. * He hath work for 
us to do in the world, and the periormance of 
it he will require, He biddeth his Sons go work, 
to day in my Vineyard, Mat, 21. 25. and expe&- 
eth that they do his will, ver. 31. His ſervants 
are as Hushandmen, to whom he entruſteth his 
Vineyard, that he may receive the fruit, vers 
33,34, 41.43. Faithful ſervants ſhall be made 
rulers over his Houſhold, Mat 24.45.46. Chriſt 
delivercth his Talents to his ſervants to improve, 
and will require an account of the improvement 
at his coming, at 25.14. 

I, Chriſt is a Chriſtians Lord and Maſter, 

2, Chriſtians are his ſervants. 

For the firſt, concerning Chrilts Lordſhip, 
enquire what it 1s. 

2, Howitis, 3. Whereit ts. 

i, What it is: obſerve that Chrit as God- 
man, hath a threefold Lordthip , as he is God 
he hath the ſame glory and dominion with the 
Father : and as God-man, Mcdiator, there is a 
dominion that reſults from his Office, and this 
is thus diſtinguiſhed : Fo 

i, Cariſt hath a more general dominion, or 
Lordſhip over ai} men, yea over all creatures: 
He t5 over ail, God bleſſed for ever. Rom. 9-5. 
Jeſus Chriſt he is Lord of all, As 10. 36. He 
is King of Nations Soveraign Lord to rule and 
judg them, Foh.3.35. the Father loves the yes 

an 
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and hath gzven all things into his hand, Mat 29. 18. 

1 power 45 givento mein Heaven and tin Earth, 
God hath put all things under his feet, t pn. 1,22, 
ThisLorathip 1 1s Or tees to b2 tho! ky 19N lh; OK.N 
of, 1 Cor. 15.25.20. for he muſt reg, till he bath 
pat a? enemies unacr hs feet ;, and when all things 
ſoall be ſubarea unto him, then ſhall r%e ſon alſo 
himſelf be ſubject to him that put all things under 
him, that God may be all in ail This Occonomical 
Kingdom cr Lordthip 1s cxerciled over all, whe- 
ther 00d or bad, whether w ilting or unwilling 
to forve him, whether knowing or unknowing- 
ly ; and it is manifeſted by the Atts, 

x. Of 1<ltraining all crzatures from crofing 
or hindering his will and wor\:s s, Which he is 
determined (hall be; wien he aſcended up on high 
he led captivity Capi: ve, Eph. 4,0. Satan, in, 
death, ci, and whatever oppoted him, in his 
ſtate of humiliation (captivity put for captives ) 

4 multitude of capiives; (ax ueraoTwuaey as x (aith 
Awley) Chriſt hath the KOVS O©f Hell and IN 42584 
Rev. 1.18 3z.e. power to deliver to, or Kee; 
from Hell and tte Grave, and he 15 the py 
maſter, Joh 15 3}. bc of goor a cher I have oucr- 
come the world, "tis but a conquer'd tiemy, ct 
the waves rear, the Lord ſo” Plal. 93+ 1, Q 
72.9. his cremies {hal! | ick the lt, he rules 
in the miUlt of his enemies, 

2, Eis LorGſhip is manifeſted in guiding 5 and 
ſwaying them to his will and end, Pſal. 63. 30, 
Rebuke tine company of ſpearmen , the multitude 
of bas, with the calves of the people, till every 

04;E 
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one ſubmit himſelf with picces of ſilver, GCap- 


tains , and Companies ot greateſt might, rage, 
and cruelty are bridled and tamed, made to 
ſtoop and pay tzibute to hims Kings 5 Tiles 
ſhall bring preſcuts, Kin: ; of Sheba and Seba 
(hall offer gifts ;, yea ail Inws ſha fall down be- 
fore hum, all nations ſnail ſerve lim, for be ſhall 
deliver the needy when be erygety - the poor and 
him that hath ns helper, Vii. 72. 10, 1h, 12 
He hath dominyon over thy grearrt Kings, is 
Lord of I,ords, to make them iulhil his plea» 
ſure, and ſerve his end, cirher in favour or 
corrc&tion to his Saints, cr in puniſhinent to 
others, : | 
3. I jndging: and paſiing ſentence on all at 
the lait; He 1s Lord both of jivins and dead, 


"I 


and all ſhall fand bciore the jucgment-(rat of 


ki% 


Chriſt: as it is written, efs 7 _ /aith the 
Lord, every kyice ſhall bow to ne, and every 
tonoue ſhall confeſs to Gud, Rom 14. 0, IO, 11, 

2, He hath a {pecis) Lor0inin over his vie 
ſible Church ; as he is har of ali taings, and 
head of ail creatures, and at the laſt day Judg 
of all men; fo he is Ikirg and Lord of bis 
Church, which owns this one Lord, Eps. 4. 5. 
Both theirs and ours, Lord of al Conte. 
1 Cor 1. 2, He is the head of the body the 
Church, in all things, or amor ng 2, naving 
the prehceminence :; the government is upon his 
ſhoulders, Iſa. Q. G. He 3s chic f] Y & Lord bee 
caule of his heritage the Ciurch, wierein he 
rules, 


I, As 
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i. As a King or Magiſtrate in a Common- 
wealth; and ſo he is ſaid to have the throne of 
his father David, and ſhall reign over the houle. 
of Facob for ever, and of hs Kingdom there 
ſhall be no end, Luke 1.32,33. and Nathaniel 
gives him this {alutation, Fohn 1.49. Rabbi, thou 
art the fon of God, thou art the King of [{rael, 
ov & $Þ20104v5 95% Iog79h, the word here uled is 
xvpi& one who hath rule or dominion. This 
is uſed ſometimes c:viliter, in fome refſpe&t and 
general f1gnification, is attributed to the crea- 
ture, and fo we call him to whom reverence 
and honour is due, (*tis a word of relation) or 
who hath ſervants, Lord, but moſt properly 
it is uſed T heolopice when this appellation is given 
to the only true God, an{wering the name of 
God Fehovai, (which the Seventy ufually tran- 
ſlate this word) and fetteth forth the abſolute 
power and foveraignty of God over all the 
creatures,and therefore he is called &5 xvge> the 
one or onely Lord, 1 Coy. $ 6. Eph. 4.5- The 
Hebrew word c{donat {pringing from a word 
that ſignifies a baſe or pillar which ſuſtains 
any thing, and] the Gree: word Poms gquaſe 
' Barig Te dev, borrowed from building, where- 
unto a Commonwealth is compared, whereof 
the King is faid to be the foundation : SoKzng, 
contracted from the Saxoz word , Coning or 
Dyning, ſignifying power and s«ill ; ; and ſo Lord 
from Laford( a Saxon word)a fuſtainer; dominus 
in its ſtri&t and ſimple ſenſe, is one that hath a 
jus diſponedi poſſidendi & utendi, a right of ha- 


ving 


Chriſt the beſt Maſter. 165 
having (or poſſeſſing) diſpoling,and uſing, 5. e. 


that 15, full and tole owner or proprietor 2 
ſometimes *tis taken more largcly, 2s compre= 
hending both propriety and rule ; and fome» 
time more improperly, for government or com- 
mand it felt ; but amongſt Lawyers tis taken 
properly and ſtritly for an owner, Yet here 
(not excluding the other ) ?cis taken for one, 
qui pollit authoritate cui jus e5+ preſcribendi, one 
that hath autherity and governs by Law, which 
is an authoritative conſtitution, de decbiro officis, 
premis & pene,the hgnification of the will of 
a gbvernour making the ſubjefs duty, and de- 
termining of rewarQs to the obedient, and pu- 
niſhments to the difobedient, 


2. As a Maſter or teacher AiJdoxzaaC, pre. 
ceptor or magiſter, one that teacheth letters or 
manners; and the latter word (maziſter) is more 
general, and deciares fone preheminence or 
dignity, as that Mat.1g.16. good maſter; &c. 
Chriſt is the infallible guide and teacher of-his 
Church. He knows his Fathers will, and there 
is neither ignorance, nor negligence, nor am- 
hition or deceit in him, to cauſe him to con- 
ceal the mind of God; he teacheth all things 
needfu] to be known in order to our attaining 
eternal life ; this is his office and work, there- 
fore the title of diſciples is moſt commonly 
given*to believers; much of Religion doth 
conſiſt in Learning of kim as his diſciples, 


3. As 


165 CLriſt the beſt Maſter. 


3- As a maſter of a family, /at.10.24, 25. 
the diſciple 1s not above bus maſter, nor the ſervant 
above his Lord ;, it 1s enough that the diſciple be 
as his maſeer, ana the ſervant as bus Lord, If they 
have called the mater of the houſe Beelzebub, how 
wch more ſhall they call them of his hou old, 
& Tov cieod\ig moTuhr B£4 O47 EKdLASTUS, Mar. I Jo 
34. For tae for of ran us 4s a man taking a far 
Fourncy, who left his houſe, and gave authority 
to his ſervants, and to curry man his work : watch; 
ye therefore (fer ye kiow v0t when the maſter of 
the houſe cometh, at even, or at mianight, or at 
the Cock crowiiig, Or in the morning) Mat.20. 1, 
the Kingdom of Heaven i like urito a man that 
is an houſholder, wh:ch went ont carly in the morn- 
ing to hire labourers into bis vineyard, &c. Hence 
he is often called 4497-76 a word betokening 
a Private right to rule, tuch as is excrciſed in 
the guiding and governing of a Family, and 
moſt properly fignities, a maſter, ruler,. or 
SOVernour over icrvants who are bound to 
him. This Lordſhip is declared by thete 
Acts: 

1. By calling and gatherings them by his 
word, 1/a. 55-45- Behold I have given him for 
a witneſs, aleader and commanatr to the people : 
Behold thru ſnalt call a Nation, whom thou knowe ſt 
not, and Nations that knew not thee ſhall run unto 
thee, vccanſe of the Lord thy God, and for the 
holy ene of liracl, for he hath gloriſiuet thee. 
Thcſe are the words of God the Father, con- 
cerning the efſſias ( oi whom the Fewiſh 

| Doors 
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DoRors themſelves expound this place) whom 
he appoints and ordains to be a teacher and rcſti- 
fier of his will, a leader, or a ruler, or a Prince 
and Commander not to 1/rael alone, bur alſo to 
the Gentiles , to call a Nation by an external 
calling, and theMiniſtry of the Goſpel, beſtowed 
lometimes upon Cities, Kingdoms, Common- 
wealths,&c. Mat.20.1. thus he hires labourers 
into his vineyard, a calling according to means, 
common to the ele& and reprobate, ver. 16, 
Many are called, but few choſen. 

2, Giving Laws to them to direct and oblige 
them to obedience, /a.33. 22. The Lord i our 
Tmage, the Lord is our law-gwer, (or ſtatute- 
maker) the Lord ts our King, he will ſave us: 
as a {overaign to protec his tubjets that con» 
tinue loyal to him, and live according to his 
laws. The Apoſtles were publiſhers of his laws. 
1 Theſ, 4.2. For ye know what commandments 
we gave you, by the Lord Feſws Chriit ;, 1 
command, yet not I,but the Lord. 1Cor.7. 10, &9g, 
14. Even ſo hath ( briſt ordained, that they that 
Preach the Goſpel , ſhould live of the Goſpel , 
Gal. 6. 2. So farlfil the Law of Chriſt, that is, 
of loving one another: none but Chriſt can give 
Laws,and there are none of Chriſts ſervants, but 
receive Laws from him. 

\ 3- Appointing order, power, offices, and 

; officers, among them, whom he hath called to 
the profeſſion of the Go:pel, He gives autho- 
rity to tome for editication, not to deRtrvRion, 
2 Cor. 20.8. & 13,10. Accord ng to the power 
N which 
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which the Lord hath given to edification, and not 
to deſtruction, Mark i3 34. as a man taxing a 
far Journey, gave authority to his fervants, 
Ti iZsoizy the charge of his domeſtical affairs; 
he appoints officers, fets every one in his 
placcy, and furniſhes him with gifts ſuitable to 
his place, .and cuts out every one his tasK or 
work Eph. 4.8. When he aſcended, or aſſumed 
this Lordſhip, he gave gifts to men: He gave 
ſome Apoſtles, ſome Prophets, ſome Evangeliſts, 
ſome Paſtors and Teachers, 1 Cor, 12. 28, 
God hath ſet ſome in the Church, firſt Apojtles, 
ſecondarily Prophets, thirdly teachers, &.. He 
appoints Miniſters to be ſtewards, to diſtribute 
to every one in his family their due propor- 
tion, by way of feeding and governing,and they 
are all accountable to this Lurd. 


4. Preſcribing adminiſtrations for their food, 
_ phyſick, and all neceſſiries, i Cor. 12.5. There 
are differences of admmnſirations, but the ſame 
Lord, (dJatgiots; Sian ry) diverſities or 'Qi- 
ſtintions of miniſtries, Eccleſiaſtical funRions, 
for the uſe and benefit of his houſe, that none 
of his ſervants may want what is good and fit 
for them; he appoints ſtewards and rulers cver 
his houſhold, to give every one their meat in 
due featon, at. 24-45, and overſeers to feed 
the Church of God, and to take care of his 
Flock, which he purchaſed with his own blood, 
ef. 20.28. to preach the Word, and diſpenſe 
the Sacraments. at. 18, 17, Tell it unto the 
| ; Church; 
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Churchzthat is, the governing and ruling Church, 


-which was inveſted with the power of binding 


and looſing, faith Cameron, ver 18, and the 
{ubje&t of the power of juriſdiction, to whom 
belong the cenlures of excomunication, ah{9=- 
lution, 1 or. 5. 4,5. By the power of the Lord 
Feſus Chriſt, &c. | 

5. Conterring gifts and temporal mercies 
and deliverances upon them, Eph. 4.7- To every 
one 1s given grace, according to the meaſure of the 
gift of Chriſt, gratia gratss data, gitts tor edi- 
tying the Church, 

6. CorreQing them in this life for their 
miſcarriages. Judgment commonly begins at the 
houſe of God. He judges them in this world, 
that they may not be condemned with the 
world, 1 Cor.11.32. Rev, 3.19. As many as 1 
love, I rebuke and chaſten, be zealous therefore 
and repent Rev. 2.16. Repent, or I will come 
unto thee quickly, and will fi:ht againſt them with 
the ſword of my mouth, Ver.22. Behold I-wilf 
caſt her into a bed, and them that commit adul- 
tery with her, into great tribulation, except they 
repent of their deeds: He tuffers the world to 
do that which he will not endure in his own 
Family 3 His fervants will never be faithful to 
him, nor find him faithful to them, if he did 
not ſometimes chaſtiſe rhem, 

7. Calling them to account in the end, and 


.rewarding and puniſhing accorcing to- their 


works. Mat.25.19. After a long time the Lord 
of thoſe ſervants cometh, and reckoneth with them, 
11, N 2 and 
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and gives them their bire (that had been labour- 
ers in the Vineyard) /Aat.20.5, Al muſt ſtand 
before the judgment-Jeat of Chriſt, Rom. 14.19, 
2 Cor. 5.10. We muſt all appear before the judg- 
went ſeat of Chrijt, that every one may receive 
the things done 1m the body, according to that be 
hath done, whether it be good or bad. He hath 
{undry forts of ſervants, tome that are onl 
titular and complemental, call him Lord and 
Maſter, but are unprotitable;wearing his badge, 
but refuſing his work ; profeſs him, but in 
works deny him; uſing the name of the Lord, 
but tranſgrcfling the rule of their Lord ; the 
reward of thele, :s to be caſt into utter darkneſs, 
Mat. 25. 30. His faithful ſervants ſhall be re- 
warded with his prelence, who ſerved him in 
his abſence, and hall enter into the joy of their 
Lord. 

3- Chriſt hath yet a more ſpecial Lord- 
ſhip over true believers, living members of his 
bedy, that are juſtified and tanciified ſervants 
10 him in their hearts, Rom. 14.13. He that ir: 
theſe trings, (that 1s, righreoutnels, peace, and 
joy) ſervetb Chriſt, is acceptable to God, and ap 
provea of men, that have the kingdom of Chriſt 
within them, Luke 17.22. The weapons of this 
kingGom are net £4r0al, but [piritual and mighty; 
and 10 his conqueſt of them, 2 Cor.10. 4. The 
former were members of the Church, theſe 


«re the members of Chrift, and this Lordſhip is 
EX21Cied and put forth by his. 


1. Drawing 
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1- Prawing them in by effeQuual calling, 
making them willing in the day of his power, 
Pal. 110.3. as he is exalted to be a Prince and 
4 Samwur, to give them repentance and remaſſion 
of ſas, As 5.31. putting his Laws mto their 
minds, and writing them upon their hearts, Heb. 
8.10. This calling by his word, and effeual 
operation of his tpirit, doth bring them not 
only into the viſible, -but into the inviltble 
Church, uniting them to Chriſt the head, as 
well as tying them to the members; and where- 
by grace ts not only- offered but conferred is a 
calling in a faving manner, according to his 
purpote,the immediate conlequence ot the elett- 
on of his grace. 

2. Suppreſſing in them whatever is oppoſite 
to his rule, and overcoming all enmity to his 
will : manifeſting and magnilying his grace and 
ſtrength in their infirmities, and making his 
power to reſt upon them, 2 Cor. 12.9, 219.445. 
Puiing down of ſtrong holds, and caſtins down 
reaſonings and imaginations, and every high thin 
that exalteth it ſelf againſt the knagyled? of Gad, 
ana bringing into captivity every thaught to the 
obeatence of Chriſt, not only curbing, but 
curing their nature, and changing the whole 
man. 

3. Qualifying ther for his ſervice, and en- 
abling them to do his work, making them 
ready to Co his will. A:people pzepared for 
the Lord, Lake 1.17. making them veſſels unto 
honour, purged and fantitified, meet for theiw 

| maiters 
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miſters uſe, and prepared unto every g00d work , 
2 Tim. 2.21. If he find employment, he will 
give endowments tooz if an errand, a tongue; 
if a word, aft hand; if a burden, a back, 1 can 
da all things through Chr:ſt which SFrength-neth 
me, iaith Paul, Phil. 4.11. as. the Apoſtle: ta- 
boured amen. to bis working which worketh in 
him mightily, Coi. 1.20, So carrving them -n 
in his ways with renewed ſtrength, they watk 
and are not weary, they run and faint ;:0t. ia. 
4O : 8,20, JO, + bh | 

4. Giving them freedom to, and in his work: 
he makes them tree, Fohr 8.;2: Free from tn, 
that they become his fervant+-, Rom.6. 18. from 
the guilt, power and bondage of (tn. 


I. By rel-aſmg their debts, pardoning 
their fins, eAﬀs 5. :1. it's an AQ of Chriſts 
Lordſhip and Princecom to remit and forgive 
fins, 

2, By looſmo their bonds, and breaking 
the inares and ferters of them. #'- proclaims 
liberty ro captives, na opening of p-''on to them 
that are bound, 1{1.61. Lo2. Rom 8.2. The Law 
of the [pzrit of life in Chris 7 Telms, hath 74a 
me free from the Law of jin ana aeath. 

2. Kcmoving the tpirit of bonCage, and re- 
ſtoring peace and jov to the {out : He gives 
them peace with him, Fehr 14.27. Peace I leave 
with you, my peace I prve unto you, not as the 
worla gzveth prve | unto you. Let not your neare 


be troubled, netther iet it be afrasd: NG Fob. 16, 3 3. 
He 
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He gives the;n @ free ſpirit, an inlarged hearts 
a found mind, the ſpir,r of poyr and love, 
2 Iim. 1.7 
5- He ſhews his Lorcſhip towards his pe- 
cuitar people, in maintaining them in his ler- 
vice , and tuppl\ing them in ail the.r wants : 
From this Head ( wherein dwells all fulinefs ) 
all the body by jo:nts and bands bavins nouriſh 
ment min:jtred, increaſes with tne micreaſe of 
God, Cul 2. 19. The Lord i their ſhepherd, 
they [hall not want, Þ: jal. 2:. 1, an nd 34. Io, 
ik his houthold hail be fel, they ſhall 
want no g20d thing, He grues them all things 
pertaining 10 life = goaline/ #, 2 Fete 1s 
Even of outward n:cellaries they thall have 
what they want, if not what they wad 
6. Indctencing [Hem 2ga1 nit, and upholding 
them in all temptations and troubles. He telis 
The m in all their dangers and Eraits, my Jrace 
afficiert for thee, 2 Cor. 12. o. H: will 
Rs chem in ai} their ways; ſurely then, in 
. at] at» work; fafety evermore ac:ompanics Euty., 
His Servants are trons in the Lord, and in 
FRe POWNe of his migh”, Ep. 5.15. 1 heyare 
p"-ferved in Chri J-ius, | jude 2, and are never 
v\ tate, but whctn they mou e workin, ,or with 
Torah run away from their Mater. 1c py $49 
fe {hall rand and | eed in tie freng th of the Lord, 
:n the majeſty 6f the name of the Lord his Got, 
47:4 they ſhall abide, There is no {&« -urity bur 
in Chrilts family ; never are hi: ſecrants' in dan- 
g:r, but when they g9 our of it; and he takes 
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care of the ſeed and poſterity of his Servants, 
Pal. 69. 35. 

7. Ac laſt abundantly rewarding and digni= 
Fying them ,, In doing his work there is preat 
reward , That happineſs which Chriſt gives his 
Servants in thus lite, is unfreakable, their work 
{cems to have more of wages than of work in 
it: but in the next life their joy will be fo 
Ereat, as that it cannot fo well be ſaid to en- 
ter into them, as they to enter into it, art. 
25- Ft, Well done good and faithful ſervant, 
then haſt been faithful over a few things, I will 
make thee ruler over many things, enter thou in- 
ro the joy of thy Lord, | he joy ot their Lord, 
whoſe boſom is the hive and center of all good- 
neſs, and that in which a!! the fcattered par- 
cels of bleſſednels are burdled up. Av. 22. 
12, Behold, IT come quickly, and my reward 3s 
with me, to give every man according” as his 
work ſhall be. Thr tcrvices are all Booked ; 
he who tormerly gave them abilities for to 
work, will now give them a recompence for 
Working; their work, though never fo great, 
is bet {ma'l to their wages; nor is the weight 
of their labours comparable to that of their 
Crown, ai;{ put in all their heavy ſufferings 
too. Rev. -. 10, Be ther faithful unto death, 
and 1 will give thee a crown of life. 


2. How is this threefold Lordſhip cxercifed * 
1. By what means ? 

2' For what cnc 2 

| 3. In 


—_m— 
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3. In what manner or order ? 

1/t. By what means doth he exercile this 
Lordſhip ? 

1. By his hand of providence, concourſe, 
and co-operation in the creature z that Provi- 
dence Chriſt ſpeaks of in Fob» 5. 17, 19, 22, 
My father worketh hitherto, and 1 work : For 
what things ſoever he doth , theſe alſo doth the 
ſon lthewiſe. 9% ouolos m97 , which Nazian- 
zex well interprets (* xa7e 71 70% Wiy:utror 
ind1@01y, 3.8 KaT2 Thy The tZudiay ouoTtuian ) 3. 6. 
not for the {tnilitude of thoſe things they do, 
but in reſpe&t of the ſame power and authority 
of both; the Son dotiz not imitate, but co- 
operate; he works not like, hut the ſame work 
that the-Father doth. ( Quod operatur fil 
opus patris eſt) Hil. Wrhattvever the Father 
coth, the Son Coth, becaule they are one God, 
hive one will, power, and working; for the 
Father judgeth no man, but hath committed 
all judgment unto the Son; the Father judg- 
eth not alone, becauſe he judgeth by the San; 
The word judging here, fignifies full power 
to rule, in Heaven and Earth, 1 Cor. 8. 6, 
There 1s one God the father, of whom are all 
things , and we in him, or for him: and one 
Lord Feſus Chriſt, by wkom are all things, and 
we by bim, By, here notes not the inſtrumeng 
tal, but the principal caule 5 the Frepoſitions 
of and by, are not fo to be taken, that we 
make two Cauſes, ſeeing they have but one Na- 
ture , though they be diſtin perſons, and the 

Father 
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Father and Son work: together z but by theſe 
( of and by) the Apoſt:z Gifferencerh their or- 
der and manner of workins, Col i. 17, He 
Lat all things, and by bins all ehings CoN- 
fs 

2, By his Word __ Spirit, | in. common 
works and gifts. P/al. 110. 2, The-Lord ſh.ill 
ſend the rod of thy ſirength out of Zion: rule 
thou tn the midjt of thine enemies, Tac Lord, 
z.e, God the Father, (+ho had faic, fir thou 
on my right hand, 4.e. receive chiet power and 
authority from me, and exerciſe juriſaifticn 
over al) thall tend forth the Rod cf thy power, 
z, e. thy powerful and mighty Rod, or :ae 
Rod and Scepter whereby thou Geclareft thy 
power and might; + he means. ſpecially the 
Preaching of the Word, which 1s the Power of 
God to Salvation, anJ1 is able to cait down 
ſtrong holds, and every high thing, Be thou 
Ruler, by thy word and ſort, norwithtand- 
ns all the reſitanc? of thine enemies, 1 Per, 

19, By which a jo he went and preached to * i 
ſpirits in priſon; by 'thz power and manifcita- 
tion of his ipirit. 

3. By his Word and Spirit, in ſaving-works 
and effets. His Word worketh cf: Rually in 
all them that bclieve, 1 Theſ, 2. 13, and the 
Spirit of Truth, the Comforter which he pro- 
miſes to ſend, Fehn 14. 16, 18, and 16, 14, 
He ſhait recerve of mine, and (hail ſlew it unto 
ON . 


2. The 
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2. The end or uſe of this threefold Lordſhip, 
why or for which he exercilcs it, 

1. For his Fathers and his own glory, 
John 13. 31, Now # the fen of man glorified, 
and God 1s glorified in him: s e He {hall be 
glorified 1n che admirable work of mans re- 
&:mp.1on 3 for death to overcome? death , is, 
$65: weydan, great glory, and ſhews him to 
be the Lord of life, Col. 1. 16, all things were 
created, and do conſiſt, as well for him as by 
him, that he might have the preheminence and 
glory, as the firft-horn of every creature, or 
heir of all things. 

2 For the lalvation of his choſen, that he 
may give unto them eternal life, Johbz 17. 2. 
Father, the hour is come, gplorifie thy Son, that 
thy Son way alſo glorifie thee ; as thou haſt 
grven him power over all fleſh » that he fhould 
grve eternal life, to as many as then haſ# given 
him. 

3. For the overthrow of all adverfe power 
to theſe ends: whatever oppoleth the glory of 
God, and happineſs of believers, his Lorcſhip 
is exerciled for the rvine and deſtruction of it. 
1 Cor. 15.24, 25, Then cometh tve end, when 
he ſhall have delivered up the kingdom to God, 
even the father , when he ſhall have put down , 
all rule, and all authority, azd power , For he 
muſt reign till he put all enemies under his feet. 
P/al. 2. 9, He hath fet his King on his holy 
hill of Zo, and gives him the Heathen for 


his 


: 
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his inheritance ; and then adds concerning his 
enemies , that rage and take countcl again? 
him, Thox ſhalt break them with a rod of iroz, 
thow ſlralt daſh them mn pieces like a potters ve/- 
ſet; and ſhall perith from the way utterly and 
irrecoverabdi'y, when his wrath is kindled againſt 
them, bccaute they will not kiſs the Son in to- 
ken of {ubje<ction to his Lordſhip, nor have 
this man to reig1 orer them. Matt. 24. 50, 
51, The Lord of that ſervant (hall come in q 
day when he [506d not for him ; and in an 
how that be is 1:0t ware of : eAnd (ball Cut 
him a'unaer, ana appoint him his portion with 
the hypocrites, there ſhall be weeping and gnaſh- 
6g of tecth, 


Þ In what manner and order he that is : 
ſtranger to the Goſpe], to whom the found of 
it never cam?, 1s under the firſt. He that pro- 
fefſes Chriit 15 under. the firſt and ſecond. A 
true believer 1s undczr all theſe three Lord- 
ſhips. 

1. Under the firſt as a man. 

2. Under the ſccon] as a member of the 
Church. 

3. Under the thirc, as a memher of Chriſt. 

The more general Lordihip is conducing to 
the promoting of the ſpecial Lordſhip ; and 
then both to the advancins of the more ſpecial, 

. 1, 22,23, And hath put all things wider 

bis feet, ard gave bin to be bead over all thing: 
te the Church , which i ns taay, the fulneſs of 


him 


» Wm. 
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him that filleth all in all, He is over all things 
{upream and ablolute ; but the Churches Head, 
from whom they receive all manner of infiz-nce. 
He hath a ſpecial and peculiar reſpe& to it, Kewh 
3-2. Behold,] will make them of the ſynagogue of 
Satan, which ſay they are Fews and are not, but 
& lye bebeld 1 will make them to come and 
wer ſhip before thy feet, ard to know that 1 have 
loved thee. 

This great Lord hath a rod of iron to rule 
she Nations, and a golden Scepter to guide the 
Church : 3 in the firſt the attribute maniteſted is 
Power, in the other Grace; in the werld he 
ruleth by his Providence, in the Church by his 
Teftimonies : Pſal. gz. 1. The Leord rezgneth, 
ve & clothed with Mayſty. vert. 2. Thy Throne 

5 eſtabliſhed of old, thou art from everlaſting 
The Lord en high us migktier than the nos/e "of 
many waters, yea than the mighty waves of the 
Sea. Thy nr are very jure: Folie; s bes 
m— thy keuſe (O Lord) for ever. 

. Whence hath Chriit this Lo:cihip ? He 
is : this Office : 
, By Creation, By him wer: 4; : thinzs created, 
Vu. 1.16, Joh.1. 3. Now abfolure propriety 
relulteth immeCiately trom Creation it ts not 
poſſible thar there ſhould be 2 more iull and cer- 
tain title than Creation. Hz that giveth men 
and all the world their Being, and that of no- 
thing, of no prx-exiſtent Ntatter, nor by an 
co-ordinate Ccon-caute, muſt needs be zbtlolere 
owner of all, withour the leaſt limitation z and 
| then 
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then he hath the (ju regends) by immediate re- 
ſultancy from his ablolute propriety, tuppoſing 
the nature of the Creature (to be a rational 
free agent) and the perteion of the Creator 
| alone, which to qualitie one to be a ſubj-R, 
and the other to be the Governour, that th-y 
are as it were the remotum fundamentum relats 
ons : He that gave man his bemg, muſt necds 
be his right'vl Governour and Lord, as the 
Apoſtle makes it an argument, 1 Cor. 8.6. Tow 
there 1s but one Lord Feſus Chriſt, by whom are 
all things, and we by himy and by him all things 
conſiſt. He continueth thy being and weil berg, 
and all the means thereto. He apholdeth all things 
by the word of his power, Heb. 1. z. 

2, By his Fathers advancement and appoint- 
ment. God hath tet him at his own right hand, 
in the heavenly places, far above all Principality 
and Power, and Might and Dominon, and eve- 

name that 1s named not only mm thrs world, 
but in that which 1s to come, Ephet. 1. 20, 21. 
Phil. 2. 9. Wherefore God hath highly exalted 
bim, and given him a name above every name, 
that at the name of Feſus every knee ſhould bow, 
and that every tongue ſhould confeſs that Feſui 
Ceriſt is Lord, to the glory of God the Father, 
AR 2. 36. Therefore let all the houſe of Tſrac! 
know aſſurediy, that God hath made that ſe 
Feſus both Lord and Ghriſt. A't.5.z36 Him 
bath God exalted with his right hand to be a 
Prince and a Yaviour, for to give repentance to 
Iſrael, and forgiveneſs of ſins, God hath gi- 

ven 
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ven him power over all fleſh ; by his defigna- 
tion he hath right and orerogative of the ficſt- 
born to be Lord of all 

3- By his own purchaſe: He has bought us 

with A price, 1Cor. 6. 20, A dear purchale, 
where the frice was his precious blood, his own 
life. Rom, 14. 9. For this end Chr'ſt both died, 
and roſe, and revived, that he m1oht be Lord 
both of the dead and living. We read in the 
Law, of ſervants bought with money, (da 
eaeypornTes), and "tis but realton, he that hath 
paid a valuable confideration for a mans tervice, 
ſhould have it : Now Chriſt hath bought us not 
w th corruptivle things, as ſilver and gold, but 

with his own precious blood, 1 Pete 1. 15, Ig. 
So that we are not our own, but his only that 
hath bought us, and paid for us, to glorifie him: 
He is our Lord and Matter, pleno jure. 


Secondly, The other Propoſition in the Do- 
&rine, though not expreſicc in the Text, yer 
neceſiarily implied, the relations being mutual, 
(relativa ſunt ſimul natura.) That Chriſlians 
are Chriſts ſervants, nor as inſtruments to exe- 
cute his Decree ; So Nebuchadneztor, Jr. 2-.6. 
but they that cut of a fſente of his love refign 
themtelves to do his w:ll. 

I. In what reipeets : 2, \Yvnence It is: 
3, What an advancement *tis to be his ſervants. 


t. In what reſpe& they are his tervants ? 
Anſ. In thele {even. 


1. To 


192 Chriſt the beſt Maſter. 


1. To worſhip and ſerve him, Pſal. 45. 1t. 
He us thy Lord, and worſhip thou him, A ſervant 
mult attend and wait on his Maſter, and fo the 
true Chriſtian on Chriſt, 1 Cor. 7. 35. That 

way attend upon the Lord without diſtrattion, 
Col. 3. 24. For ye ſerve the Lord (hriſt. Ser- 
vice to Chrilt is the duty and buſinels of every 
Chriſtian, by ſhewing reverence to his perſon, 
and yeilding obedience to his commands. 

1. Chriſtis to be worſhipped with Divine ho- 
nour; it is the will of God that all men ſhould 
bonour the Son, even as they honour the Father, 
Fob. 5. 35. Rev.5. 12. The glorious Angels do 
it, Worthy «s the Lamb that was ſlain, to recetve 
power,and riches, and wiſdom, and ſtrength, and 
henonr, and glory, and bleſſing. And verſ. 13. 
Every Creature 1s heard to fay, Bleſſing, ho- 
nour, glory, and power, be unto him that fiteeth 
upon the Throne, and unto the Lamb for ever 
«nd ever, We muſt worſhip him with inward 
and outward veneration; the firſt conſiſts in 
the truſt, fear, reverence and adoration of the 
heart, the latter in attendance uponzand due ob- 
ſervance of Golpel inſtitutions, as Prayer, hear- 
ing the Word, reverent uſe of the Sacraments. 

"Tis a known ſtory that of Amphilochius to 
the Emperour T heodoſius; he had petition'd the 
Emperour to be 4evere againft the e£rrians, to 
diſcountenance and tupprets them, becauſe in 
their opinions they did Gitparage the Son of 
God;*but could not prevail: Whereupon he 
made uſe of this Gevice,coming one day into the 

| Empe- 
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Emperours preſence, and of Arcadins his Sons 
(who ruled jointly with hi: Father ) he made his 
humble obcifance to the Emperovr himiclf, and 
ſhe <d him all reverence, but paſſed by his Son, 
ſhewing him no refpeR at all, the. £ ruperour was 
much offended, ſharply reproves Amphilechins 
for this affront to his $0nz whereupon the good 
man vindicates his carriage, plainly telling the 
Emperour, he had given reverence enough to his 
Sen; and now the Emperour was more incenſed, 
commands him with great indignation to be 
thruſt out of his Prelence 5 which while ſome 
were doing, eAmphilecbius turns himſelf _ro the 
Emperour and ſaid, O Emperour, tov being 
but a man, canſt not bear the contempt -or_dit- 
paragement of thy Son, how doſt_thowrthink 
the great God can bear the contempe of his 
Son, which the Arrians do caſt upon him? The 
Fmperour was much affeQed with this, beg'd 
the Biſhops pardon, commended his ingenuity 3, 
jo did that now, which he had refuſed to do 
before. _ 

2. With obedience-to all his Laws and Com- 
manJs, Mat. 17. 5. This is my beloved Son, hear 
ye vim, This hearing of Chriit is obeying of him 
in all his, holy Laws and Inſtitutions and fo *ris, 
4.4. Here's a perſon whom 1 own for my Son, 
whom I have mace your Lord, and have tet him 
as my Ring on my holy hill, into whole hands [ 
have put all power, on whoſe ſhoulders I have 
laid the government, therefore I charge you to 
hear him, and to yield all obedience and fubje- 

' 


ion 
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Qion to him : Obedience is the chief badg and 
charater of a fervant, Roms. 6. 16. His ſervants 
ye are to whom ye obey, Eph. 6. 5. Servants be 
obedient to your maſters. There can be no better 
proof of ſervice than obedience, 'and therefore 
the people ſaid, Foſh. 24.24. The Lord our God 
will we ſerve, and his voice will we obey. So Abra- 
hays the ſervant of the Lord, when he was call- 
ec to go out of his own Country,obeyed ;, yea, 
m that greateſt trial of obedience, that ever 
we fead any meer man to be put unto, being 
commantled to ſacrifice his only Son, he never 
ſtumbled upon the bare ſignification of his pleas 
ſizre; without diſputing or debating the matter, 
we muſt give both aQtive and paſſive obedience, 

' 3. This teverence and obedience will produce 
in Chrifts ſervants (and they are diſpoſitions 
well — ſervants) a fear to offend, and 
defire to pleate' their Lord ; a deliberate appre- 
tenſion of Tome worthinefs in another more 
than ih a tmatis felf, is ever accompanied with a 
fear to diſpleafe, and care to pleaſe the perfon 
reverenced, Mal. 1.6. If I be a Maſter, whtre 
is my fear ? Serve the Lord with fear, Plal.2.11. 
Frch. 12. 28. From which a care to pleaſe can- 
not b: ſevered ; Servants are to be obedient and 
to pleaſe their Maſters or Lord in all things, 
Tit, 2. 9 So muſt Chriſts ſervants ſtudy to walk 
worthy of him unto all well-pleafing, not much 
regarding what offence others take at him, 1o 
Jong as his maſter accepts his ſervice. 


' 2, To go by Chiiſts warrant, and take his 
2s. word 


_——— 
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word for his rule in all his ations, Mar, 1,34. 
He pives to every ſervant his work, and he is 
to receive commiſſion from him for it, as the 
Porter to watch, &#*. what the maſter bids or 
forbids is to be obſerved : -If he fay go, as the 
Centurions ſervant, he is togo; or do this, it 
muſt be done; a ſervant may not do what he 
pleaſes, but mult wait his maſters pleaſure, P/al. 
123. 2. As the eyes of the ſervants look unto the 
hand of their maſters, and as the cyes of a maiden 
unto the hand of her miſtreſs, ſo our eyes wait up- 
on the Lord our God, until that he have mercy up- 
0# us. Aſervant is not ſui juris, his own maſter, 
to Suide his ations, but muft ſubje& his own 
wil to the will of another, whether it 
be in ſqmething to b: done, or {omething to 
be ſuffered ; our right ſ{crving of Chrilt 
is, when tis done according to his own 
direion, both for the matter and manner of 
his ſervice. *Tis a maxim in nature, every ma- 
ſter is to be ſerved according as Himſelf com- 
mands; and if the fcrvant preſcribe to his ma- 
ſter how he will ſerve him, he becomes his 
own, yea his Maſter's maſter. In. the Civil Law 
a ſervant is ſaid to be (4 mg0ow7o5) ſuch a one as 
ſuſtains no perſon, but is a dependent and adjundt 
to his maſter, to accommodate his will to the 
will of his maſter. Sccrates could ſee this, afid 
ſay, If there be a God he muſt be worſhipped, 
-and if he be worſhipped ir muſt be according to 
his own will, or cl{c we do not worſftip him at 
all. Will worſhip is « ſervice that's fo far from 

OQ 2 bring- 
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bringing us to Heaven, that it will beguile us 


of Heaven. 


3. 'To account and uſe all he hath and is, as 
not his own, but his maſters; all a Chriſtian is, 
is Chriſts, 1 Cor. 3.13. Azdye are Chriſts, and 
Chriſt is Gods. As he is, lo ali he hath is his 


- maſters ralent, or goods, to be kept for him, 


and employed to his profit, 1 Pet, 1, 10. As 


every man hath received the gift, even ſo miniſter 


the ſame one to another, as good ſtewards of the 
manifold grace of God. Miat. 25. i4, He deli- 


vers uto them 1:15 goods, of which they are to 


make account to him at his coming, they are 
not proprictarii, but aepoſitarii z not treaturers, 
but ſt-wards of his gitrs 5 and mult hear, redde 
depoſit, he mu"! be ferved with his own, and 
that intirely without dividiug ; for weare not 
in part, but wholly hisz no man can have any 
propriety in himi<!!, or in any other creature, 
but what is derived irom this ablolute Lord, and 
ſtandeth in full iubordination to his propriety z 
and as we are not cur own, 19 nothing is proper- 
ly our own which we poſlels ; for no man can 
have more title to any thingelte than to himfeli; 
nor may we Gitpote of any thing we have in any 
way, but to {erve the will and intereſt of this 
abſolute Lord. 

4. To follow kis Matter in his ways. Chit- 
ſtians muſt walk as his ſervants, not where and 
how they liſt, but as their Maſter plealcs, Joh. 
12,26. If any man ſerve me, let him follow me. 
Ye call me Lord and Maſter, (laith Chriſt in 
the 
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the Text); and then verl. 14,15. If ©:hm your 
Lord and Maſter have waſhed your "feet, ye 


o:;ht then to waſh one anothers feet ;, forgfhan 
gven you an example, that ye ſhould do as I have 
dont unto you, If our Lord have forgiven us our 
debts, much more ſhould we forgive our fellow- 
{ervants, fat. 18, 32. Chriſt {faith to his ſer- 
vanrs as Gzdeor to his Soldiers, Fudg. 7. What 
ye have ſeen me do, that do you. Follow me, com- 
Priizth in 1t tac ſum of Chriſtianity, the whole 
duty of man : He that ſaithyhe abideth in Chriſt, 
ou; ht himſelf alſo to walk as be walked, 1 Joh. 2.6. - 
Moſes was a faithful ſervant in all his houſe, 
for be maae all things according to the Pattern 
ſhewed him in the Mount. The examples of Chriſt 
are either aGtive or paſſive, in both he is to be 
imitated in doing and {uflering his Fathers will z 
and inthe manner of botk, as Chriſt iaid to the 
Lawyer concerning the good Samaritan, Go 
thou and do likewiſe; to {zeſt thou not Chriſts 
obedience to his Parents, bounty in giving, love 
in forgiving, diligence in his cailing, meeknels 
and humility in his carriage 3 contempt of the 
-world, zeal for Gods glory, holinels in his life, 
and unprovoked patience in his ſufferings; and 
his wiole life Exemplary, from kis Cradle to 
his Grave ? go thou and do likewiie, elfe thou 
art not his (ſervant; yea, canſt be no Chriſtian : 
for this is the ſubſtance of Chriſtian Religion, 
the end of the Golpe}, and the charaRer of one 
that ſhall inherit Glory : As when two walk to-. 
Sether,a man cannst tcll whom the feryant fol-. 
3-8 lows 
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lows till they part 3 ſo when Chriſt and our 
luſts, or our intereſts command contrary things, 
then ivputs us to the trial, whether we be his 
ſervants or not ? we muſt not only follow him in 
the exfie and pleaſant ways of obedience, but 
ſuch as croſs our luſts and intereſts : we muſt do 
in reality what the Lawyer ſaid in compliment, 
Maſter, I will follow thee whitherſoever thau 
goeſt. Revel.14.14, The Angels are Gods Mini- 
ſters that do his pleaſure, P/el. 103. 21. A er- 
vant hath no will of his own, but hath given up 
his liberty to the direions and commands of 
others; hence Chriſts ſervants do earneſtly de- 
fire and ſtudy to know what his will and plea- 
ſure is, and do it. The Maſters will is motive 
enough, 1 Thef. 4. 3. and 5- 18, 1 Pet. 2, 15. 
This his will, if God will have it ſo, if Chriſt 
wall have it fo, it is enough to a faithiul fervant 3 
the very ſignifcation of his will carries with it 
reaſon enough to enforce the pratice of it. We 
are not to trade for our fclves, and to. drive on 
our own deſigns of credit and advantage z we 
are fervants and employed for our maſters ule. 
A man that ſets up of himfelf, is to trade for him 
{clf ; but all that a ſervant doth, ſhould be for his 
maſters honour and profit ; we are entruſted 
With talents of Gifts, Graces, Eſtates, Cc. 
now aft:r ſome time the Lord will come and 
reckon with us, and ſee what we have done for 
his honour, what good we have done in-our 
* Places; how we have employed our gifts, ime 
' proved our intereſts 5 whether we have beaten, 
Or 
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or helped our fellow ſervants z whether our ta- 
lent hath been hid in a napkin, or laid out for 
the good of fouls, and the glory of our Lord 
and Maſter. 

5- To participate with him in his eate, both 
good and bad. Foh. 12. 26. If any man ſerve 
me, let him follow me, and where 1 am, there 
ſhall my ſervant be. If any man ſerve me,hin will 

Father honour. But the world will diſhonour 
and reproach the ſervant as they have done the 
Maſter, ar. 10. 24, 25. The Diſciple is not 
above his Mater, nor the ſervant is not above 
his Lord. Jt « enough for the Diſciple that he 
be as his Maſter, and the ſervant as his Lord : If 
they have called the mater of the honſe Beelze- 
bub, how much more ſhall they call them of his 
houſhold ? Servants muſt be contented to beat 
his Croſs, whole priviledg it ſhall be to wear 
his Crown, and ſhould be latisfied with their 
allowance. The proper work of a ſervant is to 
wait and ſtay his maſters pleaſure for any com- 
fort. He that is but a ſervant in the houſe, muſt 
not think to command whatſocyer the houſe af- 
fordeth at his own pleaſure, (that's the maſters 
prerogative alone), but muſt content himſeli 
with what his maſter is content to allow him,and 
take his portion of meat, drink, livery, lodging, 
and every other thing, at the direction and ap- 
pointment of his maſter 5 neither may the {er- 
vant of Chri{t look to be his own carver in any 
thing, nor may he murmur againſt his maſter, 
with that ungracious ſervant in the Parable, 
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Mat. 25. 24. complaining of his hardneſs and 
auſterity, if his allowance in ſome things fall 
ſhort of his deſire; having food and roiment, 
be it never {olittle, never to courſe, he ſhould 
be content with it, nay though he want either 
or both, he ſhould be content without it, as 
grace and long experience had taught that 
faithful ſervant of Chriſt, Phil. 4. 11, I have 
learned in whatſoever ſlate I am, therewith to 
be content, Pro. 30.8, Feed me with my al- 
lowance. | 

6. To ſubmit to his correQion, A beaten ſer- 
vant muſt not ſtrike again, nor word it with 
"his maſter ; (*tis chaff that flyes in the face of 
him that fannes it) wuſt take it patiently, if 
he be buffeted undeferved!ly or without fault. 
.How much more ought Chriſtians to accept 
the puniſhment of their iniquity, when this 
;Bracious maſter ſhall think fit ro.exerciſe a little 
leverity towards them, eſpecially ſince he never 
AKrikes them but for their fault (ſuch is his 
zuftice); nor (ſuch is his mercy) but for their 
g00d ? he chidcs not, becaute he loves it, but 
becauſe. they need it; and becauſe he loves 
them, Rev. 3. 19. Servants muſt bear what 
they would not, as well as forbear what they 
would. : 

-, To expe& wages from him. Kyowing 
(ſaith the Apoſtle) that of the Lord ye ſhall 
reeeive the reward of the inheritance, for ye 
' ſerve the Lord Chriſt, Col. 3. 24. The true 
Chriſtian believes, that his Lord is the Cem” 
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of all that diligently ſeek him, Heb. 11.6. And 
is content to refer all to him, knowing that 
though the vailes be uncertain, yet ſtanding- 
wagesare ſet and certain, great # their reward 
in Heaven; there is a reward in the very work, 
but he will beſtow a further recompence here- 
after; the Hypocrire looks for his reward here, 
and tells his fcrvice to Chriſt, works for pres 
ſent wages, bur the ſincere ſervant of Chriſt 
ſubmits all to Chriſt. As we ſhould not ſerve 
him for, ſo he will not be ſerved without 
wages, even ſuch as will weigh down all our 
work and all our woes, fat. 6. 5, wesWcy 
da TEN x00- 

2. Wherein' they are Chriſts ſervants; or 
how it comes to pats, | 


i, By redemption, ſervus 4 ſervando, Auſt, 
or ſervns, quaſt bello ſervatus. - He that by right 
of war might juſtly be put to death, and yet 
was ſaved alive, was called ſervant; and he 
that delivered him was called his Lord. . So 
when we were, zancipia peccatt & diabali, the 
Devils captives, and ſlaves of fin, in which 
- condition xf we had lived and died after a 
haxd and toilfome ſervice in the mcan time, 
our wages in the end ſhould have becn eternal 
death ; Chrift by his death, hath conquered fin 
and Satan, and freed us from that wretched 
thraldom, to this end, that being delivered out of 
the hands of all our enemies, we might ſerve him 
without fear, in holineſs and rizhteon/neſs, be- 


fore 
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fore him, all the days of our life, Luke 1.74,75' 
Thus the Iſraelites were delivered from Egype, 
the houſe of bondage, to ferve God. Hence 
the Preface to the ten commandments ; and 
David conteſſeth, Pſal. 116.16, 1 am thy ſer- 
vant, I am thy ſervant, thou haſt looſed my bonds. 
If aman had brought another out of Captivity, 
or he had fold himſelf, all his ſtrength or ſervice 
belonged to the buyer : Chriſt hath bought 
us from the worſt ſlavery, and with the greateſt 
price; no thraldom 1o bad as bondage to fin, 
no prifon {o black as Hell; and certainly Chriſts 
blood is better than any money; not to ſerve 
him then, is to defraud him of his purchaſe; 
no bondage fo great as ours, no price {o great 
as Chriſts, and therefore no 1ervice 1o great as 
that which we owe. 

2, By the fathers donation or delivery up 
of them. F.hn 17.6, I have manifeſted thy 
name unto the men whom thou gaveſt me out of 
the world : thine they were, and theu gaveſt them 
me, and they have kept thy word, God hath 
made us, and not we our felves, and fo hath 
abſolute right to us, and dominion over us ; 
hath given us unto Chriſt that we ſhould ſerve 
him, a5 well as be ſaved by him, ſa. 44. 21, 
Remewmoer, 1) Facob, thou art my ſervant, I have 
forn: 4 thee, thou art my ſervant O lirael; they 
are given him for a vollcſſion, Pſal. 2.8. 

3- By voluntary reſignation, and-.furren- 
dring © themincives ro him. They have given 
themizlyes to the Lord that are real Cones 
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2 Cor. 8.5. *Tis by their own conſent and con- 
tralt, Rom. 6.13. Teild up your ſelves unto 
God, &c. Chriſt loves to have his right and 
title eſtabliſhed. By our own conſent we take 
Chriſt for our Lord and Mafter, and give up 
our ſelves to him, that we may be no longer 
at our own diſpoſe; and therefore tis not only 
robbery, but treachery and breach of Cove- 
nant, to ſeek our {elves in any thing; and this 
reſignation muſt be made out of a ſenſe of 
Chriſts love to us in his death and ſufferings, 
2(r.5.15, Chriſt died, that they which live ſhould 
net benceſorth live unto themſelves, but unto him 
who died for them. We enter upon other ſer- 
vices out of hopes, but we enter upon Chriſts 
ſervice out of thankiulnels : ?Twas our own 
voluntary At, by Marriage-Covenant, we 
take him for our Lord, our Husband, Guide, 
Governour and Protector ; and as Sarah obey- 
ed Abrahamand called him Lord, fo we Chriſt : 
we have bound our i:lves by folemn vow and 
promiſe to be and continue Chriſts faithful ſer- 
vants unto the end of our lives; now the word 
is gone out of our lips, we may not alterit; 
nor after we have made a vow, enquire what 
we have to do. He hath the beſt right to our 
beſt ſervices, by this three-fold title, and a 
threetold cord is not ealtiy broken; our tongues 
are not our own, to {peak what we pleaſe, nor 
our hearts to think what we pleaſe, nor our 
 ' hands to do whar we lift. By vertue of theſe 
and many more titles, we ate anothers, and are 

bound 
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bound to live and At for him, according to 
his will, and for his glory. 

3. What a Lord and Maſter Chriſt is : The 
Scriptures give us theteCharatters or Properties 
of Him. 

1. He is the moſt ab{olute and fupreme Lord. 
His ſtile is King of kings, and Lord of lords 
he hath no ſuperior or co-partner with him in 
his dominion and government; all other Power 
and Lordſhip is dependent, and dcrivative, and 
tubordinate. . 

1. All Power is from him as, 1. Civil, Pros, 
8.15, By me Kings reign, and Princes decree 
Faſtice. 2. Eccletiaſtical, 2 Cor, 10. 3. -That 
power which the Apoſtle had was derived from 
Chriſt, For though 1 ſhould boaſt ſemething 
more of the Authority which the Lord hath 
grven us for Edification and not for Deſtruti,a. 
3. Inward and {piritual. Afar. 16, 20, They 
preach: d every where, the Lord wori;ng with them: 
the opening of the eyes of the blind, quicheniny 
the y v1 turning them from darkneſs to light, 
were the effe&ts of his power: not the parts 
or piety of the Preacher, but his grace and 
{pirit did the work, Laſtly, extraordinary and 
miraculous power, whereby they confirmed 

the word 5; ftigns and wonders were wrought 
in his nam2 and by. his power. When the lame! 
man was heale4, and the Apoſtle examined 


by what power, or by what name they had 


done ir ? Peter anſwered, Afs 4. 10, Be it 
know! 


. 
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known mito you all , that by the name of Jeſus 
of Nazareth this man doth ſtand before you 
whole, 

2. As all power is derived from him , and 
dependent on him; fo *tis to be uted and 


obeyed in ſubordination to him. 


1, For him, as the authority of Magiſtrates, 
Parents, 1Per. 2. 1 3, Submit to every ordinance 
of man for the Lords ſake, whether it be ts 
the King as ſupream. Eph. 6. 1, Children obey 
your parents in the Lord: jo wives to huthands, 
ſervants to maſters, Col. 3. 19. 

2. AccorCing to him, ts. 5 29, the Apo- 
ſtle anflwered , We ought to obey God rather 
than men, 

3- All other Lords are reſpcnſible to him, 
for the uſe and abuſe of that avthority, and 
thoſe gifts they received from him 5 and are 
therefore puniſhable by kim. 

2aly. He is an univerial Lord, Lord of at, 

1, [n regard of perſons, bs 1s over all, Row, 
9. 5- He rules over all nati-r.z, pertons, hearcs; 
all other Maſters and Lords are inferiour to hims 
Eph. 6.9, And ye maſters, do.the ſame things to 
them (that is your Servants) forbearing threat- 
ning : knowing that your maſier alſo 5 11 heaven, 


aeather us there reſpeitt of perſons with him, 


2. In regard of matters and acts, outward, 
inward, Godward, manward, civil, ſpiritual, 
all come under his cognizarce, Eph. 6. $46. (d. 
3-2 33 Rom. 14, 19, inall thele things we are T9 
ferve Chriſt, 
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3. In regard' of places ; the three kingdoms 
of Hezaven, Earth and Hell, have no other 
Lord but Chriſt : Angels and glorified Saints 
in Heaven, Saints, Sinners, and every creature 
on Earth, the damned and Devils in Hell, are 
all his {ubje&s. | 

zdly. He is a ſpiritual Lord, for the manner 
of his rule and government; Fohn 18. 36, My 
kingdom 15 not of this world: not from hence, 
Not that he governs not in Heaven and Earth, 
for though his kingdom be not of this world, 
Rex tamen eſt in hos mundo, Bern, when Pilate 
had openly declared whoſe acculation it was; 
Jeſus plainly tells him, that his Kingdom was 
not fecular, but ſpiritual ; not of this world : 
So that he nothing intrenched on Ceſars right; 
which he ſaith not to avoid death, but to thew 
thar he was unjuſtly accuſed. 

4. He is an eternal Lord ; Of the increaſe 
of bis government and peace there ſhall be no 
end . upon the throne of David, and upon his 
kingdom to order it , and to eſtabliſh ut with 
iudgment and juſtice , from henceforth even for 
' ever, Ila 9.7, Luke 1. 33. He is the King 
immortal, 1 Tim. 1.17, Death the King of 
terrors, and terror of Kings, is ſubdued by 
this Lord; not only ſo as never to touch 
him , bur alto never to hurt any of his Ser- 
vants: Other Rulers, though they be called 
vods and lords, yet ſhall dye like men ; earth- 
Iy Monarchs, eitncr by fome Poifon or Trea- 
fon, are brought to untimely deaths, at leaſt 

ſome 
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ſome diſeaſe or other will lay their glory in 
the duſt; but Jeſus Chriſt is yeſterday, to 
day, and the ſame for ever, 

5. He is a mighty Lord, moſt able to do 
what is good for his Servant, aad to ſubdue 
all perſons and things to himſelf, P/al. 3. 21, 
He can kill the Soul, and throw both the 
Body and Soul into Hell; he can ſubdue the 
hearts of men , even of the deadlieſt enemies, 
unto his love and obedience z he can prote& 
and ſhelter his Servants from all evil, and be- 
ſtow all good things on them, for the world 
is his and the fulneſs thereof: He hath under 
his command the forces of all creatures in 
Heaven and Earth, which he rules as he pleaſes 
to his own purpole; he c2n at eaſe fruſtrate 
the harmful intentions, and noifom qualities of 
the worſt of them; he can turn their malice 
into mercy, their hatred into love, yea can 
bring forth glory to himlelf, and profit to his 
Servants 3 not only againſt , but even out of 
their miſchievous defignments, as in Daniel 
and the three Children, &&+c. 

6. He is a moſt. juſt Lord ; his is a Scepter 
of righteouſneſs, Zeb. 1. S, his right hand is 
full of righteouſneſs, The Lord is righteous 111 
all his ways, and holy in all his works, Plal. 
145. 17. In him is exact and perſe& integrity 
and equity , of all his counſels, words and 
ations; and there, is /no unrighteouſnels in 
him. His will is the rule and ſtandard of ju- 
ſ{tice, and whatever he commards is moſt 
| «qual 
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equal and right, becauſe he wills and com- 
mands it. 

7. He is a moſt glorious Lord and Maſter , 
The glory of Kings and Emperours is but a 
borrowed ray, or ipark from his Majeſty ; 
the glory of all the Ceſars, &c. is but a black 
coal in. compariton of his fplendor ; and when 
he ſhall appear in his glory, the glow-worms 
of worldly ſplendor and majeſty ſhall diſap- 
pear and be extinguiſhed ; the pooreſt Servant 
he hath ſhall then appear with him in ſuch 
Slory, that the combined:- excellency of Kings 
ſhali not be fo much as a ſhadow to it. 

S. He is a moſt gracious Lord 5 he puts 
them upon nene but fafe, honourable, and 
comtortibic employments. He puts no more 
upon then than they can go through; and 
lays no more upon them than they are able to 
bear; - he knows their mould and frame, re- 
members ey are but duſt; he is Jefus as well 
as Lord, a Shepherd as well as a Maſter ; he 
joins his. glory and their happineſs together ; 
he never requireth brick from his people, with- 
out giving taem ſtraw 5, he. will either-multi- 
ply grace , or diminiſh the rempcation : . his 
Grace iz always lufficient for them. 

9. Hz is a wiſe judicious Maſter. A man 
that ſerves a ackle and unconſtant Mater, who 
often changes his mind,: has a hard task, and 
endleis labour ( but'a prudent man, who or- 
ders his affairs with diſcretion and cleiiberation, 
his commands are but” once obeyed, his work 
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is ſoon done); what he doth now, anon he 
muſt undo, an:i fo Syſiphxs like, he is ever do- 
ing, and hath never done; 'he never knows 
an end of his work : But the Servant of Chriſt 
is at a good certainty, and knows before-hand 
what his work muſt be, and what his wages 
as his Maſter himſelf is, ſo his Commandments 
are immutable and invariable, without fo much 
as a ſhadow of change, Far. 1.17. That was 
a needleſs cavil, and meer peeviſhneſs and ſelt- 
iſhneſs in Fonah, Fonab 4. 2. 

10, He is a moſt knowing and diſcerning 
Lord, He obſerves the ways and works of 
his Servants ſo narrowly, that the cloſeſt and 
ſubtilleſt among them cannot deceive him z he 
ſpies them ini every corner, nay, every corner 
of their hearts in them; all things are open 
and naked before him : though now in ſome 
ſort he be abſent; yet he needs no informer, 
be knows what every Servant Coth in his ab- 
ſence, and will manifeſt every ones work to all 
the world : his eyes are as a flame of fire; 
clearer than ten thouſand funs; he takes notice 
of all their ſervices and hearts, Rev..2, 19, 1 
know. thy works, and _ and ſervice, and 
faith, and thy patience, and thy works, and the 
laſt to be more than the firſt. E$45v | 

11. He is a. pitiful and merciful Lord and 
Maſter. He hath ab eye as pitying as it is 
piercing; he doth no lefs obſerve the-wants and 
troubles, than- the ways and works of his Ser- 
rants 5 he is a Father as well as'a Maſtet ; and 
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As a father pitieth his children, ſo the Lord 
pitzeth them that fear him, Plal. 103, 13, 14, 
ecAnd ſpareth them, as a father his ſon that 
ſerveth him, Mal. 3. 17, hath more tender bow- 
els than a mother, lia. 49. 15. Can a woman 
forget ber ſucking-child, that ſhe ſhould not have 
compaſſion on the ſon of her womb? yea, they 
may forget, yet will I not forget thee, Chriſt 
is not as the ſlothful man thought, a cruel and 
hard Maſter, Jatr. 25. 24, that looks for 
muck work, and gives little encouragement ; 
but is moved with compaſhon towards his Ser- 
vants, Matt. 18. 27, he will not have his Ser- 
vants complain that they ſerve an hard Ma- 
ſter. Ri 

12, He is a meek and lowly Maſter, con- 
deſcending to fcrve his Servants here and here- 
after. | 

1. Here, Matt. 20. 28, He came not to. be 
miniſtred unto, but to miniſter. - Luke 22, 27, 
IPhether ts greater, he that ſitteth at meat, or 
he that ſerueth t 15 not he that ſitteth at meat ? 
but I am amons. you as be that ſerveth, - He 
Koopt lo low'as to waſh his Diſciples feet. | 

2, Hereafter; Luke 12.-3%7, Bleſſed are thoſe 
ſervants, whom the Lord, when he cometh, ſhall 
find watching :- Verily I ſay unto you, That be 
fhall gird himſelf , and make them ſit down to 
meat, and will come forth and ſerve them. Study, 
but yet' expe& not to underſtand, either the 
comfort or condeſcention of this protniſe, made 
to the faithful Servants of Chriſt; He: ſhall 
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gird himfelf , exc. Lord (faith one) did 1 
not think that the chcer and the attendance 
were both one, | ſhould ſay the attendance 
were infinitcly better than the meat, Think 
what it is for Chriſt kimielt -to ferve at. the 
Tabtez what is ir but infinite delight tor - the 
gueſts to have him {ſet hirmtclf to folave them, 
who is infinite, as in {iyeetnels, fo 't! knowledg, 
to make his {weetneſs pleale Fer. Nor will 
the dignity of theſe Servants be 1! than their 
delight, who have Majeſty it {c17 to terve them: : 
certainly in Heaven there ſhail be as many Kinps 
as SubjeRs. 

13. He isa tender and compaſiinnate Lord ; 
He was made like unto his brethren wn all things, 
ſin excepted 5, and kaving ſuffered himſelf, being 
eempted, he ts able to ſuccour them that are 
tempted, Heb. 2. 138. We have not an bigk- 
prieſt, that cannot be tonchea with the feeling of 
our infirmities \, but was 1n all points tempted (ihe 
£5 we are, yet without fin, Hel 4. 15, and gs. 2, 
Who can have compaſſion on the ignorant, and 
them that are out of the way. Fe cannot only 
wuna)ay, but Tere: a9, bear part inour af- 
flitions, but bear with us in our infirmities, 
being thorowly (and not lightly ) touched 
with the feelings of our infirmities, He is fen- 
ſible of his ſervants wrong, when tempred, fe- 
_ »duced , ( Rev. 2. 20, To ſedure. my. ſervarts } 
as well as fenſible of their grict when wronged 
and perſecuted; in all their afli&tions h-.is 
afflicted, and takes the wrongs offered to tis 
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Servants as offered to himſelf; they that hurt 
them, touch the apple of his eye ; he covers 
with the mantle of his excuſing-love, their un- 
avoidable infirmities. The ſpirit # willing, but 
the fleſh is weak: | 

14- He is a moſt loving and ſociable Maſter, 
who puts his Servants upon nothing but what 
himſelf hath done, or doth before them ;, he 
firſt praQiceth what he impoſeth on them. 
He lays no yoke upon them but what he 
himſelf hath born 5, leads them in no way, but 
himſelf hath firſt trodden it: He is not like 
the Phariſees who bind heavy burdens upon 
others, but will not touch them with one of 
their fingers, att. 23.4; but he does as Abi- 
welech, Judg. 9. 48, What ye have ſeen me do, 
make haſt, and do as I have done : or as Tully 
reports of Ceſar, that he was never heard to 
fay to his Soldiers , /te ilac, but venite buc. 
So Chriſt leads by example, his voice is follow 
me, Juvat idem, qui jubet. 

15. He is a good Maſter, As he bears part 
in their ſufferings, and is a fellow-ſufferer ; ſo 
he is not only their Lord and Maſter, but their 
helper and fellow-worker z whatever he impo- 
ſes on them, he helps and furniſhes them to do 
it ; he puts them to no work, wherein he doth 
not help them. Herein he goes beyond all 
other Maſters, who can toil and task their Ser- 
vants ſufficiently, but cannot ſtrengthen them. 
Chriſt encourages and aſſiſts them in their work; 
when they grow faint and weary, he ftrepgth- 
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ens them 5 when doubtful, he teaches them ; 
when ſlothful , ſometimes indeed he correas 
them, but not to kill, but quicken them; not 
to deſtroy them , but their floth : when they 
are ſick, he pities and ſpares them ; when old, 
he turns them not out of his ſervice, but the 
longer they live in it, the more they love it, 
yea, the more able they are to perform it: In 
a word, when they dye, he neither ſuffers 
them to lyeſtil], nor ſends them to ſeek another 
Maſter ; for then they change not their Maſter 
for another, but their work for a better; or 
rather for their wages, Pſal. 138. 3. 1a. 40. 
28, 29, 30, 31. Foel. 2.29, 
- 16, He is a moſt faithful Maſter ; he keeps, 
ſecures and vindicates all his Servants, he pre- 
{erves them and provides for them,gives them all 
things pertaining to life and godlinels, 2 Per. 1.4, 
comforts them with exceeding great and preci- 
cus promites ; he feeds them with his own fleſh 
and blood, he clothes them with his own righ- 
teoulneſs, he dire&s them with his own {pirit 
his Servants ſhall want no good thing , they 
ſhall neither pine for want, nor ſurfeit with 
abundance ; they ſhall never have ſo much, or 
{to little, as to make them unfit for ſervice ; 
Chriſt loves to Keep them in working cafe, 
How can a Servant of Chriſt want proviſton, 
when as he can make his very work meat an1 
drink unto him; nay, his wants meat and drink? 
How can they want, whole friend }ath, and is 
all things? A Servant of Chriſt 1:41 be fin 
P 3 pai=, 
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perſecuted, {corned, imprifoned, but never un- 
ſfaie: Fl: may {:fter evils to touch them, but 
he never iuffers evils to hurt them. He viſits 
them in, ang Ccirrers th m from all their trou- 
bies: Hz rehukes Rings tor their fakes, and 
protects FR6j lately from all enemies, 

17. He is a holy and impartial Lord and 
Matter, oe takes account of all his ſervants 
exaaly and particularly. He compares himlelf 
to a King that took an of his ſer- 
vants, _4/at, 18. 23. 71:t.25.19. After a long 
time the Lord of tho Th ay vants comes and 
reckons Wi:h them ; he wiil not inculg any in 
their eafe and flath. 

13, Heis a moit bountiful Lord and Maſter, 

and abundantly rewards any tervice that's Gone 
to him aright, th ugh never {9 little, Lu, 19. 17. 
tHe pays his lervants moſt houvntifully, Well done 
tho nood ſervant, becauſe thow haſt been faith- 
ful in a very little, have thou autharity over ten 
cities, Nat. 10. 42. He that receiveth a Prophet 
TT the nave of a Prophet, and a riphteous man 
in the nam? 0 a righteous man and whoſoever 
ſhall give to drink to ane of theſe little ones 4 
cup of cold water only in the name of a diſciple, 
verily I [..y tito you he foal in no wiſe loſe bis 
reward.” 

10. This 1. ord js the 07 dreactul adverlary, 
ho will ſharply 3nd ſeverely puniſh evi! fervants, 
who f.cy in ther hearts, the Lord welays his co- 
m1”, Mar. 24 . 43, 49, 59, 5x. On 25. 30» Caſt 
” tice unprofitay.e ſervant wito utter darineſs, 
| there 
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+ there ſhall be weeping and wailing, and gnaſhing 
of teeth. He that knew his Lords will, and pre- 
pared not himſelf, neither did according to his 
will, ſhall be beaten with many $ripes,Luk. 12.47- 
I Theſ. 1, 8. He will come in flaming fire to 
take vengeance en his adverſaries. eAnd the 
ſhall call to the rocks to fall on them, and to hide 
them from the face of him that ſitteth on the 
Throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb, Rev, 
GO. 16. 

20, Heis a moſt deſirable and incomparable 
Lord, and fuch a Maſter as the world never 
knew; for he makes all his faithful ſervants 
ſharers with him in tfs wealth and honour. T hey 
ſhall enter into the joy of their Lord, Mat. 25.21, 
Sit in Thrones with him, wear never-tading 
Crowns, and inherit his everlaſting Kingdom. 
They that now follow him, ſhall be where he is, 
and the ſame glory he hath they ſhall have for 
ever. Cadit munaus, non cadit Chriſtianu, quia 
non cadit Chriſtus. Auſt, Let the world fall, 
yet a Chriſtian falls not, as long as Chriſt 
ſtands. Whereas Satan chules the fubtilleſt he 
can find, and leaven'd through, to do his work, 
and fend on his errand; for he cannot make a 
Afercury out of every block; he is not able to 
give a man underſtanding, witdom and abilities 
for his work, neither can he increate or improve 
any mans parts and giits ; he mult have inftru- 
ments ready to his hand ; he can but put them 
forward, and tempt them z he will give ſuch as 
arergas and crafry,many motives to {crve him, 
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but he cannot furniſh them with ſtrength or craft 
to {erve. But our Lord Chriſt fometimes chu- 
ſeth the ſimpleſt, the meaneſt, the plaineſt men, 
fiſher-men,to do his work; for he can pive gifts 
to men which they have not, and raiſe the parts 
which they have > he can make himſelf a Mer- 
cury, a meenger out of any block; Chriſt can 
ſend a fool of his errand, and cauſe him'to do it 
wiſely. He can cauſe the ſtammering tongue to 
ſpeak plain, and the plaineſt man to ſpeak the 
higheſt Rhetorick 5 when doſes complains of a 
flow tcngue, he can fav, 7 will be thy mouth,and 
reach thee what thou ſhalt ſay, Exod. 4.12. If he 
finds vs ndt fit to do his buſineſs,he can make us 
fit. if Chriſt pleafe, he can make a man maſter 
of his trade, before or as ſoon as ever he is ſer- 
vant to it. 

Thus without the witdom of the world, 
Chriſt overcomes the wildom of the world, and 
by the fooliſhneſs of Preaching (as men count 
fooliſhneſs) ſaverh thoſe that believe, 1 Cor.1.21. 
The fooliſhneſs of God is wiſer than men, 5.e. 
thoſe inſtruments which Chriſt employs, how 


fooliſh foever men count them, ſhall toil all the 
wiſdom of man. 


Uſes of this DoQrine, That Chriſt i a true 
Believers Lord and Maſter. 


1. Ule of Irformation and InſtruRion. 
1. It informs us that Chriſt is Lord as well as 
J-{us, our Soveraign as well as our Saviour. He 


IS 
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is both Lord and Chriſt, A#. 2. 36. And we 
are not only to look at benefit by him, but fer= 
vice tohim; and not only come to him (as Ze- 
bedees Sons, Mar. 10. 35.) ſaying, Maſter, we 
would that thou ſhouldſt do for us whatſoever we 
ſhall deſire z but with Saul,fall at his feet,faying, 
Lord, what wouldſt thou have us to do? we will do 
for thee whatſoever thou ſhalt command. We 
ſhould not only come to him for eaſe for our 
ſouls, but to take his yoke on our necks and fol- 
low him, Mat, 11. 28, 29. Men would have 
Chriſt to redeem them, and Satan rule them ; 
Chriſt to ſave,& in to lord it. If it be not the lan- 
guage of their rongues, yet "tis of their lives with 
moſt men, # 9iaouir re]or Saoinewozre, We will not 
bave this man to reign over us, Luk. 19.14. there 
it ſticks,the carnal mind is enmity to theLaw;luft 
cannot endure reſtraint, and therefore men moſt 
oppoſe Chriſts Nomotheric; power 5 and car- 
nal hearts are ready to ſay, our lips are our own, 
who is lord over us? to be contrould for every 
word, every thought, every a&tion, we cannot 
endure it. O conſider, Chriſt hath many ene- 
mies, but they are his chief enemies that with- 
ſtand his reigning : Thofe mine enemies that 
wauld not that I ſhould reign over them, bring 
them hither and ſlay them before me,By becoming 
Chriſts ſervants, we do not caſt off, but only 
change our yokes, 

2. [ts not enough to be in the Church, and 
outwardly admitted and ftiled Chrifts ſervants, 
but we muſt be really his, and in heart; Chriſt 

. Keeps 
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keeps no ſervants only to wear a livery-cloak for 
ſecurity in finning. As he is not a titular Lord, fo 
neither are his ſervants titular ſervants; to ſpeak 
ſervice, and live in oppoſition to him to call 
him maſter, and do the work of his cnemy; to 
be in the skin a, Chriltian, and in the core a hea- 
then; to have an outfiJe verbal complimental 
profeſſion,and contradict it with an unholy con- 
verfation, is no better than a renouncing of 
Chriſt. *Tis no advantave to bear the marks of 
Chriſt in our bodi-s, ar.d to have no fruit of it 
in our ſouls; this is but to clothe our ſelves with 
the leaves of the vine, without partaking of 
the fap. Paganilim and looſe profeſſion, thall 
fare alike when Chrilt comes to judgment, 

3+ There are divers kinds of Carilts ſervants, 
and there will be great diverſity in their 
end. 

1. Some for honour, ſome for diſhonour, 
2 Tim. 2,209, as vell:ls in an houſe, 

2. Sone ſincere and good, ſome evil and un- 
profitable, at. 24. 45, 48. fone faithtul and 
wiſe, znd are found well doing 3 ſome evil and 
rioo1s, At, 25.2 1, 26, om? good and faith- 
ful, fome wicked, and ſloathful, and unprofit- 
avdiec, | 
3. Some T-mporary, that avides not in the 
houte for ever, foine that abide there, Fev. v.35. 
There will be great diveriity found betwixt 
Chris :orvancs in the end, betwixc trnole tnar 
only cry, Lurd, Lord, and thoſe that Go the 
will of God, Mar, 7. 22, 23, Gf 24. 47, 51- fe 
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ſhall make the one ruler over his goods, the 
other. cut him afunder, Mar. 25. 21,28, z0 

4. It may inform us what the ſtate of a Chri- 
ſtian is : 

1. He is not his own, not ſus juris, but af 
ſervant to Chriſt, 1 Cor. 6. 19, Ye .are not your- 
own 5 and 1 Cor. 7-22, He that is moſt free in 
other reſpects, is Chriſts tervant z no man can 
have any propriety in himlelt, or power over 
himſelf; but what is derived from this abſolute 
Lord, and ftands in full ſubordination to him : 
"Therefore it belongs to Chrilt to be the abſolute 
difpoter of us and all things; he may do with 
his own what he pleales, and ule it to the pl:a- 
ſure of his own wil , who would interpole, or 
any way hinder Chriſt from the free Ci!poiai of 
his own ? not any co-partner, for there is none z 
nor we our felves, for we are wholly his, there- 
fore it is not poſſibletor him to do us any wrong 
however he ſhall uſe us;therefore no man ſhould 
repine at his Cilpoſal of him, but all ſhould ace 

nieſce in his difpoſing-will z nor do any thing 
tor {elhh ends, which is injurious to the will or 
intereſt of Chriſt, Chriſt hath full power to vo 
what he liſt with us or ours: How far ſhould 
any of his fcrvants be from expecting that he 
ſhould give an account of any of his ations t9 
them 2 it ſhould ſuffice them, that whatever be- 
falls them, it is from the Lord. The Lord gives, 
and the Lord takes away; whenloever he re- 
moves any comforts : it we find our ſelves too 
ready to ſy to inſtruments, as the owners of 
; tae 
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the Colt, What 4, ye looſing or removing it ? we 
ſhould be ſilenced, . though not with that an- 
{wer which was returned by the Diſciples. to 
them, the Lord hath need of ut , yet with this, 
he ſees it needful for us, that thus it ſhould be ; 
whenſoever he commands the hardeſt duties, in- 
fits the ſmarteſt ſtripes, &c. every ſervant of 
Chriſt ſhould top their murmuring-mouths with 
this, the Lord will have it thus; and as A#.21. 
14, The will of the Loyd be done. 

2. Neither are the good things we poſſeſs, our 
own 3 he that is not owner of himſelf, is owner 
of nothing ; all that we have is properly his, as 
well as we, for no man can have more title to 
any thing than to himlelf;we have not any thing, 
nor can have, which is not as much from Chriſt 
as we,{o is not as much his. Therefore we ſhould 
not diſpoſe of any thing we have, but for his in- 
tcrelt and ends; how careful and wary ſhould we 
be in uſing the Creatures! all the comforts we 
enjoy arc the goods of this Lord ; we are but 
ſtewards of them; what we uſe muſt be uſed for, 
not againf our Lord. Learningzriches, honour, 
are from him, and therefore ſhould be for him ; 
all our enjoyments are but borrowed, we muſt 
therefore uſ: them Fell ; not ſpot or ſtain, not 
tear and cut them by ſin, leſt we be aſhamed 
when we ſhould return them back to the owner, 
and give him an account of them,it may be with 
joy,und not with grief. 

3. Neither may any Chriſtian think himſelf 
Lord of the Church, or his Brethren, x Pet.5. z. 
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Neither as being lords over Gods heritage, but be- 
ing enſamples to the flock, The word xaTaxvguw- 
&YTe4s, domimantes, is not to be underſtood of 
4yrannizing and bearing unlawful rule, or uſur- 
ped deminion ( as Bellarmine would have it) but 
exerciſing Lordſhip, the lame which Chriſt for- 
bids the Apoſtles in the ſame word, at. 20-25. 
as Bernard tells Pope Exgenius, Ne dittym ſola 
humilitate putes, non veritate vox domini eſt, re* 
ges gentium adominantur ets vos autem non ſic. 
Planum eſt, apoſtolis inter dicitur dominatus, not 
over-ruling. It doth not only forbid the abuſe 
of their authority, or imperiouſly commanding 
of. their own inventions, inſtead of the DoQrine 
of the Goſpel; or carping Magiſterially and 
infoleatiy towards Gods people, (as Amer.) 
But the ule of that authority in the Ecclcſiaftical 
office, which it is lawſul for Princes to exerciſe 
towards their ſubjets, (ſaith Beza) Omnes Y 
enim eſſe nnius legiſlatoris &+ domins ſervos, &c. 
Have Miniſters no authority ? Yes, faith he, 
not over the conſciences of men, but only as 
meſſengers of Chriſt, whoſe is all the power of 
commanding. No Church, no Council can make 
Laws but in Chriſt, the compound an the ftm- 
ple word are uſed (one by Matthew and Mark, 
the other by Zuke) in the ſame ſenſe; fo that 
x«Te adds no Emphaſis to it; all kind of Tem- 
poral rule is ſimply forbidden them. 

1. No Chriſtian can bind the conſcience in in- 
ternal or elicite a&ts, 2 Cor. 1. 24. Not that we 
bave dominion over your faith, but as helpers of ' 

your 
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Your jey, Ou, 371 wyudbouy ruas f nireos, (5 
Th; vuwy wi5%72 ), the Apoſtle adds this, leſt he 
ſhould ſeem to have ſpoken too imperiouſly : 
q. d, That I ſaid, 1 therefore came not that 1 
might ſpare you z take thus, Not that I could 
by my own authority do any thing with Religi- 
on, and in binding or relaxing your conſciences, 
but that I might be Gods Miniſter to comfort 


you, Cc. 

2, Nor can he command the ovtward 
imperate ARs of Conſcience other wife then by 
power civil, or {piritual, from Chrift, Pro.8. 15, 
- By me Kings reign, ard Princes decree Fuſtice, 

2 Cor. 10.8, 1 Thel. 5. 12. We beſeech you. 
Brethren, know then who lavour among you, and 
are over you in the Lord. 

3- As a Chriſtian no man hath civil power 
over his Brother, or the Church, or over men, 
Mat.20.25. It ſhall not be ſo among you, that as 
the Gentiles cxercile authority and dominion 
over them. 

1. 4s a Chriſtian, he hath no lepiſlative, but 
only applica.ive power, or executive in the 
Church; a Chriftian muſt not make Laws in his 
houſe, but keep and execute his Laws. 

2, As ſuch, He hath no coercive power over 
his fellow ſervants. 

That natural or:civil power that. anyChriſti- 
an hath otherways over his Brether, isto rule 
under, for, and according, or like to Chrilt, 
Philemon 16. Not now as a ſervant but above a 
ſervant, a brother, beloved, eſpecially to me, = 
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much more to thee, both in the fleſh and in 
the Lord ?. 1 (or. 7. 39. She is at liberty to be 
married to whom ſhe will, only in the Lord. Mini- 
ſters are not owners of the houle, but ſtewards 
in- the houſe, Laws are committed to us, and 
muſt not be excogitated by us. | 

Only- Chriſt can ordain laws to bind 'the 
Conſcience; mans laws bind not as they are 
mans, but as they are back*r by Chriſt; nor can 
any but Chriſt to give laws to which we ſhould 
be obedient , as withal to make us obedient 
to the laws which he gives. Chriſt only can 
write his laws in the heart: No man ſhould 
prefer the will or intereſt of the greateſt 
mortal-man or deareſt friend, nor the publick 
intereſt of States, before, or- plead it againſt 
the will and intereſt of this great Lord, 

Neither may we give nor receive ambitious 
or flattering titles of honour, Aat.23 9,9,10, 
Be not ye calied e MaSters, for one 1s yorr Lord 
and Maſter, even Chriſt : we ſhould fo acknow- 
ledg a luperiority among men, as to be fearful 
of cauſmg pride in them, and that they may 
know themſelves not to be ablolute Lords , 
but derivatively and ſecundum quid. - Hered be- 
came worms-meat, who but juſt now was 2 
meer idol and crycd vp, &c. God would not 
bear it. 

5- It informs us therefore how conliſtible 
Chriſts ſervice is with the ſervice of others. 

I. It diſſolves not, but confirms natural and 
civil Lordſhip and 1ſubjeQion, as between _ 

cr 
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ſter and ſervant, 1 Txm. 6.1, 2, Let as many 
ſervants as are under the yoke, count their own 
maſters worthy of all honoxr, (but what if they 
be both believers, are they not Brethen )yesz 
and they that have believing maſters, let them not 
deſpiſe them, becauſe they are Brethren, but ra- 
ther do them ſervice becauſe they are believing 
and beloved, partakers of the ſame benefit, 
Titus 2. 9. Betwcen Magiſtrate and Subje&. 
Rom. 13.1, Let every ſonl be ſubjett to the 
Higher Powers. 2 Pet. 3. ;, Submit your ſelves 
to every ordinance of man for the Lords ſake. 

2, This our relation to Chriſt as maſter, 
regulates. the fervice of others: Children obey 
your parents in the Lord, for this s right. Eph, 
6.1. For the Lord is the author of the autho- 
rity of Fathers, and therefore we muſt yield 
{uch obedience as he will have us. This (#2 the 
Lord) implies both a commandment of Chil- 
drens obedience from the Lord, and a re- 
ſtrition or limitation in thoſe things which 
are not againſt the Lord : that they lo far obey 
their Parents, as they ſwerve not from the true 
worlhip and ſervice of God. 

+, This ſervice of Chriſt excludes all ab- 
ſolure and unneceſſary ſubje&ion to Creatures, 
Luke 16. 1;. No mau can ſerve two Mafters, 
Pe may ſubordinately, but not abſolutely, for 
God will have the {.rvice of the whole man, 
1 Cor.7.21,2 3, Art thoucalled being a ſervant ? 
care not for it : but if thou may'ſt be made free, 
uſe it rather, Te are bouzht with a price, be not 
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ye the ſervants of men, If ye be at liberty, do 
not of your own accord rmake your ſelves ſer- 
vants, bupÞconſecrate your ſelves intirely, Body 
and Soul, to the ſervice of Chriſt 3, or it ye be 
ſervants to men, "that is in a ſtate of ſervitude; 
remember till that above and. before all, ye are 
the ſervants of Ghriſtz and therefore fee ye do 
nothing to the obedience of men, which is cd#t- 
trary to that which ye owe to Chriſt; and as 
touching your Soul and Confcience , ſubje& 
and enflave your {elves to no man living, de- 
pend abſolutely upon none but Chriit and his 
word 3. all our obedience to earthly Lords muſt 
be only ſuch as this Lord allows; and only' 
in the Lord; the greateſt Lords in the world 
are:but regula regulata, Chriſt is the only reguls 
regulars ;, they the rule, ruled ; hervling, 

6. .To inform us that Chriſtians are Ckriſts 
ſervants yet -ſomewhat more, of with ſome 
ſpecial exceptions, Fohn 15.15, Henteforth I 
cal you not ſervants, for the ſervant knowerh' 
net what bis Lord doth, but I have cxlled you 
friends, for all things that I have heard of my 
Father, I bave made known unto you. They are 
not only ſervants; but friends; they tall Chriſt 
Lord and Maſter, he calls them not ſervants 
but friends : not {ſervants but -free-nien, yea 
ſons, Fobn 3. 36. The ſervant abjdeth not in the 
bonſe for ever - but the.Son abideth ever. Gal. 4 7. 
Wherefore thou art mamore & ſervant, but & ſor : 
and.if @ ſon, then. an beir of God throtrh Chriſt. 
Nag a f{crvaat, that 18, under The Ceremonies 
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and bondage of the Law; bur a Son, having 
received the adoption by ' Chriſt, the eternal 
Son of God, who was ſent to redeem us, that 
he might purchaſe, and-graciouſlly: communicate 
the right of ſonſhip, (which he hath by graph. 
to every true; believer, -- «And becauſe ye 

Sons, God hath ſent forth the ſpirit of bis Son 
into your hearts, crying, eAbba father. We are 
in ſuch ſort free, and fo ſet at liberty, as thar 
we muſt be governed by the Spirit of Chriſt 
which reigneth in our hearts, and teachethus: 
the true tervice of the Father ; bur this is not 
ro lerve, but rather to enjoy true liberty, as be- 

cometh Sons and. Heirs; 

7. It teaches us, that all doAarines- and. 
practices are to be abhorred, which derogate 
trom the dignity of this our Lord and Maſter. 
L. Do&trines, eſpecially the Popiſh, which de- 
prave our redemption purchaſed by this Lord, 
by the doArine of merits 3 the worthip due 
to this Lord, with the doarine of image-and 
adoriation,, and the Saints interceſhon : Fhe- 
authority of this Lord, by the :do&trine of-the 
Popes headihip and pardoning of 1{ims, and many - 
ſuch dodrines, not only of the nia but 
of others nearer 19 Us. | 

2, The pravtices'of wile and wicked men, 
We ſhould make-it- our buſtnets. and. only Plor 
to promote his honour.an&tervice inthe world, - 
ang endure nothing that won!d eclipſe and'im- 
pair his gltery : He-whoi touches that, ſhould 
touch the apple of our eyes look upon his re- 
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proach as caft upon our felves , mourning for 
that diſhonour offered to him which we cannot 
redtets; *tis againft both Chriſtianity and Hu- 
mane ingenuity, to ſuffer him to be abuſed whom 
we have undertaken to fſerve:. This neither 
agrees with honeſty nor honour; *ris indeed not 
only a fin but a ſhame: Hardly is any Seryant 
ſo low ſpirited, as' to thins it confiſtent with 
his credit to ſerve a diſgraced Maſter; they that 
truly call Chriſt Lord, jwill never endure that 
his glory ſhould ſuffer from others, -much lets 
from themſelves. | 
3. Our own unſuitable praQices. 4 ſervant 
of Chriſt muſt not be a ſon of Belial;, every one 
is under a yoke till ; Cpt does not give his 
ſervants leave to fin, butTierty to ſerve God z 
Chriſt came not to free us from the Law, but 
fin; from the ſervice of the Devil, not from 
the ſervice of God: He came not to make the 
Law leſs ftri&, or ſi lets odious, or us lefs 
holy 3 freedom from wrath and Hell is a privi- 
ledg, but from duty and obedience is none; 
becauſe we are made free by Chriſt, we are 
to be more apt and ready to diſcharge the duty 
; we owe to Godand man: in maxima libertate 
minima litentia, a great deal of liberty by 
Chriſt, and yet the ſtrongeſt - ingag:-ment to 
ſervice that may be. They whole lives are full 
of Epicariſme, Atheiſme, worlUlinels, *ris nor 
a pin” to chuſe whether they be Pagans, or 
Chriſtians; for ating thus heathenithly, thus 
brutiſhly, they do but pollute rhat fxcred and 
: Q 2 worthy 
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worthy name; the Apoſtle faith, I am not 
(@10w ut $youC ) 1 Cor. 9. 21. Not without 
the law to God, but under the law te Chriſt. 
This leads to 


Second uſe of reprehenſion : It may ſerve to 
reprove three {orts. 

1, Thoſe that endure not to hear of Chriſts 
Lordſhip and commands, that will not acknow- 
ledg this dominion of Chriſt, nor Tet him be 
Lord in his own houſe, but do what in them 
lies to deprive him of that honour to- which 
he hath ſo good a right. But who deny Chriſts 
Lordſhip ? 

1. They that will not hear his voice, © 
his call, accept his WMitations in the Goſpel ; 
he inviteth them to himſelf, prays them to be 
reconciled to God through him, intreats them 
10 co:ge and put themſelves under his govern- 
ment, and take his yoke on them, and they 
will not hear, but in eftc& ſay, We are Lords, 
we wil not come at thee? er. 2.31, Weare 
well enough, and ſhall do well enough with- 
out him, and what needs ſuch care and ſtri- 
neſs? He comes, and waits, and knocks at their 
doors, but they ſlight him and will not open: 
He prays them that they will look into their 
hearrs, minq their Souls, conſider their eternal 
condition, but they quench the Spirit, {mether 
the light, and refit all theſe motions; they 
will not come to him, nor ſuffer him to-come 
1110 themy that they may have life. 


. Thoſe 
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2. Thoſe that addift themſelves to ſtrong 
and mordinate deſires of liberty, which is the 
worft ſlavery; that will not ſubmit to his g0- 
vernment 5 quarrelling at duties rather than 
performing thems, thinking it a kind of hap- 
pinets to be free : and that there is no freedom 
but in {inning, and following the bent and ſway 
of their own hearts, and being Lords of their 
own actions; and dream.ot an exemption from 
all kind of Law, but their own luſts; they 
would he above all checks and controul, aid 
have ſcope and room for their own luſts. Pro- 
miſe themſelves liberty, 2 Pet. 2.19. Men would 
have 1t at this, to be at their own dilpoſc, and 
to be an{werable to none that would call them 
to account, and therefore tnat wul not obey his 
laws and commands. 


3- Such as in a proud contempt and ob- 
ſtinacy againſt reproof and inſtruftion, do caſt 
off all reipe& and obedience to Chriſt, they 
cannot endure reſtraints, are as buliocks un- 
accuſtomed to the yoke, Jer. 31.19. Are all 
for breaking bonds and «ifſolving cords. P/al. 
2. 4. Burſting the yoke altogether. Jer. 5. 5. 
They. cannot endure to hear of denying th:ir 
faſhions, renouncing their lufts and -pleatures 
forlaking their vain, worlcly, wanton thoughts, 
and ways 5 what every thought, every delire, 
every word, muſt be under a Law ! So mucl; 
Une ſpent in duties, tuch gravity in conv<r- 
lation, ſuch awe in their tpeeches! No vain 
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licentious Spirits will not be clogged and yoked 
thus, what a wearineſs ts it, Mal. 1. 13. Sacrifice 
upon Sacrifice, fuch waiting upon God they 
cannot eadure, their ſpirits are impatient, and 
recoil with the mor? violence upon reproof ; 
and ſtorm and v-'x, which argues much non- 
ſubjeRion to the Lord Chriſt, Hear ye and give 
ear, be not proud, Fer. 13.15, Theſe are. flat 
refuſers. Lykke 19, 14. We will not have this man 
fo 1e1gn OUeY We 

Secondly, Such as name themſcives Chriſts 
ſervants; and are content to wear his livery, bur 
do-not mind this itate cordially, and follow ir 
conſtantly. 

I. Such as are ignorant concerning the ob- 
jet, manner -and points of this fervice, How 
ſhall men ferve cne whom they know not? 
He thac knows not his Landlord cannot pay his 
Rent; ti-y icllow the faſhion of the Country, 
and in a blind tuperſticious manner conform to 
the worſhip of the place, not conſidering why, 
nor whom it is they ſerve, but offer facrifice, 
as the A4thentans to the unknown God ; wor- 
ſhip an {doPrather' than Chriſt: or as Chriſt 
tells the Samaritans, ye worſhip ye know not 
what; © 1154 

2- Fair ptromiſers and pretenders, but ſlow 
performers 4 as, Mar. 21.30, When his father 
bid him.,-go wor to day in my Vineyard, he 
anſwered, I go ſir, and went rot : 10 many 
whoſe lervice is like Ephraims goodneſs, Hoſea 
6.4. As a morning cloud and early dew, it 

| quickly 
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quickly vaniſheth, but let us take heed we do 
not gloze with him, as we do one with another 
nor flatter him with our lips, when our heart 
is far from him ; we are deceived, if we think 
that this Lord will be mocked with hollow and 
empty promiſes and proteſtations. We live in 
a wonderous Song ages wherein ſcarce 
any other word 1s fo ready in every mouth , 
as your fervant, and at your ſervice, when - 
is but meerly formal without any purpole; 0 
many times not ſo much as a (ingle thought pe” 
doing any ſerviceable office to thoſe men, to 
whom we profeſs ſo much ſervice. However 
we are one towards another, yer with the Lord 
there is no dallying, it behoveth us to be real 
good words and fair {peeches ferve not our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt. Rom. 16.18. 

. Partial, hypocritical, temporary ſervants. 
Some divide between the ſervice of Chriſt and 
of - fin, like the falſe mother that tvould have 

Th child divid led, a3 Cambaen reports of Ked- 

ala Ring of the Eaſt Saxons, the firſt Prince 
of this Nation that was Baptized ; yet in the 
fame Church, he had one Alcer for Chriſtian 
Religion, anther for Heatheniſh. So too many 
are of Mungril Religion, ' halting between 
Chriſt and Baal. Heteraclites in Religion , 
this is to fet the Ark of God and Dagon LO” 
Sether; which God will never endure, he 'came 
not for one haif of thy heart, if Sin and Devil 
have the other half, 
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How much hypocriſy is there in men! many 
like the Souldiers, that bowed to Chrift, and 
mocked him, give their outſides to Chriſt, 
their inſides to all uncleanneſs; that as Lather 
ſaith of Cain, give opus perſone Deo, but not 
perſonam ; their cap and knee to God, but them- 
ſe]ves to all fin and iniquity 3 his is the Capital 
fin-of this age. And then how many are but 
temporary, of whom we may juſtly fay, what 
Nabal did unjuſtly of David, there are many 
ſervants now-adays that break away every man 
from his Maſter. Yeſterday Gods people, and 
to day are turned knaves. Better they bad never 
known the way of Righteouſneſs, 2 Peter 2, 21. 
A relapſe makes their condition worſe. He that 
firſt ſerved fin, and then turned to the ſervice 
of Chriſt, and afterwards falls again -to the 
fervice of fin, proclaims to all the World that 
he eſteems that better; O how great affront 
is this to Chriſt ! John 6.66. From that time 
many of his diſciples went away, and walked na 
more with him. 

3. Such are to be reproved, that lay claim 
to this honourable title, and yet indeed ſerve 
other maſters, There are many of whom we 
may ſay too truly, as it is Recorded of the 
Samaritans. 2 Kings 17. 33. They feared the 
Lerd, and ſerved their own gods, 


1. Some ſerve themlclves and not Chriſt, 
ſet up themſelves as Idols, and do what ſeems 
" good in their own eyes 5 and make their will 
their 
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their rule, their luſt their Law. This is («v7 
azTpive) felf-worſhip , ſelf. Idolatry, which is 
the greateſt and worſt of all ; It is the greateſt 
curſe under: Heaven, for God to give a man 
over to himſelf to live as he liſt, Pſal.31.11,1 2. 
Rom: 1.26, the judgment of the hardned 
Fews and blinded Gentiles. We read of one given 
over to the Devil for his good, 1 (or. 5.5, but 
never any given over to himſelf, but for his 
damnation. «Auſtin prays, libera me* domine a 
memetipſo, {elf is mans greateſt and moſt dan- 
gerous enemy 5 we are naturally fclf-deſtroyers 
without ſelf-denyal, no Salvation. 

2, Thoſe that ferve men, not the Lord, 
Not that it is contrary to the ſervice of Chriſt, 
to be in that civil relation or ſubjetion to men, 
as ſervants to their Maſters, ec. But as the 
Apoſtle, 1 Cor. 7. 23. Ye are bought with a 
price; be not ye the ſervants of men. That is, 
(faith eAmbroſe ) ſubject not your conlciences 
to the ſuperſtitious inventious of men in Gods 
worſhip, that build their Religion on mans bare 
Authority, as Papiſts; or be not fervants to 
the Iluſts of wicked men; ſuch are reproved as 
lerve men, when they run in a croſs line to 
Gods will. Such were the ſubjze&ts of Nebu- 
chadnezZar, that at the command of the King, 
worſhipped the golden image, and ſerved the 
King, not the Lori; fuch was Pilate, that for 
fear of dipleaſing Ceſar, delivered up Chriſt to 
be crucified, thous': he kn-w him to be innocent 
lach were the Nubles of Cambyſes, who having 
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a luſt to marry his own Siſter 3 He ſends for all 
his Countel, and ask:d them, if thay had any 
Law in Perſia, to allow him to marry his own 
Siſter 2 They antwered that therg was no ſuch 
Law ; but yet there was anothey, Law , that 
the Kings of Zerſis mighc do what they liſt 
theſe Nobles were ſlaves to the luſt of Cambyſes. 
O that we had not many amongſt;us, thar {:!} 
their Coniciences,and their Religion, and their 
Salvation, to be Pandcrs to the luftful, covet- 
ous arid ambitious defires of great men :; men- 
{crvers, and men pleaters, are worthy of ſharp 
reprehenſion, Epbeſ. 6. 6. 

z- Such as {crve not the. Lord, but their 
own belly, Rom.16.18, Whoſe god is their bel.y. 
Phil.;.19, Love ther pleaſures more than God: 
that ſerve and tulfill the lufts of the fleſh ;, ſuch 
an one thÞt {ves in pleaſurcy's aecd while he lives, 
1 Tm. 5.6. 'Ye cannot make proyiſion. for th: 
feih to fulfill the lufts thereof, and fulfill the 

1] of God too, Rom, 13. wit. to rot in plea 
ſures, maxes nen utterly uncapable.of ferving 
the Lord, Tz. 3. 3. Servins divers luſts and 
pleaſures, which is the worſt ſlavery; to waik 
airer our own Juits, is to {ezx. to. cheriſh thet 
which © hriit came to deitroy 5 and 1o £0 us 
p2ut to defeat Qur Redeemer, and hinder him 
frou o>taining his purpoſe in our neart: : 
\Vaat @ Uatttian and yet fentusl 1. A Chrifti- 
31- an v<t grous ! A Chriſtian believics in 
Crriit, a man of ſorrows, and yet given to 
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4. Such as ſerve the world, and yet pre- 
tend to lerve Chriſt : Chriſt tell S You it can- 
not bez Te cannot ſerve God and Mummon, 
Mat. 6. 24. *cis impoliible to join theſe toge- 
ther. Thole that are ſlaves to the Naamen of 
iniquity, that do not only poſſcls money, buc 
are poſſeſſed of money ; that with Fxdas will 
ſel] Chrift for thirty pieces of ſilver ; that riſe 
early and lye down late, and eat the bread 
of carefulnets; that will compaſs Sea and land 
to get gain; thele make gold their God 3 
their covetouſnets is juſtly termed Idolatry, 
Col, 3, 5. Alas, my Brethren, what is their in 
the world that it ſhould be io much coveted, 
and heaven flighted? What hath the world 
Cone for its moſt faithful ſervants? How ofc 
have we heard them complaining ar laſt, O the 
world hath deceived me, and undong me; it 
flattered me in my pro! {perity, and now utter- 
ly caſt me off in mv niceity? Ah, if I had 
ſerved the Lord as faithiully as I have ferved 
the world, he would not have caſt me off at 
laſt, nor have lzit me ths comfortlels and 
hopelels i in my depth 0! milcry. 

5- Time-ſervers, that change their Religi- 
on with the times, are not t-rvanis of the 
Lord ; thcir Rclicion «4s like a piece of wax, t9 
be moulded into any frame, accordins as the 
times alter : Such as will be Supe: ſtitious i: 
the times be ſo; that will be devour or athei- 
ftical accordin2 to the times. Ir wis the {pcech 
of a time-ſerver, that was tai to be tpoken 
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by the King of Navarre to Beza, That be 
would lanch no further into the [ca of Religion, 
than be witht be ſure to return ſafe in the ba- 
Ve. This is the right Pifture of a time- 
{ervergas many turned Proteſtants in R. Edwards 
days, and Papiſts in Q. Mares. 

Laſtly, Thote thar ferve the worſt Maſter, 
that is ſm. *Tis indeed one thing to be a 
finner, and another to be the ſervant of in ; 
that is, one that gives himſclf over to the fer- 
vice of fin, that is bound Apprentice to fin. 
The Giference was great between Paul and 
Ahab \ Pax! was fold under (in, but it was a- 
= his will; but e£bab fold himtelf will- 

noly to work wickednels : : How many tuch 
2B of {in are there, as the Centurions ler- 
vant f{erved him, it fin bid go, they g0; ſuch 
ſervants gre {wearers and drunkard:, that are 
2t the ſervice of their oaths and cups. This is 
a mo} ſhameful. and pernicious ſervice, for it 
s 20 ſerve the D:vil, 7c. $. 44. O that the 
wo:l3 would bzlizve this, that when 'rney 
ſerve this or that lut, they ſerve the Devil. 
Cyprien vHrings in the Devil upbraicing Chriſt, 
Ofcende mb; 76! ſervos, qu: tibr, Cc, Shew me, 
if t10u can: $10 many lervants tat have ſerved 
thze fo Cilizently, and willingly, as I can ſhew 
that have {ervec me. Can Satan give you bet- 
ter wapes, 2s Sau! £119 to his followers ? Car 
the {on of Fe Je mare you Ca pramms of hunartds, 
and cattaims 09:r thouſands, give 2” Vineyards 
ard oigyty1ra;; hf 1 Sam. 22,5 A's! ir '” 
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had not put out your eyes, as the Philiſtines 
did by Samp/on, that you cannot fee the vile- 
neſs and curtednets of it, you would never grind 
in its mill; for the wages of fin is death» 


3. Ule of Exhortation, two Branches. 

1. To all, to perſwade them to eſteem, chuſe, 
and embrace Chrifſts ſervice. 

2. To Chriſts ſervants, to take care to be 
{uch ſervants, and perform ſuch ſervice as ſhall 
be found good and faithful, approved by 
Chrilt. ; 

1. Is Chriſt ſuch a Lord as you have hears ? 
then let every one of us be prevailed with to 
take him for our Lord, and give up our ſclves 
to him, and become his f{ervants this Cay , we 
muſt either reſign up our ſelves to this excel- 
lent Lord, or we cannot be true Chriſtians, 
2 Cor. S. 5. this is the efſerice of Chriſtianity, 
and life of Religion, and martow of Profeſſ- 
on. To wear the bacg and livery of Chrit in 
external profeſhon withour this, is nothing bur 
a dead carcais, an empty ſhadow, and will turn 
to our greater condemnation another day, 
Thar which will be enquired after at the great 
Cay, ts not who owned Chriſt as Lord inpro- 
felfion, bur who honoured Chriſt as Lord by 
real fubjetion and rcfiznation of themſelves 
unto him : The great queſtion will be, Whe- 
ther 1d Chriſt reign vver us, and bring us 
under. his Law end Dominion 3 and upon the 
Ceciſion of this 1Tpor tant queſtion drpcads the 
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everlaſting ſtate of our ſouls and bodies in 
the next. world, If you now fay unto Chriſt, 
We are Lords, we will not come at thee; de- 
part from us, we deſire not the knowledg of 
thy ways; or as Pharoah, Who i the Lord, 
that I ſhould obey him ? He will fay unto you 
ar the laſt day, Depart from me ye curſed, I 
know you not, nor will your crying, Lord, 
Lord, then any thing avail you. O ther let 
ir be your refolution now to reign your 
ſelves to this gracious Saviour 35 take him for 
vour Lord and Soveraign 3 Kiſs the Son, ſerve 
the Lord with fear, and rejoice with trembling. 
O that your hearts would once at laſt fay, as 
*tis forerold of Goſpel times, [/a. 44. 5. 7 am 
the Lords, other Lords have had dominion over 
me, but henceforth by thee only will I make men- 
tion of thy name. 1{a.26.13, We will not ſay any 
more to the work of our hands, nor to the luſts 
of our hearts, (to the world, the fleſh, or to 
ſin) ye are our gods, for with thee (O Lord) 
poor loſt creatures find mercy, Hol. 14.3 What- 
ever your neighbours, acquaintance or kindred, 
let them chule whom they will ſerve, yet we 
arz reſolved for our part, we will ferye the 
Lord, Jofh. 24. 15. 

O my friends, what ſay you to this motion ? 
what anſwer give yau to this invitation? is it 
not moſt realonable- and conſiderable? you are 
preſt to come to Chriſt, and take his yoke, 
and bow the knce before him, #c. What 
will you Go? will every one of you give up 
{hp him- 
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himſelf 'to Chriſt, reſign foul and body to the 

fervice of this glorious Lord ? Have you . 
found or ever heard of any thing in him that 

may' deter you ? what iniquity have you ſeen 

in him that you keep at «difrance from im , 
and walk after vanity ? Is he not worthy of 
your love ? not good.enough to be your Ma- 
ſter? can you betow;your {elves better ? em- 
ploy your ſelves more profitably ? whar fticks 
it at? would you take time to conſicer of it, 
and defer your reſolutions to another day ? ſo 
you' have done too long already, ant ventur*d 
00 far by your delays: To day if you will hear 
| bis woice, then harden not your hearts : Seck ye 
the Lord while he may be found, call npon l3n 
while he is near : He now faith,kearken xxto me, 
and I will make a covenant with you, even the 
ſure mercies of David : Encline your ear, come 
unto we : Hear, and your ſoul ſhall live : why do 
you ſpend your money for that which us not bread, 
and your labour for that which ſatisfieth not? 
Hearken diligently unto me , eat ye that which 
35 good, and let your foul delight it [elf in fat- 
neſs. Alas ye feed on husks and chati rill you: 
return to Chriſt, 1/a- 55.2, 3, 4, 7- Few long 
ye ſimple ones will ye love ſimplicity , and fools 
aelight in filly ? turn ye at my veproof : Forſake 
the fooliſh and live, and go in the way of un- 
aerſtanding. O that yen were wiſe, and would 
underſtand theſe thirgs, and conſider your lat- 
ter end, O that th:re were ſuch kearts in you, 


&c. O that ye knew the things that belong wnto' 
Jour 
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your peace in this your day, before they be hid 
from your eyes, O when ſhall it once he ? 
what is your reſolution ? ſhall Jeſus Chriſt be 
your Lord and Maſter, or ſhall he not? Take 
heed how you refuſe him that ſpeaks from 
heaven ; do not (as you want Chriſt) deſpiſe 
this loving invitation, and make light of this 
gracious offer, leſt his wrath. be kindled in his 
breaſt, and you periſh, He that hath fo long 
held forth his Scepter of Grace, . yet ſtands 
waiting for your return , yet ſtretcheth forth 
his arms to embrace you, yet opens his very 
heart to entertain you : Hark, he bids-you 
come and lodg your ſouls in his warm boſom; 
yet he calls by his Word, yet he ſtrives by 
his Spirit; and follows you with checks of con- 
{cience, and renews his mercies on you every 
mornings; would fain draw you with cords of 
love, it it would be. But it will not be al- 
ways thus, his patience will not always wait; 
his Spirit (hall not always ſtrive with man 3 
the door of mercy ſhall not always ftand open; 
When once the maſter of the houſe is riſen up, 
and hath ſhut to the door, and ye begin ro ſtand 
wirhout, and to knock at the” door, ſaying, Lord, 
Lord, open to us ;, then *tis too late, Luk,13.25. 
O cone to Chriſt now or never, do it this 
day, or you may never be invited again : Hear 
now Chriſt beſpeaks and wooes thee, ſinner 3 
Cait down thy weapons of rebellion, furrender 
thy ſoul to:me ; give me thy heart, ſubmit to 
my government 5 | vyill pals by all thy _—_— 

reint- 
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reſiſtance, and put up all the wrongs thou haſt 
done me, | will remember thy iniquities no 
more,. but pals an a@ of everlaſting obſli- 
vion vpon themz O look unto me and be ye 
laved. 

This is my buſincfs with you ( my beloved } 
at this time; this is mine errand to your Souls ; 
What anſwer ſhall I return from you to him 
that: ſent me? The great work. ( you kno } 
of -us Miniſters, is to perſwacde men to become 
(;hriſts. covenanting Servants, to conlent to his 
Laws, and acknowledg his Lordſhip ; our w; wy 
to win Your hearts, is to tel] you what he is; 
tomelittle hath been ipoken, but not the thou- 
{and'part of the excellencies of this incompara- 
ble Lord; O- be. « the chiefest of ten thoyſ ind, 
bis naine i wonderful : he is God and Man in 
one Pcrion: he is Man, that you may not be 
afraid of him ; God, that he may be able to do 
you good: He is the Lord of lords, ayd Kings 
of kipgs , Heir of all things, Saviour cf the © 
world, &c. *Iis infinite condelcention of love 
in him, to treat with you, or intreat your 
conſene that he may be your Lord. 

This bzinz a matter of greatet imp»ortan 
*nd knowing the terror of the Lord, let n: + pie 
ſwade you}, for that en 1 inireat you, - to pret5 
upon your {clves, and improve in your veLire 
ments, thele con'tlerations as motives. 

t.. Motive. Y-il4 up your {elves 10. th? {ct- 
vice of the Lord Chrift, or you are unjuit, yu 
do:him - open wroag. Lquiry and juitic 
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quires that you render to all their due; js 
cxiq, tribxere, is the firſt and moſt proper a& 
of juſtice; Tribute to whom tribute, fear to 
whom fear, honour to whom bonour, Rom. 13.9, 
It is a common principle among you, which 
nature teacheth, that you deal righteouſly 
with men, owe no wan any thing, do no man 
wrong ; let every one have that which of right 
appertaineth to him : And it we may not de+ 
ny unto Ceſar the things that are Ceſars, it is 
but right we ſhould allo give unto God the 
things that are Gods by to many juſt titles, 
Why now, you cannot without apparent wrong 
to Chriſt deny him your ſelves; you are his, 
and owe your ſelves unto him, and all you have, 
and all that you can doz youare not your own 
but his. I lay claim unto you in the name of 
Cirift, and challenge your fouls and bodies 
to his ute; Dare you deny the claim? or will 
any ſtey cut and quzſtion this title? The Lord 
Jeſus hath laid challenges ro you. Ir Has been 
a cuitom in England, on the Coronation day, 
as mulritudes of people were feaſting in Weſtzin- 
*ter-Hall, a Herald comes forth, and Champi- 
on for the Kings, and proclaimed his title to 
the Crown; and 3f any queſtioned his title, -he 
was there ready to make it good, 

i do now proclaim to you, that Chriſt is your 
Lord, and you are his Servants, and challenges 
- Your lervice; if any queition his Title, I will 
juſtife it, and make it pood, let the caſe come 
to iryal, ON CONvILLON UNuat WROEVED WG rents. 
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ced ſhall yield ſubjeftion: Let me ask you 
then, Did not he make you, and not ye your 
ſelves, Pſal. 95. 6 ? and does not he prelerve 
and ſuſtain you? and ye are the Sheep of his 
paſture, Yerſ. 7? Did not Chriſt purchaſe you 
with his own blood, 1 Per. 1. 18 ? Were you 
not the deareſt purchaſe, and was not the 
greateſt price paid for you that ever the world 
heard of? Wel}, what ſay you to this Title # 
Doth not juſtice give every one his own? and 
are not you Chriſts ? If there be any creature 
in Heaven or Earth, that canlay a better claim, 
or pretend a juſter Title to you than Chriſt; 
then let it have your hearts and fervice; but if 
the Lord Jeſus have the full and fole right to 
you, then do not fo much wrong him and your 
own fouls, as to deny or withſtand this juſt and 
reaſonable motion. 

2, Give up your {clves to this Lord, or you 
are unthankſul ; gratitude as well as juſtice re- 
quires this at your hands. Nothing is more 
abhorrent to an ingenuous ſpirit, than the brand 
of ingratitude, to be fo bale and unworthy as 
to render evil for good; mgratum ft dixeris, 
ownia dixerts, call a man unthankful, and you 
call, him all that's naught : abhor it as death, 
to. be guilty or have the name of ingratitude, 
Well, now, ſuppoſe a man had by fome capi- 
tal crime incurred the danger of the Law, and 
the ſentence of death were paſt upon hict ;; 
ſhould another ftep in aad bumble himicli, to 
beg the pardon, or begger himlelf to. buy rhe 
| T0 freedom 
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freedom for him z Muſt not that man be wholl 
his, who hath raniomed him from the Gallows? 
This is our cale, Sin was our Work, and Death 
was our wages; we had ſinned, and nwtt dye 
for it ; there was no elcape from deftruction : 
but the Lord J-ivs would not tuffer us to per- 
iſh, but Cebalcd kimfelt, came down from Hea- 
ven, gave himlcit for us, and ſuffered in our 
ſtead, that we might live; and made himſelf a 
Servant for us tnoupgh no way bound to us. 
Now juds with your leives, 1 appeal to your 
own Coniciences, whether this incomparable 
favour do not lay an unavoidable obligation 
upon us, to devote cur felves wholly to him ? 
2 Cor. 5.14, 15, If aftcr Chrift hath Noopt 
ſo low, as to become man, 2nd was mare un- 
der the Law, an4 being in the likzencls of finful 
flch, bore our i;firmicics and forrows, lay un- 
der the trowns 0: his Fataer,and {ſubmitted him- 
iclf to the pain, ſhame, ſting and curſe of the 
death of the Crels; it after all this we ſnould 
negleA his Saivation, reject his Soveraignty, 
Would not the Heavens bluſh at this unheard 
v1 ingratitude 2? and the very bruits rift vp in 
j19grnent againlt us and condemn vs? The Ox 
hnows his owner, and the Aſs his Maſters crib : 
but Iſra6l aith nat k "s Fi people doth not con- 
frader, Ila. 13. Jer. 0. 

z. Reſign your CN to this blefled Lord, 
for he detcrves you, he is worthy of you z if 
v.u were Ten thoutand times better than you 
ate, you can never i{ubmit your {cives to a Þet- 
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ter Lord, nor ſerve a better Maſter : There is 
nothing in him that can juſtly cilcourage you, 
nor realonably deter you from his ſervice ; fear 
not evil from the greateſt good, unlets it be in 
a way of Cilobedience and rebellion. He is not 
a proud, rigid, imperious or cruel Matter ; 
he will not deal wiih you as the treacherous 
Maſter, the Worle, whica 611; y our fouls with 
nothing but hus!.s and fwill,anJ 1ewardsall your - 
painful fcrvices witn nothing but dilappoint- 
ment anc mi{cry ; at the beſt, pref: nts you with? 
a breaſt fuil of wind and vanity; and at the laſt 
with wo and vexation, aad lcaves you Feiplcls 
in your greateſt neccſi:ties. Nor is he -crucl 
and tyranrical, as Satan, who alls his Servants 
with terror here, and hereaitcr rewards them 
with fre and brimitone. Nor like the fiſh 
and fin, whoſe work is had, and its wages no 
better; for the ſervant oi ſta, bchices that he 
nath no fruir nor com.'ort ef his {:rvice in the 
mean time, when he comes to reccive his wages 
at the end of his term , findeth nothing but 
{hame er dcath ; ſhame if he leave his ſervices 
it ne le:ve it not, Crath. Rom. 6. 21, What 
frnit had ye then in thoſe things, whereof ye are 
zew ajnamed? for the end of thoſe things us 
acath, *Tis horrible , intollerable fl ivery, to 
ſerve Sin, Satan and the Worid , but when 
you Eive up your {clves to the lervice of Chriſt, 
you fail live to the toliideft contentment, and 
real joy and honour ; you cannot pobly yield 
yuur iclves to a more excellent and dcligartul 
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ſervice z His yoke # eaſie and his burthen light 
bis ways are ways of pleaſantneſs, and all his 
paths are peace, Prov. 3. 17. His lervice is 
freedom , and his work wages; to be Chriſts 
devoted ſervant, is not on:y better than liber- 
ty, but more to be defired tn ſoveraignty : 
No other Lord ever bought his Servants fo 
dear, or fed them fo plentifullv, or clad them 
ſo ſumptuouſly, or uſed them fo gently, or 
ewarded them fo bountifully. He will pro- 
te& and proſper them, yea, takes pleaſure in 
their proſperity ; he will bleſs them with ſpiri- 
tual bleſſings, which are the beſt bleſſings, and 
jead them by his own counſel, yea carry them 
in his bofome, and aſterward receive them to 

glory. : 
4. Surrender your f{clves to this great Lord, 
for he deſires you; yea, that you would be 
his, as he hath been yours, 1s all he deſires 5 
you cannot beſtow a better gift upon him thafh 
vour ſelves; others may give him their goods, 
their eſtates, &c, but he that gives Chriſt 
himſelf, can give no more, no better, He de- 
fires you , not that he hath any need of you, 
or to make advantage of you bur that he 
may reſtore you better to your felves than he 
receives you: He will put his grace into your 
hearts, tcpair his im22c in your minds, and 
make you wiſe unto falvation. Sezeca tells us, 
That zmong other Scholars that gave rich 
gifts to their Maſter Socrates, — Eſchines gave 
timfelf, havipg nothing clle 10 ive ; —_— 
(er 
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ſter anſwered, Upon this condition I tak? thee, 
that I may reſtore thee better tizn | receive 
thee. On the ſame, and no worie terms 
( yea much better ) Chr:% accepts of thoſe 
that tender their tervice ur.o hims he that 
gives not himſelf to the Lord , whatever elite 
he gives, in his eſteem i- juſt nothing : nothing 
[#2 efſe gratie } in point of tru:h, worth, and 
grace, Firſt you muſt give yeur {Ives to the 
Lord , and then your goods to his poor , if 
you would find acceptznce, 2 (er. > 5, Or 48 
the King of Sodsm tid to eAbraham, Give 
me the perſons, the ſor!s, and take the goods to 
thy ſelf. 

5- Take Chriſt ior your Lord, and own 
your fſclves {or his Servants, for 1» you are, 
whether you will or not; your content and 
reſignation is neceſjary to your 700d, to eale 
you of your cares, and fecur2 you from pre- 
ſent eternal milery, not for his title and 
right which is abſolut2 and unqueſtionable, 
and he will - hav2 you either by love or by 
force. He requires in the Covenant of Grace, 
that he have his right by your conſent, and 
not by conſtraint ; that you thankfully accept 
the motion, and with hearty and full conſent 
of will reſign your {elves to him as his own, 
even as his creatures and his racfomed ones, 
by a Covenant never .to be violated. But if 
you will not underſtand and acknowledg this 
plenary dominion he hath over you, he wil |] 
not loſe his right, nor lay down his claim to 
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you: It's the greateſt folly to rebel againſt 
this Lord, to whom at laſt you muſt be 
forced to ſubmit. Who would not chuſe 
him to be their Lord, when ( whether they 
will or no ) he will be their Lord? Who 
would not clire t6 be ruled and guided. by 
his Teſtimonies , rather than ro be ſuppreſſed 
and «deſtroyed by his Providence? We muſt 
all either bow the knee, or he will break 
the back; if we will not b-ar his yoke, we 
muſt become his footſtool. Were it not bet- 
ter to take hold of his ſtrength by Faith, 
than his frength ſhould take hold of us in 
difpleatarc and wrath? and to fecl the effi- 
cacy of his grace, than the po«er of his 
anger ? The proucelt Reh<l ſhall at Laſt crY, 
Lord, Loid, but it will he tco late: Ar 
length Giirilt will be too hard for all that 
riic vp againkt him, - and will not that he 
ſhould rica over them; he that will not 
come to hin as a friend, ſhall be ſlain by 
him 25 an ny » Luke 19. 27. every one 
L Su) pedibrrs ejus erit , aut ad obtatus, aut 
Viiimm |, all rut one Way or other be tubjzc&t 
To him , either as fervanrs or flavesz either 
un4cr his grace, or under tis wrath, O Go 
nor thou hift up the heel againit him, to 
whom thou mutt one day bow the knee it 
hou wilt nor now kits the Son, thou ſhalt ſhort- 
ly lick the duſt of his fect; if thou be not 
row 1-the number of his willing peopie, In 
the day of the power of his grace; in the” 
Cay 
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day of his wrath his arrows will be in thy 
heart as one amongſt his enemies : In a 
word, if thou wilt not ſtoop to his golden 
Scepter , thou mult be broken in pieces with 
his rod of 1ron. 

6. Give up your ſelves to Chriſt, and you 
ſhall be your own and be happy 3 look when 
and kow much you reſign your ſelves to this 
abſolute Lord , even then, and 1o muuh you 
are. your own and no more; you are never 
your own, but when and while you are hiss 
what yeu deny him, or ſteal from him, you 
give to the D:vil, the World and the Fleth; 
you Iyc at. the command of every vile luſt, 
or black Gevil, till you become his ſubjects :* 
[O quam multos habet dominos, qui unum non 
habet! | O how many, how ignoble, how 
poor, how cruel are the Lords of that man, 
who hath not this one Lord! 

Bur the. way to fecure your ſelves, and 
whatever is dcar to you, is to Five up all-to 
Chriſt, He that lofcth himtclt and his life, 
ſhall find it, and he that labours to {e- 
cure himfelf another way, loſ:th all, ALarr, 
16. 25. If you be his, you are happy; but 
if you be your own, you are moſt mifcyable, 
Can you ſupport, preſerve, or provide for 
your felves? who ſhall ſave you in the honr 
of temptation and ciſtrels? know ye not yet 
{o much of your own inſufficiency, and4 do ye 
not yet feel your - {clves to he fuch a daily 
burthen to your felycs, that you have cnough 
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of your ſelves ere now, as to beg of God 
above all your enemies, to fave you from 
your tclves, and to {ve you from being 
foriaken oi Cod, and given up to your 
{elves ? 

Remember, that none im the werld hath 
{ufticient power , wildom and goodneſs, to 
take the full care and charge of you, but 
Chriſt , _— elſe can ſave you, or fanRifie 
you, or k<ep you alive one hour; and there- 
tore it will be your happineſs and honour, 
that. you are his. He will uſe you only in 
fafe and honourable ſervices, and to no worſe 
an end than vour endleſs happineſs. 

Conizer a little, how untit you are to be 
your own Lords, and how unable to govern 
your elves; 1o blind and ignorant, to byaſled 
by a corrupt will, fo turbulent are your pat- 
fions, ſo uncefAant and powertul is the tempta- 
ton of your tence and appetite, that *twere 
as fit for a man to be govern 'd by a ſervant, 


Or a ric.<r by tis horſe. But he 15 1n0lt per- 
feelty Bt. 7 govern you and all th? world ; 
VCU Can Gel; re 07H ns Ceatlc on Wy in <Q Lord 


and Governor which is not in him: Be 
hath perfect wiſdom to know what us beſt, 
—_ goouncls, and therefore will be moſt 
regardfol of his fabjzcts cood, and will pur 
no evil into his Laws : , A: nichty to prote& his 
Servants, and ice to the execution of his Laws : 
moſt juſt, and rherefore can dono wrong z but 
#11 his Laws and judgments are <quai and 1m- 
oh | Partizl. 
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partial, He is our very end, intereſt and fe- 
licity, our dearett friend and father, and 
therefore loves us better than we love our 
ſelves: and therefore we have greateſt reaſon 
to ſubmit to his Lordſhip, and obey him, as 
one that rules us to our own felicity.. 

7, Let him be your Lord to rule and ſave 
you, or you muſt needs periſh everlaſtingly ; 
it's a folly to think Chriſt ſhould fave you, 
while you ferve his enzmies: in vain do you 
expett the dignities and priviledges that come 
by Chriſt, and not fubmit 10 the duties and 
ſervices that are due to Chriſt. He ts the 
author of ſalvation to them that obey him, 
Heb. 5-9. The Gofrel is a meſſuge of eter- 
nal lite only to thofe to whom 1t is a rule 
of ſpiritual lifes and the true believer does 
not only caſt himfelf into the arms of Chriſt 
to be ſaved; bur alio caſts him{-If at Chriirs 
feet to ſerve him: never man had Chrifr 
for his Saviour, vurileſs he took him for Kkis 
Lord. 

There is no poſſible eſcape for Chriſts ene- 
mies. If they had another Lord or Fotcntare 
that cou'd match Chriſt in Trenoth, they miglit 
flv to him, to defend them {rom Chriſt , bur 
Chriſt is the only Lorc, and woe unto them 
that nave him for their only enemy. Car thy 
heart endure, or thy hands be ſtrong in the day 
when this Lord ſhall dea! with thee? Fr:ik 22.14. 
Jer. 4, 13. Fooli't finer ! Colt thou contend 
with thy Maker?wilt thou fect bryars and thorns 

a gaintr 


24? C hriift the Leif Mal: F., 
aSaink him in battel, as {moak contend, wirh the 
wind the wax with the fire, the ſtubbhie with the 
fAzmc, or the {now-baill with the Snn? ?Tis 
hard to kick again't the pricks; there's no 
flving trom him, but by flyins ro him, 1/4 to 
1 bat wil ve do 3 the day of wifitation, and in 
the dejotation whic' [hail come from far ? To 
Win Ws: Ye fice {or tcl * Ana where will ze 
leave your al y? ill You call UDO tne rocks 
and movntans 1 fall on you, and cover YOu 
(rom the wraih it ihe Lamb? when the Srear 
day of his wrath 1, who [hail be able to abide? 
Rev 6 16,16,1-. Were 1t not Erge now to 
ENQ[tY TRU[OA oe: tIOCHg Nice r {elves In 
tho clefts of tins rock ? /[ 4. 2.10: Ws Way tO 
Cicane the wrath of Grotil, one iparx whereof 
Wiil hotn tie £mity finer T9 Ceitruttion) but 
I (11390 the Sn, 1 {.cd. 2. vir. 

2, Branch of exivitation, tO #31nen whe 
have £:ven up their names to Chrilt an] are his 
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your heads were an hand, you might have vour 
hands full of work. O Ict none do his work 
negligently > how great was his goodnels, to 
take luch unprofitable tervants as we are, into 
the family of his Chutch ! what tew ne an ws 
more than in Hearnens, that ne fnoutld pur tuch 
ar; honour upon vs. 


| (hall firſt inf:rua® and then cxcwve 
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Rules. » 3 Mzancs, $ NMiarnncr of Tus 
{ervice. 
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1. Live and att wholiy ro anc ior this your 
LOTC, .Go all vou do jor Cariit, Pa 1. 2 
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3. Beever found doing his work, Mat.24.46, 
Bleſſed is that ſervant, whom his Lord when he 
cometh [hail find /o doing : never ceale working 
till you die; lite and 18hour muſt end together 
he gives vs no time to be idle in. 

4. Go by his rule in all your ways - let all 
your aQiors and proceedings be regulated by 
his law ; whatſoever ye . Fon word or in deed, 
do ail in the Nawe of the Lord Feſws, Col. 3.17. 
As when Pharaoh had lifted up Foſeph and 
made him ruler over the Land of Egypt, and 
they cryrd beforc him, bow the knee: Pharaoh [aid 
un:o Joteph, 1 am Pharaoh, and without thee 
fhai ro man lift up his hand or foct in all Egypr, 
Gen, 41. 44. S0, 

5. Employ all you are, have, and can, for 
him. His word 1s ( Luke 19. 13.) Occupy till I 
come, all vour Talents; he requires the ſervice 
of thovghts, 2 Cor.10.5. of words, Eph.4. 29. 
of works, 1 Cor. 10,31. of body and Spirit, 
i Theſ. 5.2 3. 

6. Highly eſteem what ever is his, His Day, 
OQrginances, Servants, Miniſters, and his holy 
Word: ler the feet of his Embaſſadors be 
beautiful, both for their Maſter and their 
meiſage-{akesz they are the Servants of Chriſt, 
Our cetighr ſhould be in thote excellent ones 
wao bear rhe i ave, and wear rhe badge of 
our Lord; the” world now thinks that of all 
eallinos, this of the Miniſtry can bet be tipared : 
but Jet ns not think fo baſely of them who are 
Chiifts frrvznts, not only ts 00 his bullets, but 

| T9 
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to wait-on his perſon, ye to repreſent his perion 
1 Co.& 1 

7. Study to approve your ſelves in all things 
to him,'2 Thef. 1. 11, 12, Pray always the: 
God would count you worthy of this calling, 
and fulfill all the good pleaſure of his goodnets, 
and the work of faith with power, that the 
name of our Lord Jelus Chr:!t may be glori- 
fied in you, and you in tim, accorGing to the 
Srace of our God, and the Lord Jelus Chriſt. 
In a word, let none but Chriit be your end. 
Serve him not to ſerve your own turis, but 
let every intereſt be fſubſcrvient to Chriſt ; 
learn ro periſh, that the glory 6: Chrilt may 
live; make not Religion a deftgn , lec Chrift 
be tweet for himſelf; in ſerving im, !-t nothing 
elle be your ſcope, and then nothing will Gi- 
vert you; aim not at profit, iv gain wil o9t 
allure you 5 nor at pleaſure, to eate will not 
corrupt you 5 nor at friends , 16 favour will 
not {ſeduce you. Be all unto Caoriſt, and i-t 
Chriſt be all unto you. Be all or nothing, 

2, Means. 

I, Redemption from other oppoſite Maiters, 
Lak. 1. 74. That he "would grant unto ws, that 
we berg azlivered out of the wands of our ene 
mites, might ſerve him without fear i holine/s 
and righteouſneſs vefore him all tye days of oa 
life. 

2. Enmty in us mult be ſubdued; 2!) that 
exalts «ſelf againſt the knowleds of God, ſtrong 
olas:pall'd down, umnagwmaitons arid bigh things 

Caſt 
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caſt down, an4 every thought be brought into 
captivity to the obedience of Chriſt, 2 Cor. 
IO. 4, 5: 

3. Receive inſtruction from him 5 we muſt 
be taught in this ſervice, and that by him, we 
muſt learn Chriit, Fpbe/. 4. 20, 21. If fo be - 
that ye bave heard him, and have been raught 
by bim, as the truth is in Feſus. Col. 3. 16. Let 
the word of Chriſt dwell in you richly, in all 
wiſdom, Phil. 4. 12, In al things 1 am in- 
ſtrufted 

4. You muſt alſo be furniſhed by him with 
Eraces and ſtrength, 2 Tim. ;. 17, Throughly 
furniſhed to all good works. And 2 Tim, 2, 21, 
Prepared unto every good work; and have his 
| itrengrh, or you can do nothing, oh. 15, 5. 

5- Practite felf-denial 3' If ary man will come 
ater me, let hin deny himſclf and take up his 
croſs and follow me, Mat. 16 24. Either you 
muſt deny your tclf, or you will deny Chriſt ; 
th:t man that lets much by himſelf, will never 
reckon much of a Saviour. He who hath not 
earned telf cenial, when Chriſt and felf come 
in competition, meet on a narrow bridge, will 
endeavour to make Chriſt go dacx 3 he that 
doth not account himſelf nothing, will ſoon 
citzem Chriſt to. | 

6. Clear your {cIves from all worldly diftra-:; 
Rion+; lay aſide.th= world as much as may 
be that you may attend upon the Lord with- 
out diſtraction, 1 Cor. 7. 35. Let not this be 
your rule to Chriſt and holinels, .{o-far as you 

| may 
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may without any prejudice ro your worldly 
intereſts 3 but this, follow the world ſo far only 
as you may without being falle and unfaith- 
ful ro Chriſt and his ſervice 3; do not lay to 
duty, as Prayer, Hearing, Meditation, ftand 
aſide, I have fuch a worldly buſineis ro look 
after 3 but rather ſay world ftand aſide. Be 
ture that you are gotten clear of the world, 
and that Chriſt have the preheminence in youz 
be not ye the worlds pritoners, but Chriſts tree 
men, 

7. Remember the laſt account and judgment, 
2 Cor. 5. 9, 10. Wherefore we labour that whe- 
ther preſent or abſerit , we may ve accepted of 
him, for we mus+ all appear before the judgment- 
ſeat of (hriſt, that every one may receive the 
things done in his body, according to th:t be 
bath done, whether ut be good or bad, None 10 
diligent and faithful in the ſervice of this 
Lord, as thoſe that with Ferome have till 
counding in their ears that terrible voice, Smr- 
gite mortys & venite ad judicium : Our Lord.is 
gone, but will come again tov take an account 
how matters have been managed curing his 
abfence ; now fincce we look for {uch things, 
what manner of perſons ought we to be? 
3. For manner ; Chriſt be {crved ina right 
manner, 


1+ Heartily, freely, cheerfully; the heart is 
the marrow of the performance, Col. 3. 23. 


. 
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' Whatſoever ye do, do it heartily as to the Lord, 
Epheſ. 6.6. (3p9yanu: Suva) not with eye ſervice 
as men pleaſers, but as the ſervants of .hriſt, 
doing the will of God from the heart : Scrve 
him in the ſpirit, doing ſervice with good- 
will and gladnels, making it our meat and 
drink to do his will, quod cor non facit, non 
ﬀt. 

4 2. Humbly, reverently; when we have 
done all we can, all thoſe things that are com- 
manded, ſay we are unprofitable ſervants, we ' 
have done that which was our dnty to do, Luk. 
17.9, 10. In bearing when he corre&s, con- 
tent with our allowance, not doing what we 
pleaſe, but what pleates him; coming at every 
call, and obeying every command, and doing 
it becauſe commanded 5; eying the precept in 
every performance ; praying, hearing, giving, 
becauſe Chriſt bids me. 

And with greateſt reverence ; ſerving with 
reverence and goily fear, Heb.12. 18. remem- 
bring our diftance. eAnguſins laid to one 
that gave him homely entertainment, - Who 
made you and 1 ſo familiar ? 

'3. Solely. Vo man can ſerve two maſters, 
Luk 16. 13. Not ſerve them to as to pleate 
both, ſcarce ſo as to pleaſe either ; not ſerve 
fin or Satan at all, nor man 'in oppoſition to, 
or competition with Chriſt, who keeps fer- 
vants to {crve others. We muſt be undivided, 
ſerve him anq none but him, forſake all and 
follow him. , 
| 4+ Faith- 
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4- Faithfully, ſincerely ; as Ioſes who was 
faithful in all his houſe, as a ſervant, Zeb.7.5. 
Now therefore fear the Lord, and ſerve him in 
ſmcerity and truth, Joſh. 24. 14. 9.4, If you | 
intend to ferve him, it muſt be done in up- 
rightneſs, or elſe you do not ſerve him at all. 
God abhors a Hypocrite more than a Sodo- 
mire. 

5. Fervently, zealouſly, diligently ; fervent 
n ſpirit (muſt be joined) with ſerving the Lord, 
Rom, 12, 11. Do all we do with all our might ; 
rhe living God muſt have lively ſervice. How 
diligent was Abrahams Servant in his Maſters 
work ? he would not eat bread- till he had 
done his errand; and when *twas done, he ſtay'd 
not on compliments. The Twelve Trives ſerved 
God inſtantly day and night, eAt. 26. 7. 
Diligence is the property of a good ſervant. 

6. Entirely, ablolutely, univerſally. 

1. Inreſpect of the fubjeR, with all the fa- | 
culties of the foul, and members of the 
R,om. 6+ 19. with all our abilities, þ, 

2, In regard of the Obje&, though never 
irrational to fleſh and blood ; this is reafon 
enough, the unerring Lord will have 4 
not pick out. our work, never examine-»Wiiat 
the ſervice .commanded is, but who commgn 
it,with blind obedience. <2 

3. In all. places, in private as well as in pub- 
lick ; for he hath, yea, fills all places. if: thoy 
canſt find out a place-, where he doth not ſee © 
thee, there it-ſhal be lawful, for th 
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others; we mult hayc reſpe& to all his com- 
mands. 

7. Conſtantly and perpetuallyy in time of 
proſperity as well as adyeriity ; and e contra; he 
15 ever the {ame, and 1o ſhould his tervants and 
ſervice be ; we can neither begin too ſoon, nor 
continue to0 long in Chrilts ferviceznone ever re- 
pented of either; there mult be no end of work- 
ing till of living. Faithfulnefs unto death hath 
the only promite of a Crown of life, Rev. 2.10. 
everlaſting, Rem. 14.9, This ſervice rakes in the 
whole man and lite. 


2, For Motives and "Sy. "act beſides 
what was in the Chara&ers and Properties of 
the Maſter, conſider but hat a ſervice this 1s, 
and that will be motive enough to embrace and 
ay hojd on it. 

It is a moſt honourable {crvice, whether 
we Tefock the Maſter or the work; ?7is more 
hon to ſerve Chriſt than to ſerve Emperours, 
nayito have Emperours ferve vs 3 he is the bet- 
ter man that terves the bettcr Maſter. Now he 
is the beſt Mafter ; *tis uſual with che Apoſtles 
topreiix this amons other their Honourary ti- 
tles Pau! a ſervant ef Chriſt, This wes one cf 
thefaireſt Aowers in their Garland ; the mean- 
eſt offices about Princes-are accounted honoura- 
ble.4Servire Deo, regnare eſt ,. *ris. Royal and 
- Kingly 3 a gloxious Maſter, and glorious fellow- 
« Kervants, Angels; and olorified, Szints 3 all the 
Fol p donvurable, ine + SraQitec of all ver- 
| tues, 
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tues, praying and prailing, &c. Honorabilia le- 
gis, Hol. 8. 12. If ever it be put to your choice 
either to have the greateſt outward favours, 
or ſerve Chriſt with diſgrace, chule the latter 
with Moſes, Heb. 11. 24,25. He refuſed to be 
called the ſon of Pharoahs daughter, chuſing ra- 
ther to ſuffer affliction with the people of God, 
than to enjoy the pleaſures of ſin for a ſeaſon. 
Reproach and indignities for Chriſt are favours; 
chains and priſons for Chrift is a mark of ho- 
nour and rich treature, 

2. Moſt comfortable; a lervice full. of foul- $2 
raviſhing jov 3 A day un his C enrts 1s better 
1472 A thorJand elſewhere, Pial. 84 1@. *Tisa 
type of heaven, where is fulnels of joy; it leads 
to communion with God, who is the God of 
all conſolation : O when Saints meet with God }! 
in Caty, they are in a corner of Heaven ! 

3. A moſt profitable {crvice: ve are indeed 

' upprofitable ſervants, but ture we have a very | 
profitable ſervice uader him; tiney that ſpeak |} 5 

againl} the Lord with ftout words, ſaying, | * 

Mal. 3.11, 14. It is in vain to ſerve God, |* 

and what profit is it that w* have kept his Or- 

ainances* And Fov 21. 15. What :s the Al- 

mighty that we ſhould ſerve him, and what pro- 

fit ſhall we have, if we pray unto him?" \peak 
without all truth and realon, for never any 

truly ferved the Lord who gained not evi- 

cently by it: vour labour is not in vain in 

the Lord, 1 Cor. 15. wt, No wan ever kind- | 

ted a fire on his Altar fox ought. The ſer- * 
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vants of Chriſt may be poor here, but this is 
the working time, and in their ſufferings they 
m— him, 1 Tm, 6.6. *tis great gain. 

, *Tis a neceflary ſervice, and indiſpenſable: 
ly are not left to our own liberty to chuſe 
whether we will ſerve him_or no, this is the 
unum neceſſarium, and muſt be done.” 

- Though the thing to he done he dan- 
i, Phil. 2. 30, Nat regardins his own 
life. | 

2. Though it he difhcult to 1s. 

3. Though unlikely to take eſffet, Luke 5 5, 
VVe have toiled all the night, ey, have taken 
nothing : nevertheleſs, at "thy word 1 will let 
down the net, though men forbid and with- 
| Rand us, and would heat vs off from it, Atts 
5.29. PYemuſt obey God rather than Aion 

5. Moſt ealy, Mat. 11. 29, 30. . None other 
io eaſy. 

I. In regard of the nature of this ſervice, 
His Commandme nts are not grievious, Toh. E-3- 
There is certainty in this employment : , "ris ealy 
to the new nature, (as the lignt of the Sun 
1s deliohtful to thoſe that have g09d eyes) to 
them that love God and have the right art of 
ſerving him. 

2. In regard of other ſervieess That under 
the Covenant of Works, and that uncer Sin 
by Stan. 

. *Tis eaſje in regard of the help aJorded 
to Ar: "Tis Caſte ior a Child to lift up a 
Sreat weight ,''wh<a a Giant holds his Nang 
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and lifts with him : Chriſt and his Spirit aſ- 
liſt. It were not only hard , but impoſſible 
it 1-\t to our {&lves in it: but, da domnne 
quod jubes, & jube quod vis: I can do al 
things throush Chriſt which ſtrengthens me, 
"Tis eaſig to at what Chriit in the Cove- 
nant of Grace will accept, and in reſpe& of | 
the reward ; and compared with the ſervice | 
of Satan and Sin , that aftord no gawdy- 
days. 

6. *Tis the greateſt freedom 3 it not only 1 Þ 
conſiſts with, bur brings freedom : *tis the 1 
Law of liberty, fam. 1.25. He is the Lords 7 
freeman, 1 Cor. 7. 22. Fohbn 8. 32, It is per- }- 
fe&t freedom, and will free us from all other 
| lervices > tot dominit, quot vitia, every luſt 


calls for his attendance, and many times con- 
trary luſts at once ( as when Pride bids let 
flye, Covetouineſs cryes hold); whereby the }. 
poor man is infinitely diſtrafted between a 4} ; 
lothnels to deny either, and the impoſſibility | 
of gratifying both. ; BB 
7. *Tis a happy ſervice it well done: full- }.” 
neſs and eternity of happineſs is the reward | : 
of it. att. 24 46, Bleſſed is that ſervant 
| whom: bis Lord finds ſo doing. 1 Tim, 4. 8, *Tis | * 
profitable unto all things, baving the promiſe of | | 
the life that now is, and of that which 1s to 
come. John 12,26, If any man ſerve me, let 
him follow me, and where I am, there ſhall my © 
ſervant be : if any man ſerve me, him will my 
father honour, = 


That . 
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That Exge in the end , Well done thou good 
nnd faithful ſervant, thou haſt been faithful 
over A os things, 1 will make thee ruler over 
many things ,, enter thou into the joy of the 
Lord , will infinitely chear and Ry the 
heart of Gods painful and faithful Servant. 


Improve this for your comfort in all your 
Rn, and comfort your ſelves with theſe 
words. 


—_— — —_—— @OUAT—— = = 


y 


; " $1 


— _ _—— df — —  — 


 e—— —— 


Books printed for , and are to be fold by. Tho, 
Parkhurſt , at the Bible. and Three Croivns 
© in Cheapſeae. 


the Coloſſians, by Mr. 7. Dailz, tranſlared into 
Engliſh by F. S. with Dr. Tho. Good wins, and Dre 
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| Y ERMONS. on the whole Epiſtle of Saint Pay! ts 


John Gwes Epiſtles Recommendatory. 

An Expoktion of Chriſts Temptation on Matty, 4. and 
P:ters Sermon to Cornt!ivs;, and circumſpect walking. 
By Dr. Tho. Tay'or. 

A practical Expoſition on the 3d Chapter of the firſt 
Epiſtle of Saint Pau! to the Corinthzans , with the Godly 
| mans choice, on Pſalm 4. v. 6, 5,8: by Anthony Burgeſs. 

Chriftianographia, or a deſcription -of the multitudes. 
and ſundry ſorts of Chriſtians in the world not ſubjet to 
che Pope, by Fph. Pagit. | 

Dr. Þ,nns 4to Sermons, being his 3 Volumes. 

Parzus Expoſition on the Revelations, 

| Choice and prattical Expoſitions on 4 (ele&t Pſalms : 
VIZ. 


The fourth Pſalm in eight 
The forty ſecond Pſalm in ten 
The fifty firſt Pſalm in twenty 
The fixty third Pſalm in ſeven | | | 
Forty fix Sermons npon the whole eighth Chapter of 
the Epiſtle of the Apoſtle Pay! to the Komans. Both by 
Tho. Horton, D. D. late Miniſter of Saint Hel{ens. 
An Analytical Expoſition of G2n2ſis, and of twenty three 
Chapters of Exodus, by George Hughes, D. D. 


Sermons. 


Books Ate. 


| The Door of Salyation opened by the Rey cf: Regenera- 
ton, by Gzrge Swinnech , M. A. | 
| N An 


An Antidote againſt Quakeriſm , by Step». Scandree. 

An Expoſition on the five frſt Chapters of r:ebiel, 
with vuſcfvl obſervations thereupon, by 14l1:am Greexbil, 

The Goſpel Covenant opened, by Pt. Pulb/ry. 

- Sods holy-Mind touching: matters moral, which he ut- 
tered jn ten Commandments : Alſo, an Expoſition on the 
Lords Prayer, by Edward Fſton, B. D, LS 
- The Fliery-Jjeſvir, or an Hiſtorical- Colle&jon of the riſe, 
encreaſe, dodarines and deeds of the Jeſuits, expoſed to 
view for the fake of London”, | 

Horologingrapbia optica 5 Dyaling, univerſal and particu- 
lar, ſpeculative and praRical ; together with a deſcrip- 
tion cf rhe Court of Arts, by a new Method, by Sy/vanys 
Morgan. 

Regim-n ſanitatis ſalemi, or the Regiment of Health ; con- 
taining direations and 1inſtruftions for the guide and go- 
vernment of mans life. 

A ſcaſonable Apology for Religion, by Matthiw Pool. 

Separation no Schiſm, .in anſwer ro a Sermon preached 
before the Lord Mayor, by 7. S. 

_ The praRical Divinity of the Papiſt diſcovered to be de- 
ſiru&ive to rrve Religion, and Mens ſouls, by 7. Clarkſon 

An Excrcxation on a :queſ:1on 1n Divinity, and Caſe of 
Conſcience, iz Whether jt be lawful for any perſon ta - 
at contrary to the opinion of kh15 own Conſcience, form- 
ed from arguments that ro him appears very probable, 
though not neceſtary or demanſtrative. 

The Creatures goodnels as they came our of Gods hand,- 
and the geod-mans mercy ro the brutt-crearures, in rwo 
Sermons, by Tk. Hodges, B. D 
.- Certain con\\derations tending to promote Peace and 
Unity ainongit Froteſtants. 

M-diocria, or the moſt plain and natural apprehent'ons 
which the Scripti;re offers, concerning the great Dodrines 
of the Chriſtian Religion: of Election, Redemprion, the 
Covenant, the Law and Gofpcl, and Perfe&tion. 

The Saints triumph over the laſt enemy, 1n a Sermon 
at the Funeral of Mr. ns 7ancwiy, by Nath, Vincent. 

The vanity of man 1n his beſt eſtare, jn a diſcourſe on 
Pfal 3g. 5. at the Funeral of the Lady Siſanna Keate, by 
Richard Kidder, M. A. * . 

The 


The Morning-Le&ure againſt Popery ,. or the principal 
errors of the Church of Rome deredted and confuted in a 
Morning-LeAure, preached by ſeveral Miniſters of the 
Goſpel 1n or, near London. TE; 

Four uſeful Ciſcourſes: (1) The art of improving a 
full and proſperons condition for the glory of God.; betng 
an appendix to the art of Contentment jn. three Sermons, 
on Philip. 4.12. (2) Chriſtian ſubmiſſion ,, on: ,1 Sam. 3+ 
18. (3) Chriſt a Chriſtians life and death 1s gain , on 
Philip. 1.21, (4 ) The Goſpel of peace ſent to the ſons of 
peace, in fix Sermons, on. Luk? 10. 5, 6. by Zerems ab Bar- 
YOUgbs., | Mg 

Dr. #ilds Letter of Thanks, and Poems. - 

A new Copy-Book of all ſorts of uſefyl hands... 

The Saints priviledg by dying. by Mr. S:gt. 

The new World ; or new-reformed Church, by Door 
Hoes, T 
' The Vertuous Daughter,a Funeral-Sermen,by My. Bri2n. 
The Miracle of Miracles, -or Chriſt in our Nature: by + 
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Dr. Rub, Sibbs. CE 

The unity and efſence-of the- Catholick Church yiſtble, - 
by Mr. Hudſon; | ST ESp - 

Dr., Prideauz's Faſciculus controverſiariom Toeologicume:. | 
Brightman on Revelations, Canticles and Danitl, | 
-Seamans-Companion. | 

Canaans Calamity. — 

The intercourſe of Divine Lovg between Chriſt, and the 
Church,or the particular Believing ſoul : 1n ſeveral Lectures 
on, the whole ſecond Chap. of Cant. by ob» Collins, D. D, 

Large 820. _ | 

Heart-Treaſure : or a Treatiſe: tending to fill and furniſh 
the head and heart of every Chrittian with Soul-enrich- 
1ng-treaſure of truths, graces, experiences, and comforts, 

The ſure merciecs of David; or a ſecond: part of Heart- 
treaſure, $3 

Heaven or Hell here in a Goqd or Bad Conſcience, by 
Nath. Vincent. S244 Eh «3 

Cloſet-prayer a Chriftians duty; all three by 0. H:yword. 
- A practical diſcourſe of Prayer; wherein is handled the 
nature and duty of Prayer, by 1ho. Cobb-t. 

Of quenching the Spirit z the evil of ir, in reÞeR bor! 
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of its cavſes and effefts, diſcovered; by Theophilys' Polwheile, F 

The re-huildingof London encouraged and improved in - 
everal meditations : by Samre! Rolls. 

The ſure way ro Salvation ; or a Treatiſe of the Saints Ji 
myſtical'Unjon with Chriſt ; by K#chard Stedman. M. A. 1 

Sober, Singularity, by the ſame Author. ' 

Heaven rakeri by Storm. ' | / 

The miſchief of Fn : both by Tho. watſon. ; 

The Childs Delrght; together with an Engliſh Grammar. 

Reading and Spelling tnade eaſe; both by Tho. Lye. 

Aſop's Fables, with morals thereupon in Englthh-Verſe. 

The Young-mans In{truttor. and the Old-mans Remem- 
brancer ; bejng an Explanation of the Aﬀemblies Cate- 
chiſm. Soc; BY | 

Captives ound in Chains, nade free by Chrift their 
Surety ; both by *tb9. Doolitele. - af wes 

Eighteen Sermons preached upon ſeveral Texts of 
Scripture, \ by william Whitaker, 7 IT 
þ The Sarnts care for- Churth-Communton ; declared in 
ſundry Sermons, preached at. St. 72mes Dabr5-place; by 
' * Zich. Crofton. iS * 

The life and death of Edmund Stanton D. D. To which is 
addeda Treatiſe of Chriſtjan-conference ; and a Dialogue 

. between'a 'Minifter and a Stranger. LE 

Sin the Plague of plagues, 'or ſinful fin the worſt of 
Evils; by Ra'ph Venning. M., A. 

Caſes of Conſcience prattically reſolved ; by 7. Normas. 

The faithfulneſs of God confidered and cleared jt the 
ou Events of his Word; or a ſecond part of the ful- 

lling of the Scripture. 

The immortality of the Soul explained and proved by 
Scripture and Reaſon ; to which 1s added Faiths-triumph 
over che fears of death; by Tho. Wadſworth. 

A Treatiie of the incomparableneſs of God, in his 
Being, Attributes, Works, and Word; by George Swin- 
nock, M. A. 

A diſcourſe of the original, &c. of the Coſſachs. 

The generation of Seekers; or the right manner of 
the Saints addreſſes to the throne of Grace, . with an Ex- 

'» poſition on the Lords-Prayer. | | 
The adminiſtration of Cardinal xino7es. 


A, 


- A difcourſe of Family-inſtrution , by Owen Stockton 
[with direR&ions for thoſe that have ſuffered by the Fire. 

An Eſfay to facilltare the Education of Youth,by bring- 
ing down the rudiments of Grammar to the ſenſe of ſee- 
ing, which ought to be 1mproved by Syncreſis; by M. Lewys 
of Totenham. 

An Artificial Veſtibulum ; wherein the ſenſe of 7arus 
Linguarum is contained , compiled into plain and ſhort 
ſentences in Engliſh , for the great eaſe of Maſters, and 
Expeditious progreſs of Scholars , by M. Lewis. by 

Speculum Sherlockianum, oft 2 Looking glaſs, in which 
the admirers of Mr. Sherlock, may behold the man, as td 
his Acyracy, Judgment, Orthodoxy. | | 
-- A diſcourſe of Sins of Omifſion 3; wherein is difcovered 
their Nature, Cauſes, and Cure; by George Swinnoch. 

Mr. Bazter's Reformed Paſtor. _ 

His Majeſties Propriety in the Briciſh Seas vindicated: 

vakeriſm no Chriſtianity; or a through-Quaker no 
Chriſtian, proved by their Principles, and confirmed by 
Scripture ; by 7. Faldo. | | 
-- Differences abour Watetr-baptiſm no bar to Communion 
by 7o. Bunian, 

The Dutch-difpenſatory ; ſhewing rhe vertues, qualities 


pounds; whereto 1s added theCompleat Herbaliſt, 
' Judy Dodariadge's laws of 'Nobility and Peerage. 

Dinglys Spiritual Faſt. wo 
Solitude improved by Divine Meditation; by Matth. Ranew. 

A Murderer puniſhed and pardoned, or The. Savage hw 
fe and death ; with his Funeral ſermon. 

Small 8vo. 

A defence againſt the fear of death ; by Zach. Crofton. 

Gods Soveraignty diſplayea ; by william Gearing, 

The godly mans Ark, or a City of Refuge jn the day of 
his diſtreſs, in five Sermons ; with Mrs. Moors evidences 
for Heaven : by -E4mund Calamy. 

; , The Almoſt-Chriſtian diſcovered, or the falſe-Profeſior 
, tried and caſt, by M. Mead. 

' The true bounds of Chriſtian-freedom : or a diſcourſe 
| ſhewing the extent and reſtraints of. Chriſtian-liberry, by 
: - Bo/ton,, D, D, | 

Tee 


and properties 'of'Simples; the vertue and uſe of: Com- _ 
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The finfulneſs of Sin and fulneſs of C 
mons; by ll, Brilg. 
A Plea for the godly, or the Righteous mans Excellency, 

The holy Euchariſt,'or the Sacrament of the Lords Sup. 


hriſt, in two Se Ss 


A Treatiſe of Self-denial. All three by Tho. watſon. 
The. hfe and death of Tho. wilſon of Maidſtone in Kent, 
The life and deach of DoRor Samuel winter, | 
A Coyert from the Storm, or the fearful encouraged 

mn the day of Trouble. 

Worthy-walking preſs'd upan all that have heard the 

Call of the Goſpel, 

The Spirit of Prayer. All three by Nath. Vincent. 

The infeparable union between Chriſt and a Believer, 
by Tho. Pech. | 

A diſco 1rſe of Excuſes; ſetting forth the variety and 
vanity of them : the ſin and miſery brought in by them, 
by 7ohn Sheffield. 

Inviſible reality, demonſtrated in the holy life and tri- 
umphant death of Mr. 7. 7aneway, 

he Sainrs encouragement to diligence in Chriſts ſervice: - 

both by Mr. 7ames ; nr 

A diſcourſe concerning the Education of Children. 

Canviviam Celefte; a plain and familiar. difcourſe con. 
cerning the Lords Supper 3 both by R. Kidder. - 


\ . The Saints perſeverance 'aſſerted in its Poſitive-ground 


againſt Mr. Ives, by Tho; Dan(pn. 


* '--A Wedding-ring fit for the Finger; by w:ll, S:cþer. 
. +» The Young-mans Call and Duty ; by Nech, Lockyer, 


An Explanation of the ſhorter-Catechiſm of the Aﬀem- 
bly of Divines; by Tho. Ly?. 

The Childs Delight with-Pi&ures ; by To, Lye. 

The life and death of Tho HU. | 

A Plea for the -Non-Conformiſts, tending to vindifate 


them from Schiſm, by a DoRor in Divinity. 


The flat oppoſition of Popery to Scripture ; by 7. N, 
Chaplain to a Perſon of Honour. TY 
The Weavers Pocket-book, or Weaving iritualiz'd 
by -Z.C. D.D C. | 
Two. diſputations of Original-ſin ; by Richard Baxter. 
The Hiſtory of Moderation, b, 'F 
|  The| | 


, 
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| wherein each of its Books, Chapters, and particular ny L 


: The welcome Communicant. 
The ready way to prevent fin ; by #w:11;a4m added: 
The Little-peace-maker, diſcovering fooliſh Pride, the 
Make- bate. 

Philadelphia ; or a Treatiſe of Brotherly-love ; by pir. 
Gearing. 

Reformation or Ruine, being certain Sermons off Levit. 
25. 2J 24. by Tie. Hotchk, 

The Riches of Grace diſplayed ; to which 1s added the 
priviledg of Paſkve Obedience ; and $2 propoſals in or- 
der to help on Heart-humiliation.z by ll. Bagſhaw, 

The parable of the great Supper opetied 1 in 17 Sermons, 
by Zo. Crump. 

A preſent for Teeming-women ;- by I. Oliver, 
Nen-conformity without Controverſ| ie; by Benj. Baxter, 
The Chriſtians daily Monitor ; by 70h. Church, 

A Treatiſe of Core 5g we} r 3 by Richard Mays, 

The Religious Family 3 by Pzz/zp Lamb. 

A ſober inquiry, or Chrifts Reign with Saints a thou- . 


land years- 

A diſcourſe of the prodigious Abſtinence of Brirths 
Taylor, 

A Menento to young and old; by Joby Mynard. 

The priviledy of the Saints on Earth above thoſe in of 
Heaven; by William Hook. , 

Index biblicus mltijugus,or a Table of the holy Scripture ;' 3? 


ters are diſtinguiſted and Epitomized. REY 
The day of Grace, with the converſ;on of a Sinner by.” Fu 
Nath, Vencent. = 
The Greek Teſtament in $v0. ns 
An eaſie and uſeful Grammar for the learning of the | -F0 
French tongue, by-Mr. Goſthead, Gentleman. x 46 
Mr:"R2worths work and reward of a Chriſtian. "© 60 
The Miners Monitor, or advice- to thoſe that are eme 
ployed about the Mines. x "9 
A Proteſtant Catechiſm for little Children. ; 
A Scripture Catechiſm ; by Samyel Petro. 
A Catechiſm according to the Church of F "gland. 
Grotius,Catechiſm. 
Brief of the Eibles-Hiſtory, L 
The 


he e Fountain ſealed ; by . Dr. $idbs, 
Nero Tragiaea, 
Cottons None but chrift. 
Cornelianum dolium. 


£3 S { The Chriſtians earneſt longing for Chriſts appearing | 
kb) 
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Preached at the Funeral of Mr, Noah ebb : z by Dan. Burge 
j ,» ſons Catechiſm. 
N Elenchus motuum nuprrorum in Anglia, 
"=, Cocamns Poems. 
I5*Poor Robins Jeſts. 
<I = Croftons Felix S:elus ; or Proſpering-prophaneneſs pro - 
'voking holy conference ; by Zech. =. bay 


=.Y i 


A 


Gramaticus Analyticus, by theſame Author. 
Alexanders advice to his Son. BN Xe 


OY | Artificial Embeliſhments. - 17 / -— op "Tn 


H. Excellency of Chriſt ſet forth <—— 
£ Gods Soveraignty diſplayed; *by Mr. #i{!iam Gearing, 


Iu... i 


23.5 Fr FEA Jn ſmall 1 25. 1718 
WG nd We - wy Cluldren, | 
A Wfittle bot? for little Children. | 


A method and infiruction for the Art of divin "{edi-: 
tation. All three by Too. White. 

Fhe conſiderations of Drex-1:us on Eternity, 

The ſhadow-f the Tree of Life, by HM. M, \; 

The. Pſalms of Davida newly tranflated : more plain, j 
ſmooth and agreeable to the Text than any heretofore. | 

: The Priſoners Prayers. . 


C.”. 


Mr. Henry Lubin's Life of Faith, | a * | 
| Awakening Call to Sinners. Vo # 
i Ctumbs of Comfort, or the Lord Barons Prayes 
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